                            “Last days of king David” Read:

		                              1 Kings 1-2:12
			                          PP 750-755

The Story:	

Recap: From the very opening of David’s reign one of his most cherished plans had been that of erecting a temple to the Lord.  Though he had not been permitted to execute this design, he had manifested no less zeal and earnestness in its behalf.  … now these valuable treasures that he had collected must be committed to others; for other hands must build the house for the ark, the symbol of God’s presence… 

1. Where does Solomon get the minute directions and patterns for the temple? 
God had revealed the plans earlier to David, by divine inspiration.  (1Chronicles 22:6-10)

1. After David recounts all the supplies, materials and gifts for the future temple project, what does he ask of the people?  What is their response?  (PP 751)
David asks who will volunteer to give service to God at the temple.  There was a ready response from thte assembly.  They offered willingly and gave for the service of the house of God.

1.  What was the greatest burden on David’s heart in these last days of his life?
David was concerned for his young son Solomon and fro the kingdom of Israel, whose prosperity must so largely depend upon the fidelity of her king.  He charged Solomon to be strong and show himself a man, keep the charge of the Lord and walk in His ways, keep His statutes and His commandments so all would prosper and all would know there was a man of God on the throne of Israel.  (1Ki 2:1-4)
1.  Who is Abishag?
A beautiful young virgin that was brought in to lie next to the aging King because David just could not keep warm.  There was no sexual relations.  She tended to him as a nurse.
1.  Who is Adonijah?  Who are his supporters? 
David’s oldest surviving son.  Adonijah was determined to become king as he believed it his right.  He was even more handsome than Absalom and that garnered him some support from the Israelites.  Joab (previous (commander in chief of David’s army) and Abiathar (high priest at Jerusalem) also chose to support him in his quest for the throne.
*Remembering Abiathar… His father (Ahimelech) was the priest who helped David, while fleeing from Saul, by giving bread and Goliath’s sword to him from the temple in Nog.  These facts were reported to king Saul by Doeg.  Saul became enraged and directed Abner and Amasa to kill all the priests at Nob, but they refused, however, Doeg was willing and all the priests were killed but one- Ahimelech’s son, Abiathar.  Later, Abiathar joined David exiled in the wilderness fleeing Saul.  
Also, Abiathar has a son, Jonathan.  They and another priest, Zadok and his son, Ahimaaz, were instrumental in messaging back and forth with David as to Absalom’s plans during the rebellion.  Now, the son Jonathan is carrying messages for Adonijah in his attempt to take the throne.
Adonijah is having a coronation party and not inviting his brother Solomon, or the prophet Nathan, or the high priest Zadok.  The dis-invite list reveals that Adonijah knows he is not in a strong position to pull this off.  The fact that Solomon was not invited to the sacrifice gives proof that Adonijah was well aware of his father’s wish that the kingdom should go to Solomon and that Adonijah was determined to keep David’s plans from being carried out.  By not inviting Solomon, Adonijah both betrayed his own plans and purpose and gave occasion for the frustration of his endeavors.

1.  How does Nathan the prophet intercept Adonijah’s scheme?
Nathan goes to Bathsheba and asks her if she’s heard what Adonijah is doing.  He tells her that her life and Solomon’s life are now in danger.  Bathsheba hurries off to tell King David, asking didn’t you say Solomon was to be king after you?   
Nathan‘s act was in line with his responsibilities as a prophet of God and faithful servant of the state.  He saw that the carrying out of the plot would be directed against the accomplishment of the divine purpose, and with characteristic resolution and dispatch he took the lead in setting into operation effective moves destined to thwart the conspirators.  
Bathsheba well knew that the usurpation by Adonijah would, as a matter of course, be sealed by her son’s blood and her own as well.  She, more than anyone else, would be in a position to approach the king for the taking of such steps as the crisis required.  With great wisdom and prudence Nathan proposed a course of action destined to cut short the conspiracy and to prevent a repetition of the disastrous experience of Absalom.                       (SDA BC vol.2 p.726)
1. Nathan follows in shortly after Bathsheba with even more details about Adonijah’s activities.  What is David’s response??
Nathan asks several rhetorical questions to get David aroused.  Telling David that Adonijah has killed oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance and has invited all his brothers and captains of the host and Abiathar the priest and they are saying God save king Adonijah!
David, though old and stricken in years, is fired again by the characteristic energy of his youth.  He thinks clearly and acts swiftly.  The sudden flash of energy and resoluteness of action is in striking contrast to the timidity and despondency with which David, when much younger, had received the news of Absalom’s rebellion.  At that time David knew that he had been in error, and that he was receiving a chastisement from God.  Now all that was gone, and he knew that God was on his side.
That stirs David to action.  He orders that Solomon is to be coroneted immediately, today, and paraded on his personal mule all through town and within a half mile of where Adonijah is having his party.  
(1 Kings 1:32-41) (SDA BC vol.2 p.726)
1.  How does Adonijah react to learning that Solomon now sits on David’s throne?
Jonathan arrives with confirmation that Solomon is now king and sits on the throne of David.  Adonijah and his guests are afraid and fled, every man his own way.  Adonijah flees to the temple and holds on the horns of the altar, signifying his claim to the right of sanctuary.  This right is denied to a willful murderer (Ex 29:12)  By fleeing to the altar Adonijah conceded the fact that he was guilty of a deed for which he might be executed.  By acknowledging Solomon as king he may have attempted to make a public acknowledgment of his mistake and to claim his usurpation as an act of haste and inadvertency for which sanctuary might be justly claimed.  
David shows his wisdom in dealing with the matter by setting up Solomon as king and allowing events to take their natural course rather than by sending troops to put down the usurper.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.728)
1.  Does Solomon show mercy to Adonijah?  
Solomon took the course of wisdom and mercy by extending pardon,  yet at the same time making it clear that clemency had been extended only upon condition of consequent good behavior. (SDA BC vol.2 p.729)
1. What are David’s last instructions concerning Joab, sons of Barzillai, and Shemei?
Joab had murdered Abner, Uriah, Amasa, and Absalom.David gave directions that Joab’s crimes should be punished by a man whose hands were clean and who owed Joab nothing. (SDA BC vol.2 p.732)
David remembers Barsillai’s hospitality to him when he was fleeing from Absalom.  “To eat at the King’s table” meant to receive support from the royal treasury.  One son, Chimham, is believed by some to be referenced in Jeremiah 41:17 as receiving an inheritance there from property that was specically David’s own.
Shimei- This man who had acted so traitorously toward David, might prove a source of danger to Solomon in those turbulent times. Kill him (verse 9)  (Read also verses 36-46)
 
        The Principles:
1.  If Adonijah had succeeded to ascend David’s throne, what would have become of Solomon, Bathsheba, etc.?  Why do you suppose Solomon did differently towards Adonijah?

2.  Why does God give valuable treasures of wealth and intellect to us?  (Consider PP 753)
It is to test us- to sound out the depths of our love for Him and our appreciation of His favors.  All that man receives of God’s bounty still belongs to God.  “The riches are to be laid a willing offering, at the feet of Jesus; the giver saying, meanwhile, with David, “All things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee.”

Questions and Take-aways:   
