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               “The Fame of Solomon” Read:

		             1 Kings 10 
The Story:	
1. Why did the Queen of Sheba travel to visit King Solomon?  
The Queen of Sheba had heard about Solomon’s wisdom and the glories of his kingdom.  He was very rich and very successful.  She didn’t quite believe it.  She wanted to see for herself what the deal was and she intended to ask Solomon very hard questions.  
2. Where is the Queen from?  
Probably South Arabia.  Archeological research tends toward what is today called Yemen.  It is a long way from South Arabia to Israel.  The Queen traveled with many, many camels loaded with gifts, gold from Ophir, precious stones, fragrant spices, and supplies.  
3. The Queen asked difficult questions about mysteries of nature in diversified fields of learning.  How did Solomon do in answering these questions?  
Solomon did very well!  He gave helpful, intelligent answers which directed the Queen’s mind to the true source of his wisdom and prosperity.  
4. What was the Queen’s take-away?  
After the Queen of Sheba had witnessed Solomon’s wisdom at work she answered, not in words that show a mere formal appreciation for the hospitality she had been given, but in words that revealed how her heart had been deeply moved.  In her response she touched but lightly on all the external magnificence and evidence of worldly prosperity.  She placed the main emphasis on extolling the God of Solomon, who had given him the wisdom and prosperity and fame which had gone all throughout the world.  She rightfully had been led to give glory to God.  There is reason to believe that the Queen will be among the saved in the kingdom of God (Matthew 12:42).  
5.  What is God’s intended result when we play our proper role among the people of this earth?  (PK 67)
God intended that many such conversions would result from Israel playing her role among the people of earth.  From here and there throughout the nations men were to go to Israel and there become acquainted with Israel’s God. By such means light was to go out among all the people.  1 Kings 10:9 says “Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.”  This is the impression that God designed should be made upon all people when all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom that God had put in his heart (2 Chronicles 9:23).  

6. What is the oriental custom concerning gifts?  (SDABC on 1 Kings 10)
Apparently it is customary in the Orient to ask for gifts.  That’s why Solomon told his servants to give the Queen of Sheba anything she asked for.  

7. What sorts of gifts did the Queen of Sheba and King Solomon exchange?  
They gave gold, spices, jewels, and other very rich presents. 

8. God promised Solomon (1 Kings 3:13) great successes on condition of faithfulness.  God promises us we will be the head and not the tail (Deut. 28:1, 13).  Is this also on condition of faithfulness?  
Yes, of course!  Faithfulness is what it means to walk in God’s way, keeping God’s commandments, and His statutes.  Deuteronomy 28:1-2 says that if we hearken diligently to the voice of the Lord our God, to observe and to do all His commandments “which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God.”  
God promises many and mighty blessings, but only to those people who are able to profit by them.  The blessings of God can only be a gift to those walking in His way.  

9. In Solomon’s day, the worldly signs of military strength—conquest and extensions of empire by force—were chariots and horsemen.  How does God design the success and purpose of a nation? (PK 66-7)
Again, God’s purpose of a people and a nation was to evangelize, to show God’s glory and how He blesses His people when they are obedient to His commandments and His statutes.  
The Principles:
1. According to Prophets and Kings p. 69, when are we enabled to develop spiritual and intellectual power?  
Apparently it is when we are faithful in exalting the name of God that our impulses are under divine supervision.  Then we are able to develop spiritual and intellectual power.  

2. Can you find examples of Jesus exalting the name of His Heavenly Father instead of Himself?  
· Jesus, in what we call the Lord’s Prayer, taught His disciples to pray, “hallowed be Thy Name.”  
· We’re not to forget to acknowledge that “Thine is the glory” in Matthew 6:13. 
· At the crucifixion Jesus prayed, “I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest me to do.”  John 17:4
· “Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.”  Jeremiah 9:23-24
· “Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.” John 17:7-8
· There are many others! 
Questions and Take-aways:   
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