                            “Solomon transgresses”Read:

		                  
				1 Kings 11
				PK Chapter 5
The Story:	

Recap: Chapter ten elaborated on the successes and glories of Solomon’s reign.  Even the Queen of Sheba  is duly impressed, perhaps even to the point of accepting the God of Israel as her own.  Suddenly in the first verse of chapter eleven we read that, “ But king Solomon loved many strange women.”  This seems to hint darkly at how Solomon and his kingdom fares in this chapter.  

1. What is meant by “strange women”?


1.  Why in verse 2 does God forbid His people to ‘go into’ those who are not godly?
(Consider also Ex 34:16; Deut 7:4)     What happens in Solomon’s case?
                
1. Why is God very displeased and angry?  (verse 9)

  
1. Why does God “stir up” Hadad and Rezon to become bitter enemies to Solomon’s kingdom?  (PK 77)


1. Who is Jereboam and how does he come into this story?

1. What ‘conditional’ promise does the Lord offer to Jereboam?

1. What transpires between Jereboam and the prophet Ahijah?


1.  Who is Rehoboam?

1.  When Israel is divided up, what becomes of the Levites, who were part of every tribe?  (SDA BC vol.2 p.787)



        The Principles	

1.  How does God try to ‘wake us up’ to a realization of the sinfulness in our life?  


2.  Character is determined by habitual tendencies in our life.  Name some ‘habitual tendencies’ we can develop to determine a godly character.


3.  Though (Micah 7:19) says our sins are cast into the sea and (Hebrews 8:12) says our sinful record is wiped clean, many times we hear that we should put our past behind us and move on.  However, (PK p.78) states that “the true penitent does not put his past sins from his remembrance.  He does not, as soon as he has obtained peace, grow unconcerned in regard to the mistakes he has made.” 
 
How can we harmonize these two apparently contrasting thoughts? 

Questions and Take-aways:   

