                   “a Permanently divided kingdom”Read:

		                  
				1 Kings 12
				PK 87-98

The Story:	

Recap: “The tribes had long suffered grievous wrongs under the oppressive measures of their former ruler.   The extravagance of Solomon’s reign during his apostasy had led him to tax the people heavily and to require of them much menial service.  Before going forward with the coronation of a new ruler, the leading men from among the tribes determined to ascertain whether or not it was the purpose of Solomon’s son to lessen these burdens.”  (PK 88-89)

1. Before swearing in Rehoboam as king, what question did the tribe leaders ask him?

1. Rehoboam was selecting who his counselors would be.  First he turns to the older men who had been his father’s counselors.  What was their advice to the new king?


1.  Next Rehoboam asked the younger men what their advice for policy was.  What was their advice?  What advice did Rehoboam adopt?
                
1. Remember who Jeroboam is and the startling message that the prophet Ahijah had delivered to him.  (1 Ki 11:28-38)

  
1. Jeroboam learned of Solomon’s death, returned to Israel from Egypt and is now attending the coronation at Shechem.  What happens next?  


1. Who is Adoram?  What directive does Rehoboam give him and what happens? (v.18)

1. What retaliatory plans of Rehoboam does the Lord put a stop to?

  
1. Why does Jeroboam, king of the ten tribes of Israel, want to discourage the people from worshipping at Jerusalem?  How does he accomplish this?



1. How does the kingdom of Judah operate under Rehoboam’s first three years as king?


1.  What is the state of Rehoboam’s kingdom after the first three years?



        The Principles	

1. “… he forsook the law of the Lord and all Israel with him…”  (2 Chron 12:1)  
Don’t my decisions apply only to me?  Aren’t they nobody else’s business, mine alone?  
(PK 94)

2. When we confess, seek repentance, ask forgiveness of sin, are those sins wholly uprooted?  Am I habitually ‘repenting’? or ‘over-coming’?  How can we make sure those sins, like seeds, can NEVER spring up again?        (PK 79-80)

Questions and Take-aways:   

