                                                     “Elijah the tishbite” Read:

		                  
			       1 Kings 16:29 - 17:1-16
                                  PK 119-131
The Story:	
Recap: Chapter sixteen ends with Israel deeply entrenched in apostasy and idolatry, worse than ever in Israel’s history!  King Ahab is leading his kingdom farther and farther away from the path God would have his people tread.  .  This chapter concludes with a story which shows God’s warnings are still valid, even 500 years later. There are a few people, however, that though living in Israel, have held firm to serving Jehovah.  Then, chapter seventeen begins a new section of 1 Kings, introducing us to Elijah, a mighty prophet of God.

1. The SDA BC states that King Ahab’s rule, alongside his wife Jezebel’s influence, represented the ‘grossest heathenism’.  What are the commentaries referring to?     (SDA BC vol.2 pg.810)
Israel set aside the worship of Jehovah for the worship of Baal, even converting temples into a place for worshipping this heathen deity. 
 
1.  Years later, how does the prophet Micah portray the legacies of King Omri and his son King Ahab?  (Micah 6:16)
“For the statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels; that I should make thee a desolation, and the inhabitants thereof an hissing: therefore ye shall bear the reproach of my people.”  “Omri was the founder of the iniquitous dynasty that produced Ahab and Athaliah”- (daughter of Ahab & Jezebel) (SDA BC vol.4 pg1029)
1.  Which project of Ahab’s did Heil the Bethelite undertake?   Why was this un-wise?  (See Joshua 6:26)
Heil rebuilt the cursed city of Jericho.  500 years earlier a curse was uttered by divine direction that if someone sought to rebuild Jericho they would bring on the death of their first-born son during the laying of its foundations and the death of their youngest son during the setting of its gates.  Heil, being an Israelite knew of the curse, but proceeded anyway.

1.  What purpose was served in keeping Jericho a ruins?
“It was intended to keep the memorial of Jericho’s destruction ever before the eyes of the coming generations.  The ruins would bear testimony of what comes to the wicked, but a new, rebuilt city on that site would obliterate such a memory.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.199)  
1.  Was the curse still valid?  Was the curse fulfilled?  (See 1 Ki. 16:34)
Yes.  Heil’s oldest son, Abiram, was killed by accident during the foundation stage of rebuilding Jericho and his youngest son, Segub, was killed by accident during the installing of Jericho’s gates.  

1.  God’s prophet, Elijah, suddenly comes on the scene in chapter seventeen.  What does God tell him to do?
Elijah is a God-fearing prophet living in Israel, east of the Jordan River.  God tells him to go to Ahab’s palace, and say to the king that because he has been so wicked in leading Israel to worship heathen false deities and reject the worship of Jehovah, there will be no dew nor rain in the foreseeable future until God’s decides to send it.  Elijah does this, then immediately departs, not waiting around to see the effect of this message on the king.  Apparently, this kind of message could cause the king to have him killed, but Elijah came and left so quickly that Ahab had no chance to respond.  

1.  Where is Elijah to go, immediately after delivering the message?  (1 Ki 17:2-6)
God told Elijah to go back across the Jordan to a brook named Cherith.  There, God told ravens to bring flesh and bread to him twice a day and Elijah drank from the brook.  At Cherith Brook, Elijah survived the drought and was safe from Ahab, who was determinedly searching for him by every means he could think of. 

1.  When the Brook Cherith dries up, what are God’s instructions to Elijah?
God told Elijah to go to Jezebel’s country, far north on the Mediterranean coast.  Before you get to the city of Sidon, you’ll come to the village of Zarephath.  There is a widow who lives there, she will feed you.  Though she’s not an Israelite, she believes in Jehovah and stay with her until the drought is over.

1.  What happens when Elijah meets the woman of Zarephath?
 Elijah asks for water.  The widow puts her firewood down to go get water, but then Elijah also asks for bread.  She tells him she has none, and the little flour and oil she has left is only enough to make a last meal for her son and herself to eat then they will probably starve.  Elijah tells her to take the sticks, go home and make a small bit of bread and bring it to him first, then go back and make another for herself and son.  Elijah says the Lord God of Israel has told him that her flour and oil will last until the drought is over.  The widow woman accepted the message and went home to make the bread.  When she brought it back to Elijah, she also invites him to stay with her.  The flour and oil never ran out, just as the Lord had said.






        The Principles

1. PK page 120 states that oft-repeated appeals, remonstrances, and warnings had failed to bring Israel to repentance.  The time had come when God must speak to them by means of judgments.  What is meant by ‘judgments’?  Does God work similarly with us?


2.  Please elaborate on the meaning of Matthew 10:41
“If a person receives you as he would an inspired prophet, he’ll be rewarded accordingly.  If he receives you as if you’re just a good man, he’ll even be rewarded for that.”



3.  Might our ‘brook’ dry up?  We have all seen God’s marvelous providence, but then the brook dried up.  Does God close one door so that He can open another?
“God’s brooks always dry up.  He doesn’t want us to stay in the same place all the time.  That is our great problem.  We get by our comfortable brook, surrounded by peaceful plenty, and want to rest there the remainder of our days.  Then when God allows the brook to dry up, we often weep and blame God for afflicting us.”  (“The Brook Dried Up”  Why do Christians Suffer? P.5  Joe Crews Library of Sermons #19)  




Questions and Take-aways:   
