                                                            “Mt. Carmel”   Read:

     1 Kings 18:1-46
		                  PK 133-159				
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: In the third year of severe drought and famine, God tells Elijah to take a message to king Ahab.  Ahab’s wife, queen Jezebel, enraged  over Elijah’s message shutting up the heavens so it would not rain, has been killing as many of God’s priests as she could find.  This included many of those who were associated with Elijah in the service of Jehovah.

1. Who does Elijah encounter when he is on the way with God’s message to Ahab?  What do the prophet and Obadiah talk about?
  Obadiah, who was a servant of God, also held an important position in Ahab’s court.  The drought was so bad that Ahab and Obadiah were scouting out places where maybe some pasture and water might be found.  They had split up and Elijah met Obadiah.  Obadiah was shocked to see the prophet and Elijah told him to take a message to the king to come meet him.  Obadiah was worried that if he did this, Elijah might not still be here when he and the king returned and believed the king would kill him for the false information.  Elijah assured Obadiah that he would not leave.  Obadiah also told Elijah that he’d hidden a hundred of God’s prophets in caves and brought them food in defiance of the king and Jezebel’s murderous intents. 

1. With what words does Ahab greet Elijah, and how does the prophet respond?
Upon returning to the spot where Elijah was waiting, the king immediately accuses Elijah of being the source of trouble for Israel… “because it always tries to shirk the responsibility for the evil it brings.  Evil refuses to bear the blame for the trouble it causes.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.818)  Elijah turns it around and states that Ahab and his idolatry is the reason God is withholding rain, etc.  That Ahab is actually the troubler of Israel.

1.  What does Elijah instruct Ahab to do.     
Even though Ahab has been actively seeking to find and murder Elijah, the prophet fearlessly tells the king to gather all the people and the 450 Baal prophets and the 400 others that are sponsored by his wife, Jezebel, to come to Mt. Carmel.  Ahab acts out of guilt and complies

1. When all the people are gathered at Mt. Carmel, how does Elijah address them?
How long halt ye between two opinions?  Choose ye this day who you will serve.  If the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.  But the people answered him not a word.

1. What are the rules of this contest to determine which “God or gods” the people will follow?
Get two young bulls to sacrifice.  The Baal prophets chose one and cut it in pieces, lay it on wood and put no fire under it.  Elijah will dress the other bull and lay it on wood, and put no fire under it.  Then the Baal prophets were to go first and call on the name of their gods to bring fire. Then Elijah would call on the name of the LORD, and the God that answered by fire, let him be God.  All the people answered and said, It is well spoken.

1.  Who goes first and how do they proceed?
The Baal prophets go first and with leaping, yelling, shrieking, demanding, cutting themselves in wild ritualistic dances in a state of frenzy, there was no reply from Baal.  “How could there be?  Baal was nothing but a product of man’s imagination and he could not answer prayers.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.819)

1.  How is it that the priests of Baal could not, by any means, conjure even a spark to appear on their sacrifice, despite their most extreme efforts lasting all day long?
“Satan and his angels were present at Carmel and would have done anything within their power to bring down the desired fire had this been permitted by god.  But the Lord, although allowing the demons to exhibit some of the more revolting aspects of their presence in men, did not allow Satan to bring down fire in the name of Baal. (SDA BC vol.2 p.819)
“Gladly would Satan have come to the help of those whom he had deceived, and who were devoted to his service.  Gladly would he have sent the lightning to kindle their sacrifice.  But Jehovah has set Satan’s bounds, restrained his power, and not all the enemy’s devices can convey one spark to Baal’s altar.  (PK 150)

1. Contrast Elijah’s petition with the priests of Baal.  What is the response of the crowd when God answers Elijah’s prayer?
“It is the hour of the evening sacrifice, and Elijah bids the people, “Come near unto me.”  As they tremblingly draw near, he turns to the broken-down altar where once men worshiped the God of heaven, and repairs it.  To him this heap of ruins is more precious than all the magnificent altars of heathendom… the altar completed, the prophet makes a trench about it, and, having put the wood in order and prepared the bullock, he lays the victim on the altar and commands the people to flood the sacrifice on the altar and commands the people to flood the sacrifice and the altar with water… Then bowing reverently before the unseen God he raises his hands toward heaven and offers a simple prayer… No sooner is the prayer of Elijah ended than flames of fire, like brilliant flashes of lightning, descend from heaven upon the upreared altar, consuming g the sacrifice, licking up the water in the trench, and consuming even the stones of the altar. The brilliancy of the blaze illumines the mountain and dazzles the eyes of the multitude.  The people on the mount prostrate themselves in awe before the unseen God… They cry out together as with one voice, “The Lord, He is the God; the Lord, He is the God.”  (PK 153)

1.  What is the fate of the 450 priests of Baal?
“…even in their discomfiture and in the presence of divine glory, they refuse to repent of their evil-doing.  They would still remain the prophets of Baal.  Thus they showed themselves ripe for destruction… Elijah is directed by the Lord to destroy these false teacher…. “Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape, they are ready to obey.  They seize the priests, and take them to the brook Kishon, and there, before the close of the day that marked the beginning of decided reform, the ministers of Baal are slain.  Not one is permitted to live.”  (PK 154)
1.   What does Elijah repeatedly tell his servant to go look for?  Why does Elijah say that Ahab should head for home?
There was no evidence at this point that it was about to rain, but Elijah was confident it was coming.  He saw no clouds and heard no thunder but he told Ahab to get up, get in your chariot and head for home.  Then the prophet went to the top of the mountain to pray.  He sent his servant out to look for rain clouds over and over, but the servant came back saying no, there’s none.  Then the seventh time Elijah sent him to look, the servant came running back, there is a little dark cloud coming across the sea!

1.  With whose help does the king finally reach the safety of his palace at Jezreel?
Elijah ran before the royal chariot in a blinding rainstorm, over treacherous mountain roads, guiding the king to the entrance of the city.  He had no ill feelings toward Ahab and was willing to perform any service, however humble or inconvenient for the benefit of his king.


        The Principles	

1. Before Elijah prayed to God, he oversaw the repair of the ‘altar’.  What advice do the commentaries offer concerning a ‘family altar’?  (SDA BC vol 2 p.819-20)
“There are many homes today in which the altar of God has been broken down.  It is time that a work be done similar to that upon Carmel.  At evening God’s children should reverently come together at the family altar for a period of quiet devotion.  In the morning families should again unite in a season of prayer.  The altar of prayer and devotion should be kept in constant repair.” 

2. What does Scripture say about tattoos, cutting our flesh, showing grief by cutting ourselves, making marks on our skin to remember the dead?  (Lev 19:28; Deut. 14:1)

Questions and Take-aways:   
