                            “Solomon is king”Read:

                                   (David’s ‘four-fold’ punishment complete)
		                     1 Kings 2:13-46
			                    PK 27-34
The Story:	

Recap: King David’s reign was forty years and six months.  David died and has gone the “way of all the earth”.  His son, Solomon, was crowned king on a rather impromptu occasion and 1 Chronicles 23:1,2 gives an account of a later coronation, with due solemnity and display before the representatives of the entire nation. … It seems clear that during the early part of Solomon’s reign there existed elements of disaffection and unrest which threatened the establishment of the young king’s throne.  Solomon dealt swiftly and firmly with these forces of unrest and revolt, and as a result the kingdom is firmly established under his control.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.733)                                                                                                 

1. Adonijah, another son of David who coveted the throne, comes to Bathsheba with what request?
Ask Solomon to give Abishag to me to be my wife, because Solomon won’t tell deny you anything.
1. Is Adonijah aware that the Lord appointed Solomon to be the king?  If so, why does he ask this of Bathsheba?
He certainly IS aware! v.15 “…for it was his from the Lord.”  The fact that Adonijah even approaches Bathsheba raises suspicions… Has he reconciled himself to his fate?   Was he ready to support Solomon?  Or was he still hoping by some means to take the kingdom for himself? 
This was “A seemingly pious acceptance of the divine will, but actually an ill-concealed purpose of endeavoring to secure by craft the kingdom which he could not secure by force.” (SDA BC vol.2 p.733)
1.  Why does Bathsheba help Adonijah by taking his request to Solomon? 
“Why was Bath-sheba willing to speak for Adonijah before the king?  Did she think him sincere, or did she see through his wiles but consent to his request in the hope that his heart might be set at rest and the kingdom thus made more sure for her son?”  (ibid)
“Yet before Bathsheba he played the part of a devout and repentant young man, reconciled to his fate, and needing only the fair young maiden to soothe his aching heart.” (ibid)
1.  How does Solomon show his mother respect and honor?
Solomon rose up to greet her, bowed himself to her, told someone to bring a chair for her and seated her at his right hand, next to him. The honor that Solomon showed toward his mother was a wonderful example for the people of his day and even for us today.  (ibid)
1. How does Solomon react to Adonijah’s request?  Why?
Maybe Bathsheba thought Adonijah’s request was innocent, but Solomon immediately saw through it as a sneaky attempt to take his throne despite being forgiven for the earlier attempt.  “To have granted Adonijah’s request would have provided strong encouragement to his pretensions.  Those sympathetic with him would have a firm footing on which to rest the older brother’s claims.” (SDA BC vol.2 p.733)
“Solomon also gives vent to his disgust at his mother’s shortsightedness for having allowed herself to be drawn into such a situation as this.  Things were already bad enough without her lending her aid to the efforts of Adonijah to secure the throne.  Adonijah was, after all, the elder brother, and many would think he had a just claim to the throne.  And at his side were two of the most influential men of the land Joab and Abiathar, the military commander and the high priest, aiding and abetting him in every possible way.  
Now, the king’s mother had allowed herself to be taken in to the extent that she was actually asking for nothing less than the kingdom for the elder son.  Solomon said in effect, “Why ask only for Abishag, why not ask for the kingdom as well?  He is my elder brother, and does it not by right belong to him?  And in proof of his claims, does he not have with him Abiathar the priest and Joab as well, in support of his cause and giving evidence to all that he indeed is in the right?”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.733-4)  Bathsheba evidently understood the needed rebuke.
	Abishag was doubtless looked upon as the last wife, or at least the last concubine, of David.  For Adonijah now to ask for Abishag could be construed as asking for the throne itself.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.733)
1.  What becomes of Adonijah, that very day?
“Adonijah’s request was tantamount to treason and as such was punishable by death.  The young man was a dangerous character, and his plottings must not be allowed to jeopardize the security of the state.          (SDA BC vol.2 p.734)   Solomon directed his commander Benaiah to execute Adonijah that same day. 
*Remember David’s self-imposed punishment (via Nathan’s ‘Only Lamb’ story) to repay 4-fold the sin he’d committed against Uriah.  David lost four sons due to his sin: Bathsheba’s infant son, Amnon, Absalom, Adonijah
1. Adonijah has accomplices… Who are they?
Joab, the commander in chief and Abiathar, the high priest.
1.  How does Solomon deal with them?
Solomon thrusts Abiathar out of office.  He fires him.  He said that Abiathar’s actions were worthy of death, but because of his previous devotion and service to David, his life would be spared.  Abiathar is disgraced and banished to the land of Anathoth, his home.  (Interestingly, Anathoth is also the birthplace of Jeremiah) 
After Abiathar is released of office, the high priesthood passed from the house of Ithamar to the house of Eleazar, the elder son of Aaron, to which Zadok belonged  (Num. 25:11-13; 1 Chron. 24:1-6)
Then came tidings of Joab.  He fled to the tabernacle and grabbed hold of the horns of the altar.  If Joab had felt entirely free from complicity in the recent conspiracy, he wouldn’t have feared for his life.  Joab committed treason against man and God.  The previous conspiracy had been pardoned but this new rebellion against God could not be condoned.
1. Solomon gives Shemei a stay of execution, but with what conditions?  Why these conditions?
David had told Solomon to have Shemei killed because he was treacherous.  Solomon eddmed it necessary to keep a close watch on him.  Restless Shemei was among those who might e expected to throw in their lot against the king whenever the opportunity might come.  He was to ge an adherent of the house of Saul and a bitter foe of the house of David.  To restrict Shimei to the confines of Jerusalem was only a reasonable precaution against treason.  God is not an arbitrary executioner of the sentence against transgression.  Sinners reap in judgment what they themselves have sown.  To cross the Kidron brook would be for Shimei to return to his native lands, Bahurim, where he would have the greatest influence and best opportunity of stirring up trouble.
1.  Three years later, what does Shemei do and with what results?
Shimei had two servants who ran away.  He chased them down and returned them to his house.  To catch them, he had to cross the brook and that broke the conditions of his deferment and solemn vow to God.  Solomon didn’t immediately pass judgment on him.  He asked questions then made it clear that Shimei was without defense.  Shemei had given his oath that he would abide by the king’s decree but he had not kept the oath.  The answer of silence became the sentence of death.  It was Shemei’s own iniquity, not merely the judgment of an earthly king, which condemned him to death.

        The Principles:
1. Understanding the Biblical term, ‘Sanctuary’.  Consider these texts…
Exodus 21:14  Solomon made no reference to anything except the old crimes mentioned in the dying charge of David.  One of the reasons, no doubt, was that sanctuary was denied in cases of willful murder.
Numbers 35:16-34; Deuteronomy 19:11-13  The laws against the shedding of blood were so rigid that it is doubtful whether a murderer could be pardoned according to law.  If sentence against willful murder were not executed, the land would carry the guilt of blood
	The altar provided asylum only for those who had killed unwittingly, but this was not the case with Joab.  Knowing well the law, Joab knew the fate in store for him.  Rough and hardy soldier though he was, “too hard” even for the rugged warrior David, the old captain met his doom without a word of remonstrance or an act of resistance.  He was guilty of crimes for which he knew he could present no defense.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.734)

2.  Refresh your memory with the prophecy concerning descendants of Eli.  
(1 Samuel 2:27-36 CW)
Over the years Eli had heard about the wicked things his sons were doing, but he shrank from crossing their wills.  As time went on, they became wicked.  They even forced the women who served at the entrance of the Sanctuary to sleep with them.  Finally, when Eli was over ninety years old, he said to his sons, “Why do you keep doing such wicked things:  Over the years I’ve heard all about what you’ve been doing, but I kept praying that you would come to your senses.  
What I hear is not good.  Everywhere I go the Lord’s people are talking about you.  If a man sins against another person but makes restitution, he may be pardoned.  But when a man sins against the Lord, he’s solely responsible to Him.  No one else can help him.”  But his sons didn’t pay any attention to his rebuke.  The Lord desired to put an end to their wickedness.
Young Samuel began to restore confidence in the priesthood, and as he grew in stature, he also grew in favor with God and with man.  About this time, a prophet of the Lord came to Eli and said, “The God of Israel has given me a message for you.  He said, ‘Wasn’t your ancestor Aaron a slave in Egypt?  I chose him out of all the men in Israel to be my priest, to minister at my altar, to burn incense before me and to wear the garments of the high priest.  I also gave him and his family a share in all the offerings to be burned on the altar.  
Why then are your sons so greedy?  Aren’t these sacrifices and offerings mine?  They are stealing what belongs to their God.  And what have you done about it?  How long are you going to let them do this?  How long will you allow them to steal from me to satisfy their greed and fatten themselves on my sacrifices?’
Therefore, the Lord, the God of Israel says, ‘I promised that your family would always serve me.  But your sons have ignored the conditions of this promise.  I will not honor those living in sin and creating disrespect for the priesthood, no matter who their ancestors are.  I will only honor those who honor me.  
Over the years I will cut your family off from the priesthood.  Your descendants will die in the prime of life, and not one will become old.  In spite of the good things that I will do for Israel, there will be trouble in your family.  No one in your family will live as long as you have.  Some of your descendants will die by the sword and those who escape will grieve in their hearts and cry bitter tears over what is happening to them.  Hophni and Phinehas will die on the same day as a sign to you that what I have said will come to pass.
I will raise up a faithful young man to serve me as high priest who will also be my prophet and will govern Israel for me.  He will listen to me and do what’s in my heart.  I will establish his family, and his descendants will continue to serve as priests, even after Israel turns the government over to a king.  Those left in your family will come to him begging for money and food.  They’ll ask for any job helping the priests, just to get something to eat.’”  
3.  Was Solomon’s knowledge of prophecy a factor in his decisions concerning Abiathar?
Solomon did not declare these things to be done because he knew it would fulfill prophecy, he was acting on the merits of the case.  God decrees what He foresees.  

Questions and Take-aways:   
[image: Genealogy of the Priesthood in David's Time]
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