                                            “Ahab smites Benhadad &Syria”          Read:

     1 Kings 20			
	
The Story:
Recap: Chapter nineteen ends with Elijah, upon returning to Israel on instructions from the Lord, anoints Elisha.  Elisha now travels with Elijah and is a great help to him.  But now, Israel finds itself besieged by King Benhadad and the Syrian army.		
	
1.  Benhadad proposes to make peace with Ahab, but what are the terms he demands?
Benhadad is thought to have 1,200 chariots with the accompanying cavalry men and 20,000 infantry.  Ahab’s military was outnumbered, having 2,000 chariots and 10,000 infantry.  Benhadad demanded that Ahab give over all his gold, silver, the best of his wives and the best of his children
1.  Since Israel was a vassal state to Syria, what was Ahab’s answer to the demands?
It was conciliatory but humiliating.  Ahab was afraid of him.  Either he had been outmaneuvered by Benhadad in some previous test of strength, or he did not have the courage to run the risk of war.  Ahab sent a message to  Benhadad that he would comply and hand it all over to him. 
1. What is Benhadad’s response?  Include his bragging insult.
Benhadad changed the demands to include permitting his army to search all the houses and plunder anything belonging to any of the people that might appeal to the plunderers.  This would mean unqualified and abject surrender.  Benhadad bragged that if his soldiers each took only a handful of earth as they left the battle, there would not be anything left of the city.
1.  Ahab consults his advisors and answers with an almost proverbial retort, which was?
Apparently Ahab was trying to be submissive, but this latest demand he would not accept.  Ahab’s advisors believed Benhadad was looking for an excuse to pillage Samaria and regardless of Ahab’s concessions, would continue upping the demands. “A real soldier boasts after the battle when he takes his armor off, not before the battle while he’s putting it on.”  (CW on vs. 11)
1. Benhadad received Ahab’s latest message when he was drunk, at a feast.  What does he do next?
“Perhaps the Syrian king was too indignant and astonished for more words.  He was acting out his utter contempt for the insignificant Hebrew king, and under the influence of drink he had become foolishly reckless.  It was a case of “senses gone, courage strong.”

1. Who now arrives to king Ahab, with what message from the Lord?
God’s prophet… (Elijah?)  The prophet tells Ahab not to fear, that God will deliver the Syrians into his hand so that all will know that He is the Lord.  God is God not only of the hills but also of the valleys, and indeed of all the earth.

1.  A drunken and overly-confident Benhadad orders his soldiers to capture everyone alive, whether they come out fighting or surrendering.  How does the battle turn out?
God told Ahab that he was to lead his relatively small army into battle.  The Hebrews attacked and killed Benhadad’s scouts then in hand-to-hand combat, each Israelite killed the man he fought.  When the remaining Syrians saw that no Israelites had been killed, they got scared and ran.  Ahab’s men pursued them and headed straight for Benhadad’s tent but the king and his allies mounted horses and escaped.  They were pursued and  many horses and chariots were captured.
1.  When the ‘prophet’ arrives the second time, what is his message?
During the coming months, build up your forces, because Benhadad is building his and will attack again next spring.
1. What is the ‘theory’ that Benhadad’s councilors have to explain their loss at battle with such an inferior army?  How does God respond?  What happens?
They decided that Israel’s God was god of the hills and next time they would attack on the plains, thus thwarting the ‘hills god’.  Ahab’s smaller army appeared as a couple groups of goats compared to the vast Syrian army.  For seven days the armies camp opposite each other.  Then on the seventh day, the Israelites attack.  Ahab’s men killed a hundred thousand Syrians that day.  Some Syrians ran back to the city of Aphek for protection and stood on the city wall to keep an eye on Ahab’s army but the wall collapsed and another 27,000 died.  
1.   Benhadad and his advisors were hiding in a house in the center of town and developed what plan?  Does it work?
They discussed that Israel’s leaders often showed mercy instead of being ruthless and harsh as the heathen kings were.  They decided to wrap ropes around their necks and went to meet Ahab asking for mercy.  As soon as Ahab said Benhadad was his brother they saw this as an indication that all would be well.  Ahab invited him to step into his chariot and then promised that he’d let Benhadad live and return home in peace, when God had delivered him into Ahab’s hand for destruction.

1.  What is the scenario that God tells the prophet to set up?  
The prophet was told to tell another to take a weapon and hit him in the face and make it bleed.  The first prophet refused to do it… he was told that his disobedience would cost him his life, and when he left for home, a lion found him and he was killed.  The next prophet that was told to strike him in the face, did so.  Then the prophet showed up before Ahab, unrecognized, with a bandage covering his wound and his identity.  Ahab failed to sense his responsibility or to take advantage of his opportunity.  Benhadad was not to be trusted.  He was only playing for time.  A few years later Ahab was to pay for his leniency with his life. (1 Ki 22:31-6)
1.  What lessons can we learn about unquestioning obedience to the word of the Lord?
Examples?  Collecting manna on Fri vs. on Sabbath day, Uzzah touching ark, etc.

1.  In this presentation; Who does the bandaged prophet represent?
                                                 Who does the man he is told to guard represent?
Ahab is the ‘bandaged’ prophet.  Benhadad is the man being guarded.  The ‘guard’ was paying attention  to everything else except the one matter of supreme importance.  God had delivered Benhadad into the hands of Ahab to be destroyed.  Ahab failed to sense his responsibility or to take advantage of his opportunity.  In the harsh demands made upon him by Benhadad only the year before, Ahab should have sensed the character of the man with whom he was dealing and should have acted accordingly... a few years later Ahab was to pay for his leniency with his own life.
1.  Does Ahab recognize himself in this story?  Does Ahab acknowledge the justice of his sentence?
No.  And he hastily pronounces judgment.  “Ahab became angry and sullen, and showed no trace of true repentance or Godly sorrow.  He had pronounced this sentence against himself, and with a finality that offered no appeal…  He returned home, displeased with the prophet rather than himself, finding fault with the ways of God rather than with his own mistakes.  The unregenerate human heart ever seeks to justify its mistakes; a man’s ways are generally right in his own eyes.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.832-3)
        

        The Principles	

1.  Do you remember other times in Scripture where someone was set up in a similar way as in this story?
David and the parable of the ewe lamb (2 Samuel 12:5-7) Prophet Nathan tells story that poor man’s beloved lamb is slain to feed wealthy man’s guest because he didn’t want to kill one of his own.  David’s response led to losing four of his sons to untimely death.
The story of the two brothers (2 Samuel 14:10, 11) A woman tells a story about two sons, now remaining one is doomed… David gives amnesty, then woman corners him that he forgives her son but won’t forgive Solomon.
David and now Ahab both pronounced the verdict, not realizing that they were passing sentence against themselves. 
In my haste to judge someone and indignantly pronounce a verdict, might it come back on my own head as a judgment against myself?

Questions and Take-aways:   
