                                                    “Ahab smites Benhadad &Syria”   Read:

    1 Kings 20
		              				
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: Chapter nineteen ends with Elijah, upon returning to Israel on instructions from the Lord, anoints Elisha.  Elisha now travels with Elijah and is a great help to him.  But now, Israel finds itself besieged by King Benhadad and the Syrian army.
	.
1.   Benhadad proposes to make peace with Ahab, but what are the terms he demands?

1. Since Israel was a vassal state to Syria, what was Ahab’s answer to the demands?

1. What is Benhadad’s response?


1. Ahab consults his advisors and answers with an almost proverbial retort, which was?


1. Benhadad received Ahab’s latest message when he was drunk, at a feast.  What does he do next?


1. Who now arrives to king Ahab, with what message from the Lord?
 

1.  A drunken and overly confident Benhadad orders his soldiers to attack and capture everyone alive, whether they come out fighting or surrendering.  How does the battle turn out?


1. When the ‘prophet’ arrives the second time, what is his message?
1. What is the ‘theory’ that Benhadad’s councilors have to explain their loss at battle with such an inferior army?  How does God respond?  What happens?

1. Benhadad and his advisors were hiding in a house in the center of town and developed what plan?  Does it work?


1.   What is the scenario that God tells the prophet to set up?  


1.  What lessons can we learn about unquestioning obedience to the word of the Lord?


1.  In this presentation; Who does the bandaged prophet represent?
                                                 Who is represented by the man being guarded?


1.   Does Ahab recognize himself in this story?  Does Ahab acknowledge the justice of his sentence?


        The Principles	


0.  Do you remember other times in Scripture where someone was set up in a similar way as in this story?


Questions and Take-aways:   
