                                            		 “Seduced by False Prophets”          Read:

     1 Kings 22			
		 	 	 	  	 	 	      	
The Story:

Recap: Though Ahab had freed Ben-Hadad, the Syrian king had not delivered on his promise to return the city of Ramoth in Gilead to the Israelites.  For three years after Ahab’s repentance of murdering Naboth, there was peace between Israel and Syria due to God promising to defer consequences while Ahab lived.    Also, Ahab and Asa’s son, Jehoshaphat were in alliance because their children were married: (Ahab’s daughter Athaliah to  Jehoshaphat’s son Jehoram)	Their common enemy, Assyria, however, was growing more powerful and becoming a definite threat to the countries of Palestine and Syria.  
	
1.  What does Ahab propose during a time Jehosahphat was visiting?  What is Jehosaphat’s reply?
Remember, Benhadad promised to return cities to Israel upon his release, but actually hadn’t done it, Ramoth Gilead among them.  What do you say to us going together against him to re-take Ramoth Gilead?  Jehoshaphat quickly agreed, saying he’ll ready his troops and horses and chariots to join whenever Ahab names the time and place.

1. Jehoshaphat, then suggests they consult the LORD, before planning any further.  Who does Ahab call up?
“These were probably not prophets of Baal, inasmuch as it is not likely that Ahab would have insulted Jehoshaphat, who had distinctly asked for (vs.5, 7) a prophet of the LORD (Yahweh), by summoning the avowed prophets of a heathen deity.  
They claimed to speak in the name of Jehovah, (v.6… they said the Lord) but they were false prophets.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.838) 
 
1. The king of Judah, is however, dissatisfied and asks what of Ahab?
“Isn’t there a true prophet of the Lord  God nearby whom we can ask?”

1. Turns out, yes, there is a true prophet, but Ahab doesn’t like him, why?
Josephus asserts that Micaiah was the prophet that prophesied evil of Ahab for the king’s actions toward Benhadad, back in 1 Ki. 20:35-43.
“Evil usually hates the good.  Micaiah was hated by Ahab because his words were not in line with the desires of Israel’s wicked king, who wanted his own way, and wanted prophets who would prophesy accordingly. 

1. What is the message that all Ahab’s prophets give him?  
The message was that Ahab would be successful in battle. But they were actually encouraging him to go on a foolish and disastrous mission that will mean his death.  They were now using the name “Yahweh” a title that they at first had avoided.

1. How does the conversation go when Ahab’s messenger goes to fetch Micaiah?
The messenger to fetch Micaiah thought that by such counsel as he was offering he could influence the message delivered.  But phrphets of God receive their messages from God, not from men.  It is the Lord who directs them and tells them what to say, whether that be in accord with the voices of others or not.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.840)

1.  How does Micaiah mock the false prophets?  Does Ahab realize he is being sarcastic?
Go ahead, go take up and prosper… see what will happen!  Ahab seems to sense at once that Micaiah is speaking in irony.  And knows Micaiah does not intend his words to be taken as true.  Then Micaiah changes his tone and speaks seriously.

1.  What true message from the Lord does Micaiah deliver to the king?  What is his vision?
Micaiah said he sees the people scattered on the hills without a leader, their king is dead and they go home.  Next Micaiah relays the vision God gave him:  Like the story of Job, we see a picture of what is played out behind the scene… I saw the Lord sitting on his throne in heaven with all the angels standing around Him.  The Lord said to them, ‘What do you think about Ahab?  Should we put a stop to his wickedness?  If so, how should we go about it?”  One angel suggested this and another that… Then an evil angel spoke up, saying that he would entice him into battle.  The Lord said, ‘How will you do it?’  The evil angel said, ‘I will make Ahab’s false prophets lie to him; The Lord said, ‘Go and entice him into battle.  I won’t stop you.
So, your prophets are lying to you.  The Lord will not go with you to Ramoth to protect you.”

1.  How does Zedekiah prove himself to be a false prophet?  What does Micaiah say in response?
v.24  Zedekiah hits Micaiah in the face saying “Since when did the spirit of the LORD God of Israel talk only to you?”  
“The spirit of evil always reveals itself as evil.  It is harsh, not kind; cruel, not merciful.  God’s people are admonished, “Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God”  (1 Jn 4:1) “By their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt 7:20)  A listing of the works of the flesh and the fruits of the Spirit is found in Galatians 5:19-23, and by these the nature of the spirits may be tested.  By smiting Micaiah on the cheek, Zedekiah gave proof that the spirit within him was evil.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.840)
“The prophets were now using the name of Jehovah, a title they at first had avoided.  They were false prophets, and they were not speaking for Jehovah, even though they now ventured to employ His name in their deceptive declarations.” (SDA BC vol.2 p.839-40) 
Micaiah said, “You’ll find out who the Spirit of the LORD is speaking through when you have to hide in an inner room to keep from being killed.

1.  What does Ahab do next? And what is Micaiah’s reply?
Ahab declares that Micaiah be thrown in prison, that he’ll be dealt with when Ahab returns from battle.  Micaiah says that if Ahab returns from battle, then it was not the LORD that is speaking through him.

1.  What is Ahab’s plan to camouflage himself?  Does it work?  How does the battle go?
Ahab wants to be in the actual battle so he dresses as a regular soldier, but the enemy spies him out and he is mortally wounded by an arrow that entered in an opening in his armor.  His blood ran under his armor onto the floor of the chariot as he directs his driver to leave the battle front.  Ahab encouraged his soldiers all day long but dies at the end of the day.
Ahab is buried, but dogs lick up his blood when the chariot is being washed out in the creek, just as it was prophesied earlier by the Lord through the prophet Elijah. (1 Ki 21:19)


        The Principles	
1.  Understanding the tools used to translate Hebrew words used for “Deity”.  (see SDA BC vol.1, p.35).
“Understanding the devices used by the translators of the KJV (also the RSV) to indicate in the English which of the different Hebrew terms for the Deity is found in the Hebrew text.  They followed the custom of reading “LORD” for the divine name, a usage sanctioned by the apostles and Gospel writers in the New Testament… The word YHWH is rendered “Lord,” but in cases where it follows the word ‘Adonai, YHWH is rendered “GOD”.  Note that in the KJV and RSV the word LORD or GOD with the small capitals always represents the personal name YHWH, which was transliterated “Jehovah” in the ASV.  Wherever the word ‘Adonai is found it is given as “Lord,” and the Hebrew term ‘Elohim is always translated as “God” when it refers to the true God.  If these simple rules are kept in mind, it is easy to recognize which of the divine names or titles are used in the Old Testament.  The following examples may be helpful as a summary:”
 God is ‘Elohim      (Genesis 1:1)
Lord is ‘Adonai    (Genesis 18:30)
LORD, YHWH    (Genesis 18:33)
LORD God, YHWH ‘Elohim	    (Genesis 2:4)
Lord GOD, ‘Adonai YHWH     (Genesis 15:2)
YHWH is His personal name, often translated as Jehovah
Notice that in 1 Kings 22:6 the false prophets use the lower case letters (Lord) implying any god or master.  When the ‘false’ prophets answered however, they did not say ‘Yahweh’, they used the Hebrew word for lord which is ‘adonai’ meaning any god regarded as a lord or master. (ibid)  
Later on in verse twelve these prophets did use the word “Yahweh” for their God- as seen in the English translation, “LORD” appearing in capitals (see SDA BC vol.1, p.35).



  Questions and Take-aways:   
