                            “Grant me Wisdom”Read:

                                  
		                     1 Kings 3
			              PK 25-34; 52-55
The Story:	

Recap: God promised that as He had been with David, so He would be with Solomon.  If the king would walk before the Lord in uprightness, if he would do what God had commanded him, his throne would be established and his reign would be the means of exalting Israel as “a wise and understanding people,” the light of the surrounding nations. (PK 30)

1. What was Solomon’s dream?   (vs. 4-15)
While at a thanksgiving festival in Gibeon, God spoke to Solomon in a dream.  The dream was a test to the young king.  By the nature of his request Solomon would reveal the nature of his heart.  God asked what gift would Solomon like to have. Solomon replied that he felt like a little child, not experienced enough to wisely lead the nation.  He asked for an understanding heart to judge the people, and be able to discern between good and bad.  God was pleased that Solomon asked for wisdom and not for riches, death of his enemies or a long life.  Because Solomon had not asked for these things, God said He would give them to him anyway, in addition to giving him wisdom to lead the people. 

1. What has Solomon stated is the most important thing in life? (Proverbs 4:7)
“Wisdom is the most important thing in life to pursue.  Even if it costs everything you have, go after understanding.”

1. Can anyone ask for and receive wisdom from God like Solomon did? 
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”   (James 1:5)

The God whom we serve is no respecter of persons.  He who gave to Solomon the spirit of wise discernment is willing to impart the same blessing to His children today.  …When a burden bearer desires wisdom more than he desires wealth, power, or fame, he will not be disappointed.  Such a one will learn from the Great Teacher not only what to do, but how to do it in a way that will meet with the divine approval.   (PK p.31)

1.  How did Solomon proceed after the ‘dream’?  
“And all Israel … feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment.”                 (1 Kings 3:28)  The hearts of the people were turned toward Solomon, as they had been toward David, and they obeyed him in all things.  “Solomon … was strengthened in his kingdom, and the Lord his God was with him, and magnified him exceedingly.” (2 Chronicles 1:1)
“As the years went by and Solomon’s fame increased, he sought to honor God by adding to his mental and spiritual strength, and by continuing to impart to others the blessings he received.  None understood better than he that it was the favor of Jehovah that he had come into possession of power and wisdom and understanding, and that these gifts were bestowed that he might give to the world a knowledge of the King of kings.”  (PK 33)

1. What is the issue concerning the two prostitutes with one baby?
Two ‘harlots’ who lived in the same house had given birth to baby boys.  In the night one of the women accidently rolled onto her baby and suffocated him.  She switched the dead baby with the other woman’s live baby while she slept.  The next morning the mother discovered that the dead baby next to her was not hers.  But when she confronted the other woman to get her live baby back, she was refused.  Both women went to court with their dispute.  Solomon ordered that the baby be cut in two pieces so each mother could have half.  The true mother was horrified and cried out no! let the other woman keep the baby, just let the baby live!  Solomon knew the real mother would not allow her baby to be killed.  Unbelievably, the lying woman was okay with killing the baby.
1. What was the effect ‘on all Israel’ when this story became known?
“And when all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment.” (1 Kings 3:28)

1. What misstep does Solomon make in 1 Ki 3:1?
“In seeking to strengthen his relations with the powerful kingdom lying to the southward of Israel (Egypt) Solomon ventured upon forbidden ground…” 
Satan knew the results that would come of disobedience, he wanted to bring influences that would insidiously undermine Solomon’s loyalty to principle and cause him to separate from God.  
Verse 1 tells that “Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh King of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought her into the City of David.” (Jerusalem) (1 Kings 3:1)

1. What is the second mistake Solomon makes?  (1 Ki 3:2)
The law of Moses states that sacrifices were to be brought to the tabernacle and were not to be offered in the open field (Lev 17:3-5)  The Lord had promised to designate a special place where the sacrifices were to be brought (Deut. 12:10)  Before the selection of this special place, sacrifices were offered at various places throughout the country, with a seeming unconsciousness of guilt on the part of the worshipers.  Two reasons are given for prohibition of sacrifices at high places:
1) To keep the Israelites from the places where the corrupting idolatrous worship of the land was carried on;
2) To prevent the springing up of unauthorized sanctuaries of the Lord, where false practices might be developed. Unfortunately, Solomon did not observe the Mosaic directives forbidding sacrifice except at a central shrine.  Although this rule had been ignored during the period of the judges and even under Samuel and David, Israel had now come to a new hour in its religious experience.  It was beginning to be recognized that God would no longer condone a situation that He had formerly “winked at”.        (Acts 17:30) 

        The Principles:
1.  Solomon’s ‘affinity’ with Pharaoh’s daughter was a sin. (PK 53) 
(The king was not to multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away, neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver gold.) (Deut 17:17)
*Though the Egyptian princess was converted and joined God’s people, PK maintains that this method of ‘soul winning’ is not of God.  Why?  (PK 53 and 54)
From a human point of view, this marriage, though contrary to the teachings of God’s law, seemed to prove a blessing; for Solomon’s heathen wife was converted and united with him in the worship of the true God.  Furthermore, Pharaoh rendered signal service to Israel by taking Gezer, slaying “the Canaanites that dwelt in the city,” and giving it “a present unto, his daughter, Solomon’s wife.”  (1 Ki. 9:16)
“But in forming an alliance with a heathen nation,. And sealing the compact by marriage with an idolatrous princess, Solomon rashly disregarded the wise provision that God had made for maintaining the purity of His people.  The hope that his Egyptian wife might be converted was but a feeble excuse for the sin…  The commands of Jehovah were set aside for the customs of surrounding peoples.”
“Solomon flattered himself that his wisdom and the power of his example would lead his wives from idolatry to the worship of the true God, and also that the alliances thus formed would draw the nations roundabout into close touch with Israel.  Vain hope!  Solomon’s mistake in regarding himself as strong enough to resist the influence of heathen associates was fatal.”  (PK 54)  
Fatal too, was the deception that led him to hope that despite the fact he was disregarding God’s law, others would still be led to revere and obey its sacred precepts.  So gradual was Solomon’s apostasy that before he was aware of it, he had wandered far from God.  “Little by little, he withheld from God that unswerving obedience which was to make Israel a peculiar people…” (PK 55)
“Solomon was endued with wonderful wisdom, but the world drew him away from God.  As God warned Solomon of his danger, so today He warns His children not to imperil their souls by affinity with the world…
Christians are to keep themselves distinct and separate from the world, its spirit, and its influences…  God is fully able to keep us in the world, but we are not to be of the world.  He watches over His children with a care that is measureless.  But He requires undivided allegiance.”  (PK 59)


Questions and Take-aways:   
