                            “Solomon and hiram”Read:

		                  
				1 Kings 5
2 Chronicles 2-4   
PK 55-74
The Story:	

Recap: Hiram, King of Tyre and King David had a longstanding friendship.  When Hiram learned of Solomon ascending the throne of Israel, he sent ambassadors and gifts to congratulate him.

1. What was Solomon’s relationship with king Hiram?
They were friends and made an agreement to benefit both nations.  Food for building materials.

1. What is the great project that Solomon is ready to begin?  
Finally, to build the temple for God that his father, king David had sought to do years ago.
  
1. What is the proposal Solomon makes to Hiram?
All the bountiful trees that were so numerous in Phoenicia would be floated down the coast to Israel by Hiram’s people in exchange for measure upon measure of grains, animals that were plenteous in Israel.  Also, skilled woodsmen from Phoenicia for labor in exchange for Israel providing their meals.

1. What is Hiram’s response? 
Hiram happily complies and the project to build the temple proceeds.
  
1. Where does Solomon seek skilled men, “especially cunning  in the finer arts”?  
(PK 63) 
“For the construction of the wilderness tabernacle, chosen men were endowed by God with special skill and wisdom.  The Lord called by name, Bezaleel, of the tribe of Judah; and God filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, understanding and knowledge and all manner of workmanship.  Ahd Aholiab, of the tribe of Dan God filled with wisdom of heart to work all the work of engraver, embroiderer, weaver etc.  (Ex 35:30-35)   
The descendants of Bezeleel and Aholiab inherited the talents of their forefathers.  And for a time these men of Judah and Dan remained humble and unselfish, but gradually they lost their hold upon God and the desire to serve Him unselfishly.  Because of their superior skills they demanded higher wages for their services.  Most often they found had employment in the surrounding nations, not in Israel.  “It was among these men that Solomon looked for a master workman to superintend the construction of the temple on Mount Moriah… “  (PK 63) 
1. Where should Solomon have been looking for these skilled workmen? (PK 
“Minute specifications, in writing, regarding every portion of the sacred structure, had been entrusted to the king; and he could have looked to God in faith for consecrated helpers, to whom would have been granted special skill for doing with exactness the work required.  But Solomon lost sight of this opportunity to exercise faith in God.”  (PK 63) (2 Chron. 2:7)

1. Who is Huram?  (2 Chron 2:14)
The son of a woman of the daughters of Dan and his father was a man of Tyre.  Huram was a descendant, on his mother’s side, of Aholiab, to whom, hundreds of years before, God had given special wisdom for the construction of the tabernacle.”  (PK 63) 
“Thus at the head of Solomon’s company of workmen there was placed a man whose efforts were not prompted by an unselfish desire to render service to God.  He served the god of this world, mammon.  The very fibers of his being were inwrought with the principles of selfishness.  Because of his unusual skill, Huram demanded large wages.  Gradually the wrong principles that he cherished came to be accepted by his associates… and as they labored with him day after day, they yielded to the inclination to compare his wages with their own and began to lose sight of the holy character of their work.  (see PK  63-4)

1. What is said to be one of the primary causes of Solomon’s apostasy, who once was the wisest of mortals?   (see PK  64)
“Prominent among the primary causes that led Solomon into extravagance and oppression was his failure to maintain and foster the spirit of self-sacrifice.”  For Huram and his workers, “the spirit of self-denial left them, and in its place came the spirit of covetousness.  The result was a demand for higher wages, which was granted.  The far-reaching effects of these influences may be traced to a lost spirit of self-sacrifice.  “Another deviation from right principles that finally led to the downfall of Israel’s king was his yielding to the temptation to take to himself the glory that belongs to God alone.”  (PK  61-5)
“Money which should have been held in sacred trust for the benefit of the worthy poor and for the extension of principles of holy living throughout the world, was selfishly absorbed in ambitious projects…. Engrossed in an overmastering desire to surpass other nations in outward display, the king overlooked the need of acquiring beauty and perfection of character.  In seeking to glorify himself before the world, he sold his honor and integrity.”  (PK 55)
1. What is the important lesson for God’s people today, a lesson that many are slow to learn?  (ibid)
“The spirit of covetousness, of seeking for the highest position and the highest wage, is rife in the world.  The old-time spirit of self-denial and self-sacrifice is too seldom met with.  But this is the only spirit that can actuate a true follower of Jesus”.  (RH Jan. 4, 1906)
1.   Why should we feel “highly privileged in being permitted to give to the Lord’s institutions our ability, service, and unwearying vigilance”?  (ibid)
“Great care should be taken in regard to the spirit pervading the Lord’s institutions.  These institutions were founded in self-sacrifice, and have been built up by the self-denying gifts of God’s people and the unselfish labor of His servants.  Everything connected with institutional service should bear the signature of heaven.  A sense of the sacredness of God’s institutions should be encouraged and cultivated.  The workers are to humble their hearts before the Lord, acknowledging His sovereignty.  All are to live in accordance with principles of self-denial…We will feel that it is a high privilege in being permitted to give to the Lord’s institutions of our ability, service and unwearying vigilance.”  (ibid)



        The Principles:

1.  The *GCB Feb. 25, 1895 reference states that Solomon brought a ‘leaven of evil influences’ such as polygamy and idolatry to Jerusalem.  Are we not supposed to reach out to all the world?   
Baleful influences set in motion thoughts that become too great to resist and all humility is forfeit.  Raised to a pinnacle of greatness and surrounded with the gifts of fortune, Solomon became dizzy, lost his balance and fell.  Constantly extolled by men of the world, he finally permitted men to speak of him as the one most worthy of praise for the matchless splendor of the building planned and erected for the honor of “the name of the Lord God of Israel.”  Thus it was that the temple of Jehovah came to be known throughout the nations as “Solomon’s temple.”  Even to this day the temple of which Solomon declared, “This house which I have built is called by Thy name” (2 Chron 6:33) is oftenest spoken of, not as the temple of Jehovah, but as “Solomon’s temple.”  
“We cannot show greater weakness than by allowing men to ascribe to him the honor for gifts that are Heaven-bestowed.  The true Christian will make God first and last and best in everything… It is when we are faithful in exalting the name of God that our impulses are under divine supervision, and we are enabled to develop spiritual and intellectual power.”  (PK 68-9)
2.  Can evil influences also lead to our downfall? 
Yes.  Solomon didn’t all of a sudden fall into apostasy, it was gradual, little by little, slight deviations from right principles.

Questions and Take-aways:   

*Christian Temperance and Bible Hygiene (certain chapters by EGW)
