                            “feasts and dedications”Read:

		                  
				1 Kings 8
				PK 37-50, 58, 65-6, 335-359
The Story:	

Recap: This chapter of 1 Kings is said to be one of the most outstanding chapters of the Bible.  Chapter eight contrasts with the previous one, which detailed everything having to do with the material and workmanship of the temple.  Chapter eight speaks to the deep significance of things having to do with the house of God.  Neither chapter is complete without the other. 

1. Why has Solomon invited the leaders of Israel, the heads of tribes and leaders of families, to Jerusalem?

1.  What was to be moved into the new temple?  From where? 

1. What are the specific guidelines God gave for handling the ark, keeping in mind that all priests are Levites, but not all Levites are priests (Joshua 3:3) 
Who were responsible for preparing the ark for any journey? (Num. 4:5, 15)
Which family of Levites were the only ones to bear the ark? (Num. 3:31)
                   
1. What were the things that the Gershonite family was responsible for?
What were the things that the Merarite family was responsible for?
(Num. 3:25-37)

1. As the temple is being furnished, an overwhelming cloud descends.  What was this ‘cloud’?
  
1. What experience did the priests in verse 11 have in common with Moses (Ex.40:34-5) Ezekiel (Ez.10:4) Isaiah (Is. 6:1-5) David (1 Chron.16:25, 27, 34) and the disciples of Jesus (Luke 9:34)

1. Why was the time chosen for the Temple dedication particularly appropriate?  (SDA BC vol.2 p.)

1. Solomon’s prayer is still used as an example by ministers to dedicate houses of worship.  Verses 31-46 mentions seven cases in which Solomon asks for God’s mercy.  They are:


        The Principles:
1.  What is the secret to finding peace and riches on earth?


2.  There are numerous places in scripture that tell God promises and desires to be with His people, forever.  So, why do those promises often fail to materialize?   


Questions and Take-aways:   

