                                                       “Is God blood Thirsty?”Read:

                                                              
     	 	 	 	 	           	2 Kings 10		              									                  SDA Bible Commentaries vol.2 p.199-204
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: Jehu has been appointed king of Israel and zealously seeks to fulfill the Lord’s prophecy that all Ahab’s descendants will be destroyed, though God has not tasked him to do this.  Jehu sends out a letter suggesting each city choose their best man to challenge his kingship.  The cities fear to do that.  Jehu sends out a second letter stating that all those loyal to him will kill all the remaining kinfolk and priests of Ahab.  So, the leaders of many cities murdered the 70 sons of Ahab.  They then killed all remaining Ahab’s kin in Samaria (according to the saying of the Lord by Elijah) Next they killed all the prophets of Baal.  Though Jehu took no heed to walk in the Law of God, God rewarded Jehu for clearing out Baal worship with a promise that his sons would rule Israel for the next 100 years.  What?!  Rewarded for such violence?  Is God blood thirsty and merciless?
The following is taken from the SDA BC vol.2 pgs.199-204
 Keep these facts in mind-
1. All who sin and rebel against God, forfeit their right-to-life.
No successful government can continue if it does not put down rebellion.  An ideal government can’t have a restricted area where rebellion festers and foments.
1. Though rebellion must be put down and the rebel has forfeited his right-to-life, God hasn’t proceeded simply along the lines of justice, He has also displayed mercy.
The ultimate destruction of all wicked (the 2nd Coming) has been delayed because God is long-suffering towards us, not willing that any perish, but wants all to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9 & Ezekiel 18:23)
1. Even though God displays mercy and gives us time to turn from rebellion, there will ultimately come a day of reckoning.
If grace and probation are extended indefinitely, we’d have a never-ending truce with rebellion and sin, which is the same as capitulating to it.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

0.  God promised Canaan to Abraham and his descendants.  Why did it take 400 years to take place, why not immediately?
The Amorites were the most powerful and dominant race among the Canaanites, so they represent all the Canaanite People.  They made a religion of lust, they sent their children into the fires of the god Molech (Leviticus 18)  The delay was a probation period, God was giving many opportunities for them to repent and turn from rebellion.  Finally, when their cup of iniquity was full and their probation period was complete, they were to be destroyed.  (Genesis 15:16) 

0. But why the children?  Why not just destroy the parents and leave the younger generation?
To destroy the parents but leave the younger generation would have preserved the seed of corruption.  The rising generation s follow the very same course of the preceding without exception.   (400 years of following the same course)

0. The Scoffer’s 1st question: If there is a good God, why does He permit evil doers to dominate the world and do wicked things to poor innocent creatures?
The Scoffer’s 2nd question:  If God is a God of love, why does He destroy people                                and why is He going to destroy all but a select group at the end of the world?
The second question answers the first… God will ultimately destroy all the wicked because their probation period (cup of iniquity is full) to repent of doing wickedness to innocents is up, and they will be destroyed.  Justice will be done.

1.  Did God select Israel out of partiality for them?
No.  God accepts any nation or individual on the same conditions.  Abraham responded to God without reserve.  Abraham accepted the invitation of a relationship with God and served God faithfully and trained his children to do likewise.  (Gen 18:19)  Abraham’s descendants became God’s representatives among men and God made them custodians of His revealed will.  (Romans 3:1,2)

1.  When God granted Canaan to the Israelites, what were His instructions toward the Canaanites?  (Deuteronomy 7:2)
To smite utterly, save nothing alive that breathes.  (Deuteronomy 20:16)

1.  Are there no exceptions?  Are there individuals who might yet choose to serve the true God and not perish with their rebellious nation?
Rahab the Canaanite is one example that divine mercy would spare those who forsook idolatry.  (Joshua 2:9-13; 6:25; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25)
At the flood, at the destruction of Sodom, at the fall of Jerusalem to the Romans, all who heeded the warning given them were saved.  (Genesis 6:9-13, 18; 18:23-32; Luke 21:20-22; GC 30) The close of probation for a nation, as such, did not necessarily mean that innocent individuals would have to suffer death with those who deserved it.

1.  Did God intend Israel to take Canaan by ordinary warfare?
No.  In the conquest of Canaan divine power was to be combined with human effort.  God intended all men to recognize that it was by His favor alone that Israel prevailed (PP 491, 496)  Lessons learned at Kadesh-barnea and later at Ai taught them that in their own strength they could never subdue the land.  However, God did not intend Israel to take Canaan by ordinary warfare, but rather by strict compliance with His instructions.  In some instances the report of God’s mighty deeds on behalf of His people would have smitten the Canaanites with fear and they would have surrendered without fighting.  At other time they would have become confused and turned on one another.  Also, God would have utilized, at times, the forces of nature even as He had done in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and at the crossing of the Jordan.  Had Israel only cooperated with Him, He would have worked for them in many unexpected ways.  Perhaps, too, some nations like the Gibeonites would have come to a knowledge of the true God.  
But, Israel’s repeated failure to give strict obedience to God’s commands at Kadesh, Shittim and Ai in large measure allayed the fears of the Canaanites, gave them time to prepare for the fray, and made the conquest of the land far more difficult than it would otherwise have been.  Divine love no longer was available to bring repentance, divine justice decreed the probation of these rebels against God closed, demanded their prompt execution, and assigned their land to His chosen representatives.


        The Principles	

1.  Back to Jehu and 2 Kings 10:30-  Did Jehu accomplish all he could have to turn his people back to the Lord?
No.  While Jehu may have destroyed the manifestations of Baal worship from the nation of Israel, he certainly did not destroy the spirit of false religion.  What Jehu did was simply to touch upon some of the externals of religious life of the people.  Basically, the Israelites were as wicked, dishonest, corrupt, and immoral as before.  Jehu fought evil, but he employed evil to do it.  Sin can never be overcome by sin.  If Jehu’s main aim had been righteousness and a return to Jehovah, he would have turned his zeal against the golden calves of Dan and Bethel as well as the house of Baal.  
The worship of Baal was a curse to the land of Israel, and the house of Ahab had been guilty of promoting this system of false religion.  It was high time that something be done to put an end to the evil influences of the house of Ahab.  It was time that the idolatrous system of Baal worship be rooted out of the land.  The work of Jehu was a mixture of good and evil.  To a certain extent he had done the work of the Lord, but there were also serious evils in his methods which did not have the approval of Heaven.  Jehu was a law to himself.  He had little regard for the statutes of righteousness established by God.

2.  Are we individually doing all we can to turn ourselves and others in our circle of  influence back to the Lord?  
Every day, all day long, let’s never fail to act on the opportunities that God puts before us.

Questions and Take-aways:   
