                                                       “Is God blood Thirsty? ”Read:

                                                              
     	 	 	 	 	           	2 Kings 10		              									                  SDA Bible Commentaries vol.2 p.199-204
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: Jehu has been appointed king of Israel and zealously seeks to fulfill the Lord’s prophecy that all Ahab’s descendants will be destroyed, though God has not tasked him to do this.  Jehu sends out a letter suggesting each city choose their best man to challenge his kingship.  The cities fear to do that.  Jehu sends out a second letter stating that all those loyal to him will kill all the remaining kinfolk and priests of Ahab.  So, the leaders of many cities murdered the 70 sons of Ahab.  They then killed all remaining Ahab’s kin in Samaria (according to the saying of the Lord by Elijah) Next they killed all the prophets of Baal.  Though Jehu took no heed to walk in the Law of God, God rewarded Jehu for clearing out Baal worship with a promise that his sons would rule Israel for the next 100 years.  What?!  Rewarded for such violence?  Is God blood thirsty and merciless?
The following is taken from the SDA BC vol.2 pgs.199-204
Keep these facts in mind-
1. All who sin and rebel against God, forfeit their right-to-life.
No successful government can continue if it does not put down rebellion.  An ideal government can’t have a restricted area where rebellion festers and foments.
1. Though rebellion must be put down and the rebel has forfeited his right-to-life, God hasn’t proceeded simply along the lines of justice, He has also displayed mercy.
The ultimate destruction of all wicked (the 2nd Coming) has been delayed because God is long-suffering towards us, not willing that any perish, but wants all to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9 & Ezekiel 18:23)
1. Even though God displays mercy and gives us time to turn from rebellion, there will ultimately come a day of reckoning.
If grace and probation are extended indefinitely, we’d have a never-ending truce with rebellion and sin, which is the same as capitulating to it.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

0.  God promised Canaan to Abraham and his descendants.  Why did it take 400 years to take place, why not immediately?


0. But why the children?  Why not just destroy the parents and leave the younger generation?
0. The Scoffer’s 1st question: If there is a good God, why does He permit evil doers to dominate the world and do wicked things to poor innocent creatures?
The Scoffer’s 2nd question:  If God is a God of love, why does He destroy people                                and why is He going to destroy all but a select group at the end of the world?  


1.  Did God select Israel out of partiality for them?


1.  When God granted Canaan to the Israelites, what were His instructions toward the Canaanites?  (Deuteronomy 7:2)



1.  Are there no exceptions?  Are there individuals who might yet choose to serve the true God and not perish with their rebellious nation?


1.  Did God intend Israel to take Canaan by ordinary warfare?


        The Principles	
1.  Back to Jehu and 2 Kings 10:30-  Did Jehu accomplish all he could have to turn his people back to the Lord?


2.  Are we individually doing all we can to turn ourselves and others in our circle of  influence back to the Lord?  


Questions and Take-aways:   
