                                                       “Death of Elisha”Read:

                                                              
     	 	 	 	 	           	2 Kings 13              									                           PK  254, 261- 263
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: Elisha had tried to bring Israel to realize that in Jehovah alone, would the nation find its true defense and strength.  To the east, Gilead is being held by Syria.  God is about to tell Joash to direct his military efforts to the east.
	
0.  What was the king’s reaction to learning of Elisha’s deathly illness? 
King Jehoash also did evil in the sight of the Lord and continued in the wicked ways of his ancestor Jeroboam and led Israel still deeper into sin.  He never repented or changed his ways, yet he sincerely respected and loved the prophet Elisha.  He visited Elijah’s bedside and wept, saying, “My father, my father!  You have been more valuable to Israel than all our horsemen and chariots!”  
 
0. How did Elisha respond?
“Go get a bow and some arrows.”  The king did and when he came back, Elisha told him to open the window that faced east toward the cities beyond Jordan under Syrian control.  He placed his hand over the king’s hands and said, Shoot!”  Placing his hands on the king’s hands symbolized that the Lord would be with and guide the king if he would do as the Lord directed. 
  
0.   What did that first arrow signify?  
The shot arrow foretold of coming victory of Israel over the Damascus (Syrian) forces.  

0.  Next Elisha told the king to hit the ground with the arrows.  Hitting the ground with the rest of the arrows was a symbolic act,  How many times did Jehoash strike the ground?  (see SDA BC vol.2 p.929)
It was a test.  Jehoash was being tested, it would be his decision about how many times he would strike (Syria).  But, Johoash wasn’t aware of the significance at the time.  
 
0.  What did Elisha think about how many times Jehoash chose to strike?
Elisha was dismayed.  This test would determine the results achieved.  If Jehoash aggressively and determinably persevered until every objective was achieved, he would completely defeat Syria so it would never again be a threat to Israel.  But Jehoash hit only three times.  Elisha told him he should have hit the ground at least five or six times.  The young king was short -sighted, he was thinking to only attack Moab.  If he had put his faith in God, he could have accomplished the complete mission and gone beyond Moab to repel the occupying country of Syria itself.

0.  Relate the story of the funeral and Elijah’s bones. 
There was a funeral procession walking out to the tombs when they noticed the approaching armies of Syria on the attack.  They hastily placed the corpse into Elijah’s tomb and fled to take up arms etc.  However, when the dead body touched Elijah’s bones, he immediately came back to life and walked away!”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.929)
 

        The Principles	
1. The king wasn’t as successful as he could have been.  What is one reason the gospel work lags?  (see SDA BC, vol.2 p. 928 on v. 19)
Total victory would require much more effort than would the recovery of a district across the Jordan.  It would mean an attack on Syria itself, till the nation had been consumed and would no longer be in a position to rise again as a menace to Israel and its neighbors.  The lesson for Joash is a lesson for all.  Results in the work for the Lord are in direct proportion to the effort put forth.  The Lord calls for earnest, persevering, continuous effort.  The work lags because laborers in the vineyard of the Lord grow tired too soon.  If every worker put all he had into the task of saving souls, the results would be tenfold greater than they are today.  God can achieve victories of grace through His servants only as they give themselves in complete consecration to Him and work with unflagging energy and zeal.

1. Elisha had a long, lingering illness, as did Job, John the Baptist and Paul.  Why did God leave them to deal with their health problems instead of healing them?  (see SDA BC vol.2 p.928)  (Romans 8:28) 
Many a devoted child of God has been called upon to pass through long hours of sick new suffering.  The reason may not always be plain, but in these trying moments comfort may be found in the knowledge that God is working all things for good, even the afflictions of the enemy.  (Romans 8:28) Satan must be permitted to annoy lest he be able to advance the charge that he was not given a fair opportunity with every soul. This principle is clearly illustrated in the experience of Job (chs. 1, 2)  It is further verified in the lives of godly men, who, despite their piety suffered much pain and distress.  The sufferer does well in trying moments to ponder the experiences of these worthies: 1) To reflect on godly Elisha, who had been instrumental in healing others of their diseases, even bringing back the dead to life, pining away of a mortal disease; 2) to behold John the Baptist, languishing in prison and shamelessly beheaded because of the rashness of a dissolute king; 3) To listen to the prayer of Paul for the removal of the “thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan, and the response in the negative.  (2 Cor. 12:7-10)  4) to consider the fate of the disciples, all of whom met death by violence except John, and even he endured torture and banishment; 5) to contemplate Jesus, the supreme Example who though He was the Son of God, suffered as no child of humanity will ever be called upon to suffer and who declared, “The servant is not greater than his Lord” (Jn 15:20)



1.  Why does God use\permit tests that sometimes involve trickery, deceitfulness?
Tests, practice, experience.  The way we learn is by small tests so we gain strength to succeed at larger tests and to grow our faith in the Lord’s promises that assure our success.  Satan is able to use powerful deceits and without the experience of successfully resisting him, we will not have the ability to resist him in times of even greater trouble.
The Moabites were making forays into the land and snatching away the new harvests.  It was a time when men might well inquire, Where is the God of Elisha?  Where are the miracles of the past?  The resuscitation of the corpse gave evidence that the God of Israel was not dead.  He was ready to work miracles even now.  If men would heed the messages of the departed prophet, God would once more grant victory over the intruder and restore security to the land.	
Questions and Take-aways:   

“God keeps an accurate account with all the nations, to see whether they will fulfill the divine destiny marked out for them.  They are granted a period of probation at the end of which, if they have failed to measure up to the privileges granted them, they are removed.  Israel had not yet come to the end of her probation.  It was not yet too late to make amends for the failures of the past and to fulfill the original purposes God had in mind when He called Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
Individuals, too, are tried to see whether they will fulfill the divine purpose in their creation.  To every man God assigned a specific place in His plan.  Man is truly successful only as he faithfully fulfills this Heaven-appointed purpose.  Many have departed far from the original pattern, and, like Israel of old, are headed to disaster.  God’s mercy is still extended, but the days are crucial.  One day and soon, the fire will try every man’s work, to see of what sort it is.   (1 Cor. 3:13)   Then every man will be rewarded according to his work.”    (2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12)     (SDA BC vol.2 p.929)
