                                                       “Amaziah’s Reign”Read:

                                                                   2 Kings 14              									                           
The Story:	                                                                   

Recap: In the second year of King Joash (son of Jehoahaz), Judah’s king (also named Joash) was murdered and his son Amaziah now rules.
	
0.  The Bible states that Amaziah did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, but then in v.3 says, “Yet Amaziah was not like David.”  Explain.  
Amaziah did what was right in the eyes of the Lord but not as well as his ancestor David.  He followed the example of his father Joash.  He worshiped the Lord, but he tolerated other places of worship in the country where the people brought their offerings and sacrificed to other gods.

0. What was the outstanding sin of Amaziah?  (see v.4) How did the people respond?
  Amaziah did not serve God with a perfect heart (see also 2 Chron. 25:2) The outstanding sin of Amaziah was his worship of the gods of Edom after he had defeated the Edomites in battle, and his threatening the life of the prophet who rebuked him because of his defection from God (SDA BC vol2 p.931)  (see also 2 Chron. 25: 14-16)

0.   How does Amaziah deal with the murderers of his father, king Joash?  Why? 
(Law of Moses, see Deut. 4:16)
It was customary in the surrounding countries to avenge the king’s death by executing the sons of the assassins, but this was not allowed in the Laws of Moses.  It says, “Fathers are not to be executed for the sins of their sons, nor are sons to be executed for the sins of their fathers.”  Once Amaziah had control of the country, he executed the officials who had murdered his father, but not their sons.

0.  Who does Amaziah challenge next? With what results? Explain the retort of Jehoash.
Amaziah sends messengers to Jehoash, king of Israel saying let’s have a face to face, which was a challenge to war.  2 Chron.25:5-13 gives more details about why Amaziah was issuing this challenge to Israel’s king-  
Amaziah had hired a hundred thousand mighty men of valor out of Israel for an hundred talents of silver.  (v.6)  The king, being warned, however, by a prophet that the Lord would not be with him if these forces from Israel accompanied him, dismissed the men.  Disgusted at this treatment, the returning soldiers attacked and plundered a number of the cities of Judah on their way home.  Amaziah, intoxicated by his success against Edom, and angered by the ravaging of the cities of Judah by the returning Israelites, decided on war against Israel.
But king Jehoash had an interesting answer for him. “Jehoash had also been successful against the much stronger kingdom of Syria.  His retort was that of a superior who considers it an insult to receive a challenge from so unworthy a foe.   (SDA BC vol2 p.930)
Jehoash, the king of Israel replied by sending a message expressing his disdain for the king of Judah. Verses 9-11 gives Jehoash’s reply. (see also SDA BC vol.2 p.932 on vs 9,10) 

0. What was the result of Amaziah’s war with Israel?
“The results were as Jehoash had predicted.  Amaziah’s feelings had been ruffled and as a result, reason had fled.  He was acting like a spoiled child, and refused to give ear to the sound counsel being offered him by the man he was seeking to engage in battle.
Amaziah had meddled to his own hurt, and Judah had now to pay the price for the folly of its king.  A large section of the northern wall of the city of Jerusalem was destroyed.  The loss of this portion of the wall was a great humiliation to the people of Judah.  (over 600 feet)  This incident happened only a few years after Joash had sent the Temple treasures to Hazael to secure the Syrian king’s departure from Jerusalem (ch 12:18)  And now the treasures that had been accumulated since that time fell also into enemy hands.  
Also, the hostages taken were selected from among the prominent citizens of a country.  Not only had the pride of Amaziah been humbled, but the entire nation of Judah had to suffer severely because of the king’s rash challenge to Jehoash.”  (SDA BC vol2 p.932)

0. How did Amaziah meet his end?
Amaziah was never popular and the officials in Jerusalem laid a plot to have him killed.  When Amaziah heard about it he fled to Lachish, but the assassins followed him and killed him.  They brought his body back to Jerusalem on a horse and buried him next to his fathers in the section of the city called the City of David.  His 16 year old son, Azariah was made king of Judah.  He was also called Uzziah.

0.  Meanwhile, Jehoash the king of Israel died.  Who replaced him and what kind of king was he?  
His son Jeroboam II, at sixteen years old became king.  Sometimes called Uzziah, and he did evil in the eyes of the Lord and followed the example of his ancestor Jeroboam I who had led the people of Israel into sin.  This is the regular condemnation of the rulers of the northern kingdom.  In the long line of Israel’s kings there was none of whom it could be said that he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord.  Jeroboam was of the dynasty of Jehu, but he followed in the evil ways of the dynasty of Omri and Ahab that Jehu overthrew.  (ibid)

0. Who does God send to help the troubled Israelites?  
The Lord saw how His people in Israel were suffering bitterly and there was no one to help them.  He would not let Israel be completely destroyed.  He had compassion on them and saved them from their enemies through Jeroboam, the son of Jehoash.  God sends his prophet, Jonah.  Yes, this is the same Jonah of the Book with the story of the great fish and the warning for the city of Ninevah.  
Jeroboam died and was buried next to his fathers in the royal tombs in Samaria.  His son Zechariah became the next king of Israel.


        The Principles	

1.  The Lord has compassion… Why would He not let Israel be completely destroyed?  Why would God send help for Israel knowing they continued to follow in the example of their wicked kings?
“God does not permit the fires of affliction to burn any hotter than is necessary to consume the dross.  If His children respond to mild chastisements, severer judgments become unnecessary.  On the other hand, a persistent refusal to repent under the easier tests requires that each successive affliction come with increased intensity.  This was the case with Israel.  The minor calamities had been insufficient to accomplish any lasting reformation, and the nation, by its continued course of rebellion, was rapidly approaching the ultimate doom of complet5e national destruction.  It appears that the temporary alleviation under Jeroboam was designed to give a demonstration of what God was willing to do even at this late hour for the rebellious nation.  It was not yet too late, but the limits of divine forbearance had almost been reached; the end was hastening on apace.
   God had as yet given no fiat for the destruction of Israel… He designed the temporary prosperity to be a    strong inducement to Israel to return to Him.  The restored boundaries were to be a foretaste of future blessings on condition of obedience.  This prosperity came despite Jeroboam’s wickedness (v.24)  … The victories were God’s renewed invitation to His people to return to the original purpose of their calling.
This period was one of intense prophetic activity.  In times of crisis and need God provides special divine direction.  In addition to the prophetic utterances of Jonah, the prophecies of Hosea and Amos fell in this period.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.934)

2.  The prosperity came to Israel despite Jeroboam’s wickedness…?!  Can we expect God to give prosperity to induce us to return to Him?  Will God also continue to give us chance after chance, despite our persisting to disobey and stray?

Remember, God knows the heart.  He hadn’t yet ‘given a fiat for the destruction of Israel’… But that time did come.  It came at the stoning of Stephen.  

Questions and Take-aways:   


