                                                       “The Call of Isaiah”Read:

                                                                  2 Kings 15              									                            2 Chronicles 26
                                                                         PK 303-310
The Story:	                                                                   

Recap: King Azariah, also known as Uzziah, came to rule at sixteen years old.  He was king of Judah for 52 years.  For a time, he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, but still, the high places were not removed.  2 Chronicles 26 gives a detailed, parallel account of what happens next.
	
0. As long as Uzziah sought the Lord, God made him to prosper.  What do verses 3 and 4 indicate led to Uzziah’s trouble in verse 5?
The pagan shrines and forbidden, worship, high places were still in place and continuing to be used for sacrifice by God’s people both in Israel and Judah.  The kings have not removed them.  

0. What does PK indicate that also led to Uzziah’s great sin?  (PK 303-4)
Presumption.  Uzziah became proud of the successes he’d experienced in warring with neighboring nations and  led him to violate a plain command that only descendants of Aaron should officiate as priest.  

0.  What role did king Uzziah presume to take on as a result of his success and power? 
(2 Chronicles 26:16)
He had entered the sanctuary to burn incense on the altar.

0.  Was Uzziah challenged?
Yes.  Azariah the high priest and his associates remonstrated and pleaded with him to turn from his purpose.  “Thou hast trespassed, they urged; “neither shall it be for thine honor.” (2 Chronicles 26:16, 18)
Uzziah was filled with wrath that he, the king, should be thus rebuked.  (PK304)
0. With what was king Uzziah suddenly struck with, by God Himself?
“While standing there, in wrathful rebellion, he was suddenly smitten with a divine judgment.  Leprosy appeared on his forehead.  In dismay he fled, never again to enter the temple courts.  Unto the day of his death, some years later, Uzziah remained a leper – a living example of the folly of departing from a plain “Thus saith the Lord.”  Neither his exalted position nor his long life of service could be pleaded as an excuse for the presumptuous sin by which he marred the closing years of his reign, and brought upon himself the judgment of Heaven.”  (PK 304)

0. What became of Uzziah’s kingship?  Who stepped in?
Uzziah’s son, Jotham, seemed to be influenced by God’s judgment of his father.  He was now acting as king and bore heavy responsibilities during the final years of his father’s reign. However, he too, did not remove the pagan shrines and high places.  (2 Kings 15: 34,5)

0. Who receives a vision of God in the year of Uzziah’s death?  (Isaiah 6) (PK 305)
It is during this time that Isaiah was called to the prophetic mission.  The times in which Isaiah was to labor were fraught with peculiar peril to the people of God.  The prophet was to witness the invasion of Judah… he beheld the Assyrian hosts encamped before the chief cities of the kingdom… He saw Samaria fall, the ten tribes of Israel were to be scattered among the nations.  Judah was again and again to be invaded by the Assyrian armies, and Jerusalem was to suffer a siege that would have resulted in her downfall had not God miraculously interposed… Already grave perils were threatening the peace of the southern kingdom.  The divine protection was being removed, and the Assyrian forces were about to overspread the land of Judah.”  (PK305)

0. What was Isaiah’s greatest perplexity and depression?  What was the spiritual climate in Israel and Judah?  (PK 306, Isaiah 3:14-5; 5:8; 10:1,2)
“It was the perversity of his people that brought to the Lord’s servant the greatest perplexity and the deepest depression.  By their apostasy and rebellion those who should have been standing as light bearers among the nations were inviting the judgments of God.”  (PK 305-6)  

0. Name two other prophets denouncing the spiritual climate of God’s people at that time?
Hosea and Amos had recently been denouncing in unmistakable terms the fast corrupting of the kingdom of Judah.  (Hosea 4-5:2; Amos 2-3:2)

0.   What caused Isaiah to shrink from the responsibility of taking God’s messages of warning to Judah?
“Isaiah well knew that he would encounter obstinate resistance.  As he realized his own inability to meet the situation and thought of the stubbornness and unbelief of the people for whom he was to labor, his task seemed hopeless.  Should he in despair relinquish his mission and leave Judah undisturbed to their idolatry?  (PK 307)

0.   As Isaiah was pondering on the portico of the temple, God took him away in vision.  What was Isaiah permitted to witness in this vision?  (PK 307; Isaiah 6:3)
Isaiah was permitted to into the holy of holies, where he, even as a prophet, was not allowed to enter.  He saw Jehovah on His throne and hovering seraphim on each side with faces veiled in adoration.  Isaiah 6:3 describes the scene as “pillar and cedar gate seemed shaken with the sound, and the house was filled with their tribute of praise.


0.   Why does Isaiah cry out that he is undone?
Isaiah knows that humans cannot actually survive seeing God’s face.  He believes that because he saw God, now he will die.  (Is 6:5)
Moses had a similar reaction (Exodus 3:6) as did Job (Job 42:6)
“Isaiah had been pronouncing woes upon the sinners among God’s people.  (Is.  5:24)  Now, finding himself in the awesome presence of a holy God, he becomes profoundly aware of his own imperfection of character.  The same experience will come to us as we draw nigh to God.” (SDA BC vol.4 p.128)

0.   Who is sent to relieve Isaiah and fit him for the mission?  (Isaiah 6)
An angel, a seraph, approaches and places a living coal from the altar upon Isaiah’s lips; saying, “thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.”  

0.   When Isaiah asks when will the people listen, what is the answer?  
Are none of Your chosen people ever to understand and repent and be healed? (Isaiah 6:11-13)
“Isaiah’s response was immediate.  Like Paul, Isaiah had one great desire for Israel – that they might be saved (see Romans 10:1)  He knew that judgment was soon to fall upon a guilty people, and longed to see them forsake their sins.  Henceforth, Isaiah’s one task in life was to bear God’s message of warning and hope to Israel that they might catch a vision of the love and holiness of God, and be saved as a result.” (SDA BC vol.4 p.129)  
“Isaiah’s efforts were not in vain.  His mission was not to be wholly fruitless.  Yet the evils that had been multiplying for many generations could not be removed in his day… A remnant would be saved.  That this might be brought about the messages of warning and entreaty were to be delivered to the rebellious nation…  The heavy judgments that were to befall the impenitent - war, exile, oppression, the loss of power and prestige among the nations, - all these were to come in order that those who would recognize in them the hand of an offended God might be led to repent.  ”  (PK 309)

0.   What is God’s question and how does Isaiah answer?  (Isaiah 6:7,8) 
Then the voice of God was heard saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?”  and Isaiah responded, “Here am I; send me.”  (verses 7, 8)

        The Principles	

1.  What is meant by the oak stump in Isaiah 6?
“The basic meaning of the verse is clear.  Verses 11, 12 have described the desolation of Judah at the time of the Babylonian captivity.  Though the land would be left utterly desolate, this experience would not mean the end of Israel as a nation.  She would rise again…  The thought that a remnant would return recurs again and again throughout the book… accordingly, a small number… A tree might be stripped and nothing left of it save the stump.  But from that stump a new tree would grow.  The message therefore was one of encouragement and hope.  Isaiah’s work was not to be entirely in vain; in the end a remnant would be saved… In the “stump” there would remain life, and this would ultimately spring forth again and become a new tree.  A tree is a common OT figure for God’s people.  From this “holy seed” a new and glorious Israel would rise.”  (SDA BC vol.4 p.130)
2. What is the ‘strength of the remnant of Israel’?  
The “holy seed” is the strength of the remnant.  From this ‘holy seed’ a new and glorious Israel would rise.  Judah would be taken into captivity, yet the Promised Land was not to remain wholly forsaken forever.  (see Isaiah 65:22; Jeremiah 17:8)
Isaiah was encouraged by these words.  “Throughout his long and arduous mission he carried with him the memory of this vision.  For sixty years or more he stood before the children of Judah as a prophet of hope, waxing bolder and still bolder in his predictions of the future triumph of the church.”  (PK 310)

Questions and Take-aways:   


