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Recap: Jotham’s son, Ahaz became king of Judah at the age of twenty.  He ruled for 16 years from Jerusalem
	
0. What do we know of Ahaz’s rule?
He was wicked.  He did NOT that which was right in the sight of the Lord his God, like David his ‘father’.  He walked in the way of the kings of Israel, he offered his son as a sacrifice according to the abominations of the heathens, that the Lord cast out of the land.  He sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places, and on the hills and under practically every green tree. (vs 2, 3)

0. What is the Biblical stance on child sacrifice?
Forbidden by God under penalty of death (Lev. 18:21)

0.  Though militarily insignificant, Israel and Syria boldly attacked Judah, taking many captives and the city of Elath, but could not conquer Jerusalem.  What was their ultimate objective?
To install a new dynasty in Jerusalem and to bring an end to the dynasty of David.  Israel and Syria may have attacked Ahaz because of his pro-Assyrian tendencies.  Ahaz refused to join them in resisting the encroachments of the rising power of Assyria, with whom Ahaz was friendly. (Isaiah 7:6)

0. Why was their objective never going to be successful?
Although Ahaz himself was a wicked king, the Lord had no intention of allowing the dynasty of David to become extinct (Gen 49:10; 2 Sam 7:12,13)  (SDA BC vol.4 p.132)  But I, the Lord God, say that this will not happen; it will not take place. (Isaiah 7:7) 
The house of David was not to fall.  The plan proposed by Israel and Syria was directed against God and could not succeed.  God had other plans for the house of David.

0. In verse 6, what word appears for the first time in the Scriptures?
Jews

0. What was the prophet Isaiah’s advice to king Ahaz when he was faced with the invading armies of Syria and Israel?
Be quiet, fear not, neither be fainthearted… With help of the Lord God of heaven there was no need to fear.  But the king refused to trust in God and consequently gave way to despair when confronted by circumstances with which he knew not how to cope.  (SDA BC vol.4 p.132)
The vigorous kingdoms of Israel and Syria, and their kings, were but the smoldering, smoking remnants of firebrands.  They had almost burned themselves out.  One more flicker and they would be gone.  The God of heaven now foretold their doom in order that Ahaz might be able to pursue an intelligent policy with respect to them.  It was the ascendant power of Assyria, not the waning kingdoms of Syria or Israel, that Ahaz needed to take into consideration.  During the next 40- or 50-years Judah would be all but swallowed up by Assyria, yet Ahaz was pursuing a policy that would inevitably play into Assyrian hands.  (ibid)

0. What step did Ahaz take- against the advice of the prophet Isaiah?
When Ahaz heard that he was to be attacked again by Israel and Syria, he sent word to Tiglath Pileser, king of Assyria, asking for help.  He took silver and gold from the Temple and from the royal treasury and sent it as a gift to the king of Assyria.

0. Who did Ahaz ally himself with instead of the putting his trust in God?  How did he do this?
Tiglath Pileser, king of Assyria.  “Ahaz sent messengers to cry for Assyria to save him.  Such a cry should have been addressed only to the God of heaven.  The direction of the petition to Tiglath-Pileser was a sad reflection of Ahaz’ lack of faith in God.  The Lord had repeatedly promised to deliver His people in time of affliction.  Isaiah urged the king to place his confidence in God and not in man, but Ahaz refused to hear the advice of the prophet.”  
Next, Ahaz divested the Temple of its treasures and bestowed the dedicated wealth upon a heathen king.  He was willing to bind himself by an alliance to a pagan ruler and to disassociate himself from the Ruler of heaven.”    (SDA BC vol.2 p.941)


0. Now that Judah’s king Ahaz was a vassal king of Assyria, what was required of him to do as a token of submission?
Ahaz was in Damascus as summoned there to give homage and pay tribute to the Assyrian ruler.  A heathen altar, dedicated to the worship of some heathen god, captured the fancy of the king of Judah.  Most scholars agree that Tiglath- Pileser required Ahaz to erect an Assyrian altar and offer sacrifices on it as a token of submission to the gods of Assyria.  This was a common requirement made of vassal kings.”  (ibid)


0.   What did Ahaz tell the priest Urijah to make and did Urijah comply?

Ahaz directed the priest to build a heathen altar for Jerusalem and yes, Urijah did.  “This was a shocking deed for a priest of God.  The priesthood was dedicated to the service of God, not to the service of idols, and yet this priest of the Lord built a heathen altar that was to take the place of the sacred altar of God in the temple”.  (ibid)

0.   How does Ahaz explain this ‘brazen effrontery to the God of heaven’?                          (see 2 Chron.28:23)

According to 2 Chron. 28:23 Ahaz had previously “sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus, which smote him: and he said, Because the gods of the kings of Syria help them, therefore will I sacrifice to them, that they may help me.”  Now that the Syrian gods had failed to deliver Syria out of the hands of Tiglath-Pileser, Ahaz evidently regarded the Assyrian gods as the more powerful and henceforth was ready to give them homage.
Such warped thinking on the part of the king of Judah illustrates the extent to which god’s original plan for Israel had failed.  It was God’s purpose through the nation of Israel to give a demonstration of the absolute superiority of the God of Israel that would eventually lead all nations to seek after the God of the Hebrews.  The very opposite effect resulted from the defection of Israel’s kings.  Neighboring nations were led to regard with disdain the God who according to their interpretation had repeatedly shown Himself inferior to the gods of Israel’s conquerors (see Ex 32:12; Num. 14:13; Deut 9:28; Ps. 79:10)


0.  When Ahaz returned from Damacus and saw the new altar, what did he do?
Only a short time before, (2 Chron. 26:16-19) the priests had resisted King Azariah when he endeavored to burn incense in the Temple, and he was smitten with leprosy for his attempt to assume this priestly prerogative.  Now the priest made a heathen altar in response to the commands of the king, and he permitted the king to officiate as priest, as was the custom in heathen lands.  The nation was rapidly declining.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.942)

0.   What became of Solomon’s great bronze altar with its twelve bronze oxen?
The brazen altar had formerly occupied the honored position directly in front of the Temple porch.  The new altar had apparently been placed between the brazen altar and the east gate.  This would cause the brazen altar to obstruct the view of the Temple.  Probably for this reason it was removed from its ancient position and placed to the north of the new altar, between it and the north wall of the Temple court.   The new altar took the place of Solomon’s brazen altar.  It is called “great,” probably not with reference to size, for it may have been much smaller than Solomon’s altar of huge dimensions but from the standpoint of its function.  The new altar was now to supersede the old one for many of the principal offerings prescribed by the Mosaic code.  The phrase ‘to inquire’ may mean that Ahaz was going to look into the matter as to what use was to be made of the brazen altar.  Some have suggested that Ahaz had adopted the Babylonian custom of divination by means of omen-sacrifices in which the will of the gods was ascertained by examining the entrails of sacrificial animals.  (ibid)

0.   In anticipation of a visit by Tiglath Pileser, what other actions did Ahaz take against the temple?
He took the bronze stands from the ten small basins and the twelve bronze oxen supporting the huge basin and replaced them with a stone base.  He removed the royal family’s covered platform from the Temple that had been used for Sabbath worship and closed the royal entryway into the Temple.  (ibid)


        The Principles	

1.  What makes it impossible for us to please God, much less to submit to His wise and gracious leadership?  (Hebrews 11:6)
Faith.  “But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
2.  When the priests resisted king Azariah attempting to officiate in the temple, God struck him with leprosy.  Now, another king, Ahaz, is presuming to officiate in the temple, but this time it is with the priest permitting him.  And nothing dire happened to Ahaz.  Do the decisions of the priests perhaps make the difference?

Questions and Take-aways:   


