                                                      “The Nation of Israel Ended”Read:

2 Kings 17              			 
 PK 330-39
The Story:	                                                                   

Recap: Chapter 17 is almost entirely about Israel’s demise.  It would be depressing except for its valuable warnings that we can profit from to avoid the same fate.  Our destiny truly is a binary choice… be righteous to live with a Holy God or be destroyed in His presence.   
	
0. What was the primary reason for Israel’s downfall, Adam and Eve’s expulsion from Eden and the reason for all the woe that has come upon the human race?
Sin.  Man has no greater enemy than sin.  It destroys what it touches, be it a man, a nation, or a world.           (SDA BC vol.2 p.945)
0. Will rulers and leaders be held responsible for how they lead their people?  Can we be held responsible for how we influence people in our sphere? (i.e. family, friends, neighbors)
“The rulers of Israel were responsible for leading their people into sin.  They introduced and encouraged the worship of such false gods as Baal, and turned the people from the worship of Jehovah to the most corrupt forms of worship… However, the Israelites were largely dependent upon oral instruction.  Copies of the Law were rare, and few, if any, were privileged to have the Holy Scriptures in their homes.  The people received their knowledge of the will of God through the priests and other religious leaders.  If these spiritual instructors were themselves teaching and practicing evil, the natural result would be for those under their charge to follow the same course… the religion of the masses consisted largely of following a system of worship imposed by superior authority.  
 “On the other hand, those who are responsible for leading them astray are also guilty before God.  It is their responsibility, in view of the tendency of others to imitate them, to make their lives exemplary in every way, and at the same time urge all to seek an experience for themselves and to follow only the one perfect pattern, Jesus Christ.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.947))
0. Are the people under the rule of evil leaders excused for their acts? 
“The situation is entirely altered today.  Copies of the Boible are universally available.  Men are no longer dependent, as formerly, upon instruction from others to ascertain the will of God.  They are now urged to study the truth for themselves and counseled not to accept any teaching unless they themselves have verified it by their own research and found it supported by inspiration.  Despite the new situation, many still determine their course of conduct by the beliefs and practices of those whom they regard their religious superiors.  Such a course is fraught with grave danger.  Those who follow a human criterion do so at their own risk.  If they are lost, they will be without excuse.”   (ibid)


0. Why did God cast out the native peoples of Canaan?  If the native inhabitants of Palestine were doomed because of their evil ways, could Israel likewise be doomed?
How about God’s people today, would they be likewise doomed?
“The native peoples of Canaan were cast out before Israel because of their abominable customs and gross immoralities.  The Israelites could hardly have displayed greater stupidity than to follow the same practices.  As the native inhabitants of Palestine were doomed because of their evil ways, so likewise was Israel.”  (SDA BC vol. p.947)
0.  The word ‘testified’ in verse 13 is also translated “to exhort solemnly, to reiterate, to charge”.  What is the purpose of such severe warnings?
“Warnings are often severe, but their purpose was to help the people sense the danger of their evil ways and turn them from their iniquities.  If they did not turn, they at least would not be able justly to blame God for their fate.  None of the captives could say, If only I had known that this would be the outcome of my sinful course, I would have reformed.  Thus God’s justice would be fully vindicated, an important element in God’s dealings with men… Never has God more earnestly instructed His people and more solemnly warned them (see Rev. 3:14-22)  Those who fail will be without excuse.”

0. Verse thirteen also uses a phrase of something God cannot do for His people.  He invites, pleads, induces, urges, saves and destroys, but what is it that God can not do?
He never coerces.  He can’t “turn us”.  If men do not yield the will, there is nothing that God can do for them to affect their salvation.   “What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it?”  (Isaiah 5:4)

0. “Hardened their necks” was a common Hebrew expression denoting unbending obstinacy and stubborn self-will.  What does perverseness and obstinacy lead to?
Ruin.  (Deut.10:16; 2Chron.30:8; 36:13; Neh.9:16,17,29;  Prov.29:1; Jer.7:26; 17:23; 19:15; Ex.32:9;33:3,5; 34:9; Deut.9:6,13)

0. What does the prophet Hosea write concerning breaking the commandments?         (see Hosea 4)
“Sin grows like a cancer.  When a person begins to disobey one of the commands of the Lord, he soon will find himself venturing farther into pathways of disobedience.  When the Israelites turned from God and began serving idols, they soon found themselves breaking all the commandments of the Lord.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.948)

0. Explain ‘pass through the fire, divination, enchantments, sold themselves’ in verse seventeen.
“These were sacrifices in which children were consumed by the flames (Deut.18:10; 32:17; 2Kings 16:3)               The indictment of Judah was similar (Jer.19:5)
“Divination refers to the various methods by which men endeavored to ascertain the will of the gods or to secure from them secret information.”
“Enchantments consisted of various types of necromancy and witchcraft.” 
“Sold themselves.  Those who engaged in these iniquitous practices became the servants of the demoniacal powers back of the occult and mysterious rites.  Instead of being servants of God they were henceforth slaves of Satan.  They found the evil one to be anything but a kind master (see 1 Kings 21:20)”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.949)

0. What was the effect of King Jeroboam’s influence?
Rulers wield a strong influence over their subjects.  The evils of Israel began with the evils of their first wicked king, Jeroboam.  Open religious persecution is implied in 2 Chron. 11:13-16.  Jeroboam opened the floodgates of iniquity.  The inundation finally enveloped the nation in total ruin.  If the people had had a strong experience of their own, they might have withstood the pernicious influence of their king.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.949)

0. Why did Assyria deport a priest back to Israel?  What was the result and why?
Assyria captured and deported not only Israelites but other subject peoples as well.  “Babylon was at this time under Assyrian domination, but the nation was in a state of unrest.  To prevent revolts, many Babylonians were transferred to the country of Israel.  Sargon reports the suppression of an uprising in Babylon at the beginning of his reign and of transporting numbers of their people to the land of Syria and Palestine…
The peoples transported to Israel thought that they must in some way have offended the local gods and that for this reason, lions had been sent upon them as a scourge… The returned priest was probably from one of the shrines at Dan or Bethel…  He did teach the people concerning Jehovah; nevertheless idolatry continued.  The influence of the priest of Bethel did not make these people true worshipers of the God of heaven.  The thought is that the people, along with the worship of other gods, also gave a certain recognition to the national God of Israel.  They people made priests for themselves of all classes of the people, giving little heed to the qualifications that should characterize men devoted to the service of religion…
The new mixed worship of Samaria could not and did not recognize the statutes given by the Lord to His people.  The law of the Lord and the ordinances of the Mosaic law were largely ignored.  The Israelites who had been left in the land amalgamated with the new settlers and united with them in their worship.”                      (SDA BC vol.2 p.949-951)



0. Which offences are listed in verses 35-37 that the new mixed worshippers of Samaria commit?

Fear no other gods, neither do they after their statutes, or after their ordinances, or after the law and commandment which the LORD commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel; Ye shall not fear other gods, nor bow yourselves to them, nor serve them nor sacrifice to them.  Him shall ye fear and worship and to him shall ye do sacrifice.  

0.   How does the history of Israel end for this people who would have been a “peculiar treasure” to the Lord and “above all people” (Exodus 19:5)? 

“Thus ends the history of Israel – a people who should have been a “peculiar treasure” to the Lord and “above all people” Never had a people started out with greater promise, never did a nation meet with greater ignominy and reproach.  Israel discovered by sad experience that “righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people”  (Prov. 14:34)



        The Principles	
               1. How can God’s true church in the Laodicean era avoid this fate?
God’s favor toward Israel had always been conditional on their obedience…The Israelites had been specially charged not to lose sight of the commandments of God, in obedience to which they would find strength and blessing.  “Take heed to thyself, and keep they soul diligently,” had been the word of the Lord to them through Mosses, “lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from they heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons.  (Deut. 4:9)”  (PK p.294)

Keep your soul diligent, remember the things you’ve seen
Do not lose sight of the commandments
Be obedient
Teach them to your children and their children




Questions and Take-aways:   


