                                                      “The Nation of Israel Ended”Read:

2 Kings 17              			 
 PK 330-39
The Story:	                                                                   

Recap: Chapter 17 is almost entirely about Israel’s demise.  It would be depressing except for its valuable warnings that we can profit from and avoid the same fate.  Our destiny truly is binary… be righteous or be destroyed.  
	
0. What was the primary reason for Israel’s downfall, Adam and Eve’s expulsion from Eden and the reason for all the woe that has come upon the human race?

0. Will rulers and leaders be held responsible for how they lead their people?  Can we be held responsible for how we influence people in our sphere? (i.e. family, friends, neighbors)

0. Are the people under the rule of evil leaders excused for their acts?


0. Why did God cast out the native peoples of Canaan?  If the native inhabitants of Palestine were doomed because of their evil ways, could Israel likewise be doomed?
How about God’s people today, can they too be likewise doomed?


0.  The word ‘testified’ in verse 13 is also translated “to exhort solemnly, to reiterate, to charge”.  What is the purpose of such severe warnings?


0. Verse thirteen also uses a phrase of something God cannot do for His people.  He invites, pleads, induces, urges, saves and destroys, but what is it that God can not do?


0. “Hardened their necks” was a common Hebrew expression denoting unbending obstinacy and stubborn self-will.  What does perverseness and obstinacy lead to?


0. What does the prophet Hosea write concerning breaking the commandments?         (see Hosea 4)


0. Explain ‘pass through the fire, divination, enchantments, sold themselves’ in verse seventeen.


0. What was the effect of King Jeroboam’s influence?


0. Why did Assyria deport a priest back to Israel?  What was the result and why?




0. Which offences are listed in verses 35-37 that the new mixed worshippers of Samaria commit?



0.   How does the history of Israel end for this people who would have been a “peculiar treasure” to the Lord and “above all people” (Exodus 19:5)? 





        The Principles	
1. How can God’s true church in the Laodicean era avoid this fate?




Questions and Take-aways:   


