                                                                “Messages”Read:

2 Kings 18 & 19              			 
 PK Chapters 28 & 30
The Story:	                                                                   

Recap: When Hezekiah came to the throne, Israel was almost at the close of its tragic history.  Judah continued for nearly a century and a half longer… Ahaz had gone far toward bringing Judah down to the same level as Israel.  Hezekiah, his son, made a sharp and quick reversal in the religious and political policies of his father.  The Temple was cleansed, the worship of false gods rooted out… submission to Assyria is abandoned… and the nation brought closer to righteousness and God.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.953)    
	
0. What old relic makes a reappearance after all these years and why?  (v.4)
Nehushtan- The Bronze God.  By this time, however, it was regarded as a sacred relic, and was thought to possess virtue in itself.  By burning incense before it, the people were giving to this serpent of brass the veneration that should have been accorded to God alone.  (SDA BC vol.2 p. 955)
0. What act of Hezekiah brings about the ire and subsequent attacks from Assyria?
Hezekiah chose to trust in God alone, not in military might.  He attacked and won against Philistia. “ His father, Ahaz, had accepted the suzerainty of Assyria and paid tribute, which Hezekiah now refused to pay.  This constituted revolt against Assyria… as the country of Philistia as far as the borders of Egypt had been captured and was under Assyrian control.” (ibid)
0. What initial mistake does Hezekiah make concerning Assyria?  (vs. 14-16)
When Assyria set out to attack Jerusalem, Hezekiah, struck with terror, capitulated but did not surrender Jerusalem.  He sought to buy off Sennacherib by paying a costly ransom.  30 talents of gold, 800 talents of silver, and a great treasure of gems, ivory, valuable woods and “all kinds of valuable treasures.”  By Hezekiah’s capitulation to Sennacherib, the Temple unfortunately had to suffer.  Only a short time before, Ahaz had robbed the Temple of its treasures when he purchased the protection of Tiglath-pileser (2 Ki 16:8).  Hezekiah was therefore compelled to resort to extreme measures in order to make up the sum demanded by Sennacherib.” (SDA BC vol.2 p. 956)  Worse yet, it didn’t work, Sennacherib’s armies were still coming for Jerusalem.  

0.  Who is the ‘Rabshakeh’ and what is his message to king Hezekiah at the gates of Jerusalem?
The Rabshakeh was another important Assyrian official, the chief cupbearer.  In this instance he was the spokesman for the Assyrian envoys (see vs. 19, 26-28)… Sennacherib refused to withdraw from the country.  Instead he sent two high ranking officials and his top military commander with a large force to attack Hezekiah and take Jerusalem.  The came up from Lachish and occupied the road by the Upper Pool.  The field commander and two officials went to the gate of Jerusalem and called for Hezekiah.  Eliakim, Sheba and Joah went out to meet them.  Rabshakeh, the Assyrian official who could speak Hebrew, was the spokesman of the group.  He said to them to tell your king that this is what Sennacherib, the great king of Assyria, says, “On what are you basing this great confidence of yours?  Do you think that apologies and money can take the place of power and military skill?  Who do you think you are to rebel against the military might of Assyria”  What can you ask to save you from what I’m going to do to you?  Are you going to depend on Egypt?  You can’t depend on him to hold you up.  
Come let’s make a deal.  We’ll give you 2000 horses if you can put 2000 men on them, but you can’t.  You’re no match for even the lowest ranking Assyrian officer and his men, much less against the whole army of Assyria, even if you could get Egypt to help you.
The Rabshakeh sneered at the weakness of Judah and the folly of putting trust in so weak a power as Egypt.  The Assyrian envoy was endeavoring to ridicule Judah’s lack of military strength.  They had a large force of cavalry, and 2000 horses would mean nothing to them.  They would be given to Judah if Judah on its part could provide that number of trained horsemen.

0.  What ‘remarkable’ claim does the Rabshakeh make about Judah’s God talking to him?
“Do you think I have taken all your fortified cities on my own?  No, the Lord your God, through His own prophet, said that Assyria should come and punish both Israel and Judah.  And He has helped me do it.”  Had he heard of the messages of Isaiah in which he prophesied that the Lord would use Assyria to bring judgments upon Israel and Judah?  (see Isa 7:17-24)  Whatever the case, he sought to create the impression that resistance against Assyria was useless, that he had been given a divine commission to bring about the destruction of Judah and that the doom of the southern kingdom was inevitable.” (SDA BC vol.4 p.957)
0.   What is the Assyrians’ mistaken reason for believing Judah will not be protected by their “God”?
Are you going to depend on your God?  You have destroyed all the high places and altars where your people used to worship Him and made them worship only at the altar in Jerusalem  Do you think your God is pleased with that?  

0. What does Hezekiah’s envoy ask of Rabshakeh?  With what results?
“The parley was held within hearing of the soldiers and perhaps others upon the wall, and the words of the Assyrian envoys would thus be carried throughout the city.  The words were intended for the people of Jerusalem, not merely for the king.  The Rabshakeh was trying to strike terror into the hearts of the people and to bring such pressure of popular sentiment against Hezekiah, to force him to give up his policy of resistance.  Hezekiah’s men asked the Rabshakeh not to speak in a language the people would understand, the Hebrew envoys had revealed one of their weaknesses, and the Assyrian made the most of it.  His words were now to the people and not to the king.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.958)
0. How does Hezekiah respond when hearing of Rabshakeh’s words?
King Hezekiah tore his clothes and covered himself with sackcloth and went to the house of the Lord.  He sent Eliakim to get Isaiah.  The messengers told Isaiah that Assyria sent two of his officials and his top commander with a large army to take Jerusalem and defeat the God of Israel.  May the Lord hear their insults and punish them for their arrogance.  Pray for the remnant of our people who are left.  

0.  The Lord sends Isaiah back to Hezekiah with two messages:  
What is the message for Hezekiah?  
What is the message concerning Sennacherib?
When Isaiah heard what the messengers of Hezekiah had to say, he said, “Tell Hezekiah that this is what the Lord says: ‘Don’t be afraid of the king of Assyria and don’t let the insults of his officials disturb you.  I heard what they said about Me.  I will cause Sennacherib to hear a rumor about trouble back home that will make his spirit tremble.  He will return to his own country and after he gets there, I will cause him to fall by the sword,’”  As for you Hezekiah, this will be a sign: During this year your people will find enough to eat from the after-growth in the field and the next year from what springs from that.  There will be plenty of wild grain for them to eat.  In the third year they will plant their own grain and harvest it.  They will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  
The remnant of Judah will flourish like plants that put their roots deep into the soil and produce rich harvests.  Jerusalem will survive the siege because of God’s strong love for His people.  A remnant will come out of Jerusalem and a band of survivors out of Mount Zion.  
This is what the Lord says about Assyria: The king of Assyria will not enter Jerusalem nor shoot even one arrow against it.  His troops will not lift their shields against the daughter of Zion, neither will they build a siege ramp against her walls.  He will go back home the way he came and will not touch this city.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
This is My answer to Sennacherib; The city of Jerusalem laughs at you.  The virgin daughter of Zion tosses her head at you.  The daughter of Jerusalem is not afraid.  Do you realize whom you have insulted?  Do you know against whom you have raised your voice and lifted up your eyes with pride?  Against me, the God of Israel!  Your messengers have insulted me.  You said that with your chariots you have conquered my cities on the highest mountains in Lebanon.  You said that you cut down the biggest cedars, the finest cypress, the choicest pines and that you have penetrated the deepest forests.  You said that you dug wells in countless foreign countries and drank from the waters of many lands.  You said that since the mountains and deserts couldn’t stop you, neither would the rivers of Egypt.  
Haven’t you heard that I control the destiny of nations?  Don’t you know that I planned what would happen before you were born?  I was the One who helped you conquer fortified cities and turn them into piles of stone.  The people who lived in those cities were powerless to stand against you.  They were afraid of you and confused.  They were like tender plants in the field, like gardens on housetops exposed to the blasts of the hot east wind.  They couldn’t resist you.  But I know all about you.  I know where you stay, and I know your comings and goings.  I know how you feel about me and your rage against me.  Because of your arrogance and pride, I will put a hook in your nose as men do to control a raging bull.  I will put a bit in your mouth as men do to tame a wild horse, I will make you return home the same way you came.   

0.  How does God deliver Jerusalem from the Rabshakeh’s threat
That same night the Lord sent an angel into the Assyrian camp who killed one hundred and eighty-five thousand troops.  When the people of Judah got up the next morning and looked out over the wall, the Assyrians were all dead.  When Sennacherib heard what had happened to the army at Jerusalem, he withdrew from guarding the approach to Egypt and returned with his men to Nineveh by the same route he had come.

            11.  How does Sennacherib meet his end?
One day, when Sennacherib was back at home, while he was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer came in and killed him with their swords.  Then they escaped to the land of Ararat.  Esarhaddon, one of Sennacherib’s other sons, became the next king.



        The Principles	

1.  What led to God no longer being feared or respected by the surrounding heathen nations?  Might today’s Christians also be contributing to our nation’s growing disrespect for God through disobedience? 
“Because of the weakness and apostasy of Israel and Judah, the name of God was no longer feared among the nations, but had become a subject for continual reproach.” (PK 352)

2.  Amazingly, God still had a purpose for Israel!  What was that?  (PK 292)
In the terrible judgments brought upon the ten tribes the Lord had a wise and merciful purpose.  That which He could no longer do through them in the land of their fathers He would seek to accomplish by scattering them among the heathen.  His plan for the salvation of all who should choose to avail themselves of pardon through the Saviour of the human race must yet be fulfilled; and in the afflictions brought upon Israel, He was preparing the way for His glory to be revealed to the nations of earth.  Not all who were carried captive were impenitent.  Among them were some who had remained true to God, and others who had humbled themselves before Him.  Through these, “the son of the living God” (Hosea 1:10), He would bring multitudes in the Assyrian realm to a knowledge of the attributes of His character and the beneficence of His law.”  (PK 292)



Questions and Take-aways:   


  “Nothing more quickly inspires faith than the exercise of faith.”  (PK 351)
