                                                       “Miracle for Hezekiah”Read:

2 Kings 20              			 
 PK 340-48
The Story:	                                                                   

Recap: This chapter begins with the news that King Hezekiah is fatally sick.  He has a boil that is spreading infection throughout his body.  Isaiah comes to him with a dire message from God.    
	
0. What pronouncement does Isaiah have concerning Hezekiah’s illness?
The Lord says that you will not recover, you will die.

0. How does Hezekiah react to this message from God?  What does God do in response to Hezekiah’s prayers and weeping?
Hezekiah is dismayed!  He turns his face to the wall, weeping and praying that God will reconsider and spare his life.

0. Isaiah hasn’t even made his way out of the palace when God redirects him with another message for the king.  What does God tell Isaiah to say?
Isaiah returns to tell Hezekiah that God heard his prayers and will grant him another 15 years of life.  Also, that in three days he will feel well enough to walk to the temple to worship and give thanks to God for his healing.  God continues to say that He will deliver Jerusalem from the hand of the Assyrians.

0. God also gives orders for what ‘natural’ technique?  (vs.7)
For the king’s servants to make a poultice of figs and put it on the infection.  “The king might have remonstrated at directions so simple as these.  He was suffering from a fatal illness.  Probably the infection from his “boil” had spread and was threatening shortly to take his life.  In Hezekiah’s case the illness had reached a state, however, where no ordinary remedy would avail.  The king might have felt that the Lord should do something extraordinary to save his life.  But when the directions were given for the employment of a simple remedial agency, they were followed, and the king was healed.  Man may not understand the reasons for the ways of the Lord but it is always the part of wisdom to give ear to His commands.
There is a further lesson here.  The presentation of a case for divine healing does not exclude the use of natural remedies.  The employment of such means does not reveal a lack of faith.  It is our duty, after a petition for healing has been presented, to do all in our power to bring about relief from suffering and the arrest of the disease through natural means.  (see CH 381-2) (SDA BC vol.2 p.966-7)
0.  Hezekiah asks for a sign that the Lord is really going to do what He says.  What is the sign?
To move the shadow of the sundial backward 10 degrees.  This is an impossibility outside of a miracle of God.
0.  This miracle is observed as far away as Babylon.  What does the king of Babylon,  Berodach-baladan, do?
He sends out an envoy to congratulate Hezekiah on his healing, but also to learn how Judah’s God could do such a miracle that Babylon’s gods could not.
0. How does the visit of Babylon’s envoys go?
Regrettably, Hezekiah speaks not a word of witness about God healing him.  Instead, Hezekiah shows off all the tremendous wealth and treasure of his kingdom to the heathen visitors.
  
0. Why does Isaiah reproach Hezekiah about the visit of Babylon’s envoys?
Isaiah boldly takes Hezekiah to task for the missed opportunity to witness to the heathen nation about God’s beneficence.  
0. What reaction does Hezekiah have to Isaiah’s reproach?
Hezekiah immediately acknowledges his sin.  He humbles himself and repents.

0.  What is Isaiah’s prophecy concerning Hezekiah’s mistake?
Isaiah also reveals to Hezekiah the terrible result coming because he showed all Judah’s treasure to the nation that will eventually return to steal it as well as take captive the people, including Hezekiah’s own sons and other descendants.

0.  What successful ‘public works’ project does Hezekiah undertake?
“The pool is believed to be the inner pool of Siloam to the southwest of the ancient City of David, and the conduit, the famous Siloam tunnel.  Water was brought from the Gihon in the Kidron Valley.  The tunnel was termed Shiloah or Siloam, meaning “sent,” or “conducted,” and the reservoir was the pool of Siloam (John 9:7).  The tunnel was 1,749 ft. in length.
In 1880 an interesting inscription was discovered on the walls of the tunnel, written in Hebrew, and thought to belong to the time of Hezekiah.  It tells how the workmen beginning at both ends and excavating toward each other, finally met in the center.  The achievement of Hezekiah’s engineers was an amazing device whereby a supply of water was insured to the residents of the city in time of siege.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.968)

        The Principles
1.  Was Isaiah right in so boldly confronting Hezekiah about his missed opportunity to witness for God to the Babylonia envoys?  (Consider PK 308)
“The prophet’s duty was plain; he was to lift his voice to protest against the prevailing evils… Throughout his lifetime he must be a patient, courageous teacher, a prophet of hope as well as of doom… A remnant should be saved.  That this might be brought about, the messages of warning and entreaty were to be delivered to the rebellious nation.  (PK 308-9) 
“…Those who refuse to warn people to turn from their sins will bear the responsibility, along with the sinner, for the sins they have placated…  (see also Ez 33:1-11; 3:17-21)   “Apostasy develops gradually” (PK 296)
“If…we pass on indifferent to…wrongs among His people…we virtually sustain and justify the sinner”  (3 T 265-66)
“Setting aside justice is not benevolence, but weakness.” (PP 522) 
As leaders in God’s church, we are to bring it back to its historic beliefs, standards and practices.  Leaders are either leading upward or downward, there is no level ground

2.  Why is Hezekiah’s reaction to being rebuked so admirable?
“Filled with remorse, “Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord came not upon them in the days of Hezekiah.”  (2 Chronicles 32:26)

3.  What advice and guidance is given to us (PK 648) that Christians owe to those in their influence?
“Those with whom we associate day by day need our help, our guidance. They may be in such a condition of mind that a word spoken in season will be as a nail in a sure place.  Tomorrow some of these souls may be where we can never reach them again.  …. Every day of life is freighted with responsibilities which we must bear.  Every day, our words and acts are making impressions upon these with whom we associate.  How great the need that we set a watch upon our lips and guard carefully our steps?  One reckless movement, one imprudent step, and the surging waves of some strong temptation may sweep a soul into the downward path. We cannot gather up the thoughts we have planted in human minds.  If they have been evil, we may have set in motion a train of circumstances, a tide of evil, which we are powerless to stay.
On the other hand, if by our example we aid others in the development of good principles, we give them power to do good.  In their turn they exert the same beneficial influence over others.  Thus, hundreds and thousands are helped by our unconscious influence.  The true follower of Christ strengthens the good purposes of all with whom he comes in contact.”  (PK 348)

Questions and Take-aways:   

“Nothing more quickly inspires faith than the exercise of faith.” (PK 351)
