                                             “Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, Josiah”Read:

   2 Kings 21 & 22              			 
        PK 381-400
The Story:	                                                                   

Recap: Hezekiah’s son Manasseh was born after the miracle that God extended Hezekiah’s life by fifteen years.  Upon Hezekiah’s death, Manasseh became king at only twelve years old.  Manasseh ruled wickedly, doing that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.   
	
0. What do we know of Manasseh’s mother?
Hephzibah was Isaiah’s daughter and a prophetess of God.  Her name means “my delight is in her”.

  2.  What were the evil deeds of Manasseh? 
Hezekiah did evil in the sight of the Lord and followed the example of the original inhabitants of the land that the Lord had driven out.  He rebuilt the pagan places of worship that his father had destroyed. He built altars to Baal and erected wooden poles to the goddess Asherah.  He bowed down to the sun, moon and stars at altars he erected in both courts of the Temple.  He sacrifices his baby son as a burnt offering.  He practiced witchcraft and sorcery and brought back mediums through whom he consulted the spirits.  He took carved poles made for the fertility goddess Asherah and set it up in the Temple, even though the Lord had said to David and Solomon,  “I will put my name on this Temple”  Manasseh led the children of Israel into greater and greater sins until they were even worse than the heathen nations of the land whom the Lord had driven out, worse even than the Amorites ever did and led the people into doing the same things.  Manasseh did much evil to provoke the Lord to anger.
Apparently, Manasseh ordered the murder of his own grandfather…Isaiah.   Hephzibah is Isaiah’s daughter and Manasseh’s mother.
  3.  What does the Bible indicate about the end of Isaiah’s life?  (see Heb. 11:36-38)
“And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:
They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;
(Of whom the world was not worthy) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.”
   4.  Name other prophets of God who lived during this time.
Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Habakuk

   5.   What happens to make Manasseh reflect on his evil ways and what does it lead to?
The Lord permitted their king to be captured by a band of Assyrian soldiers, who “bound him with fetters and carried him to Babylon,”.  This affliction brought the king to his senses; “he besought the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed unto Him: and He was entreated of him, and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom.  
Then Manasseh knew that the Lord He was God” (2 Chron. 33:11-13)  But this repentance, remarkable though it was, came too late to save the kingdom from the corrupting influence of years of idolatrous practices, Many had stumbled and fallen, never to rise again.” (PK 383)

   6.  What effect does Manasseh’s life of sin have on his son and successor, Amon?
Manasseh’s remarkable repentance was also too late for his son, Amon.  Amon’s life had been shaped beyond recall by the fatal apostasy of Manasseh, who came to the throne at the age of twenty-two.  “He walked in all the way that his father walked in, and served the idols that his father served, and worshiped them: and he forsook the Lord God of his fathers” (2 Kings 21:21, 22)

   7.  How long does Amon rule as king and how does his kingship end?
Sadly, Amon was king for only two years.  He was killed in the palace by his own servants.  The people of the land then killed the murderers and made Josiah his son king in his stead.

   8.  Who succeeds Amon and how does he lead Judah for the next thirty-one years?
Josiah is king at eight years old and reigns thirty-one years.  He did that which was right in the sight of the Lord and walked in the way of David and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left.
“Born of a wicked king, beset with temptations to follow in his father’s steps, and with few counselors to encourage him in the right way, Josiah nevertheless was true to the God of Israel.”  (PK 384)
   9.  While restoring the Temple, what does the high priest Hilkiah find?
Hilkiah told the royal secretary that he had found a copy of the book of the law written by Moses buried in the debris of the Temple.  He gave it to Shaphan to read.  Shaphan read parts of it and got so excited that he took it to the king.  He showed the king the book of the law that Hilkiah the priest had found in the Temple.  Josiah asked him to read some of it to him.  

  10.  What does king Josiah do about the newly discovered book of the law?
When the king heard about the blessings and curses that were written in the book and the consequences that follow disobedience, he tore his royal robe in anguish and said to Shaphan, This is terrible.  God and get Hilkiah the high priest, Achbor the son of Micaiah, Asaiah my personal attendant and your son Ahikam.  Then go to the prophetess and find out from the Lord what all this means.  The people of Judah have a right to know what is written because they haven’t heard the law read to them since the days of my great grandfather Hezekiah and that’s been almost a hundred years ago!  If I understand it right, the Lord is greatly displeased with us as a people because of what our fathers did, and they have passed their lifestyle of disobedience on to us.”
    11.  Who is Huldah?  What is the message of doom that God, through Huldah, sends to the king?
Huldah was a prophetess who lived and taught in the new northern section of Jerusalem called The Second Quarter.  She was the wife of Shallum who was in charge of the vestments of the priests as well as the royal wardrobe.  She welcomed the men sent by Josiah and they told her what had happened.  She listened and then said to them, “The Lord God of Israel says, ‘God back and give the king this message:  Your understanding of what is written is correct.  I will destroy Jerusalem and bring disaster on this place and on the people just as it says in the book of the law that you have read.  The people have turned away from me and have made gods for themselves.  They have offered sacrifices to these idols and worshiped them.  They have sinned greatly by such wickedness.  Something must be done about this and I will not stop until it’s done.”’

   12.  What words of mercy are added at the end of the message?
Because you took these words to heart, and jumbled yourself and showed your grief over what would happen to Jerusalem and to the people and prayed and wept in my presence, I will not destroy Jerusalem or bring disaster on my people during your lifetime, You will live in peace and be buried beside your fathers right here in Jerusalem.  Then the men left and took God’s messages to the king.


        The Principles

1.  Which demographic was especially targeted by the evil Hezekiah?  How did they, and how can we, survive despite tyranny, oppression, hatred, perverted justice and violence?  (see PK 381)
“Those evil times were not without witnesses for God and the right.  Their testimony in behalf of truth and righteousness aroused the anger of Manasseh and his associates in authority, who endeavored to establish themselves in evil doing by silencing every voice of disapproval.  “Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another.”  (2 Ki 21:16)
“Those who should put their trust wholly in Him would find a sure refuge.”  (PK 382)

2.  How do God’s people stay strong with courage and hope even in the darkest, most forbidding circumstances?  (PK 385-387)

“O Lord, how long do I have to call for help before you listen?  How long do I have to cry, “Violence!  Injustice!” before you do anything?  I can’t stand such evil and strife, How much longer will you let things like this go on?  Law is useless.  The judicial system is paralyzed.  The wicked go to court and get the better of the righteous and nothing is done about it.  (Habakuk 1:2-4)
Confident that even in this terrible judgment the purpose of God for His people would in some way be fulfilled, Habakkuk bowed in submission to the revealed will of Jehovah.  “Art Thou not from everlasting, O Lord my Bod, mine Holy One?” he exclaimed.  And then, his faith reaching out beyond the forbidding prospect of the immediate future, and laying fast hold on the precious promises that reveal God’s love for His trusting children, the prophet added, “We shall not die.”  (vs.12)  On one occasion, when meditating concerning the future, he said, “I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what He will say unto me.”  Graciously the Lord answered him: “Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.  For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.  Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.”  (Habakkuk 2:1-4) 
“The faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the just in those days of deep trial was the same faith that sustains God’s people today.  In the darkest hours, under circumstances the most forbidding, the Christian believer may keep his soul stayed upon the source of all light and power.  Day by day, through faith in God, his hope and courage may be renewed.  “The just shall live by his faith.”  In the service of God there need be no despondency, no wavering, no fear.  The Lord will more than fulfill the highest expectations of those who put their trust in Him.  He will give them the wisdom their varied necessities demand.”  (PK 386-7)
Questions and Take-aways:   

“Nothing more quickly inspires faith than the exercise of faith.” (PK 351)
