                                          				“Josiah”Read:

     	2 Kings 23	              			 
         PK 400-412
The Story:	                                                                   

Recap: The high priest Hilkiah found a Book of scripture in the temple that King Josiah had ordered to be repaired.  When taken to the king, he read it and determined in his heart to keep the Lord’s commandments, His laws and statutes.  Josiah also pushed his people to pledge themselves to keep the Lord’s covenant and put into practice what was written in the Book.
	
1. What positive steps did king Josiah take after reading the discovered Book?
Josiah started by reading to the people from the Book of Law.  Then issued a proclamation to get ready to keep the Passover, as he read about from the book written by Moses, and fully funded repairing the Temple and renewed the Covenants.
 
2. List some of the things Josiah did to destroy idolatry?
Then he determined to exterminate the last vestige of idolatry from the land.  Burned to ashes all the vessels used in Baal worship, removed from office idolatrous priests who ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah and them also that burned incense to the sun, moon and planets, etc.  He destroyed Asherah out of the Temple, pounded them to dust and scattered over the graves of those who had sacrificed to her.  Tore down apartments of all prostitutes who practiced fertility rites in the Temple. He recalled all priests from the high places where they had been burning incense and disallowed them to serve in the Temple.  He destroyed pagan shrines, tore down altars near the Gate of Joshua, tore down pagan altars where people had offered infant sons and daughters to Molech.  God rid of the horses and burned the chariots that kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun-god.  Josiah tore down altars the kings of Judah had built on the roof of the palace, broke down the altars of Manasseh had built in the two courts of the Temple.  He smashed altars to pieces and scattered the rubble throughout the Kidron valley.  He tore down the altars on the mount of Olives, that Solomon had built for his wife to worship the filthy goddess of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the hated god oaf the Moabites and Milcom, or Molech, the cruel god of the Ammonites.    Josiah got rid of mediums and those who practiced witchcraft and destroyed all the idols. And killed pagan priests.  and on and on and on!

3. What do you remember of the story of a young prophet and an old prophet and a prophecy in 1 Kings 13?
King Jeroboam was about to sacrifice at a heathen altar and God told the young prophet to confront him.  When the king reached out to stop the prophet, his arm turned leprous.  Jeroboam pleaded for the prophet to ask God to heal him and he did.  The prophet prophesied to the altar that a child called Josiah would be born to the family of David.  He would kill all the false priests and burn their bones on you., Oh Altar!
The young prophet also gave a sign this was all from God, the sign was that the altar would split apart and the ashes would fall to the ground and it suddenly did. The prophet had previously been told to immediately return home, not eating or delaying, but was intercepted by an old prophet who lied by telling him God wanted him to come to the old prophet’s home for refreshments.  He stayed, ate and drank, but was killed by a lion when he resumed his journey.  The old prophet was filled with remorse, had the young prophet buried in his family’s tomb and when the old prophet died, he directed his sons to bury alongside the young prophet in same tomb.

4. What does Josiah do when he comes across Jeroboam’s altar?    And after he spies the tombstones of the ‘prophets’?       
Josiah exhumes the false priests’ bones and burns them on the old altar then re-destroys it.    When he sees the grave of the two prophets, he asks whose they are.  When told about the two prophets, Josiah says to leave them undisturbed.

5. What unique statement is made about Josiah in 2 Kings 22:2 and 2 Chron. 34:2?
“Josiah did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in all the ways of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left.”

6. What exactly was this ‘book’ that the high priest, Hilkiah, found in the temple?
“The book of the covenant, the Mosaic law that Hilkiah had found in the Temple
         (SDA BC vol.2 p.979)   (2 Kings 22:8; Ex 12:3-20; Lev. 23:5;Num 9:2,3; Deut. 16:2-6)

7. What part of the ‘Book” so impacted Josiah, as pointed out on page 393 of PK?
“Josiah was deeply stirred as he heard read for the first time the exhortations and warnings recorded in this ancient manuscript.  Never before had he realized so fully the plainness with which God had set before Israel, “life and death, blessing and cursing” (Deut. 30:19) and how repeatedly they had been urged to choose the way of life, that they might become a praise in the earth, a blessing to all nations.  “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid,” Israel had been exhorted through Moses; “for the Lord thy God, He it is that doth go with thee; He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” (Deuteronomy 31:6)

8. God was very pleased with the work against idolatry that Josiah carried out and made him what promise?
Although God is pleased with Josiah’s dedication, it wasn’t enough to spare Judah from the punishments that God had warned against so long ago.  Judah’s cup of iniquity was filling up and there was no avoiding the doom pronounced on the nation.  There was and is a distinction, however, between a nation’s future and an individual’s future.  We are each individually judged by our acts.
9.  How is it that Josiah becomes involved in a battle and is fatally wounded? (see also 2 Chron. 35:20-24)
Necho, king of Egypt, was on his way to fight the Babylonians at Carchemish on the Euphrates River.  Josiah decided to march out and stop him.  Necho sent this message to Josiah:  “I don’t have a quarrel with you.  I’m not here to attack you, but I am on my way to fight the Babylonians.  Your God has told me that since I’m going up north to fight, I must go through the land of Judah as quickly as I can.  So stop meddling with the directions your God has given me or He’ll turn against you.”
Josiah thought that since no word had come to him from the Lord, it would be humiliating to turn back.  So he didn’t listen to this message from the Lord through Necho.  He called up his troops, disguised himself as a common soldier and went into battle.  The two armies met on the plains of Megiddo.  Josiah was critically wounded by archers.  He shouted to his servants to get him out of here. So they carried him out of the battle zone, put him in a chariot and took him back to Jerusalem where he died.


        The Principles	

1.  Despite God’s promise of a peaceful death, Josiah died of battle wounds.  Did God fail to keep His promise?  (see SDA BC vol.2 p.1039) (see also 2 Chron34:26-33; 35:20-24)
No.  God never fails.  … “Josiah had done a good work.  During his reign idolatry was put down, and apparently successfully uprooted.  The temple was reopened and the sacrificial offerings re-established.  His work was done well.
But at the last he died in battle.  Why?  Because he did not heed the warnings given  (2 Chron34:26-33; 35:20-24) Because Josiah died in battle, who will charge God with denying His word that Josiah should go to his grave in peace?  The Lord did not give orders for Josiah to make war on the king of Egypt.  When the Lord gave the king of Egypt orders that the time had come to serve Him by warfare, and the ambassadors told Josiah not to make war on Necho, no doubt Josiah congratulated himself that no word from the Lord had come directly to him.  To turn back with his army would have been humiliating, so he went on.  And because of this, he was killed in battle, a battle that he should not have had anything to do with… The Lord had spoken in his favor, predicted good things for him; and Josiah became self-confident, and failed to heed the warning.  He went against the word of God, choosing to follow his own way, and God could not shield him from the consequences of his act.” 
Josiah had access to prophets to confirm what the Egyptian king told him.  He should have consulted them and gone to God himself to know if this warning was legitimate. 

2. Explain what is meant by this phrase written by EGW- “Children need not be sacrificed to Moloch”?  (NL No.29, p.2; referenced SDA BC vol.2 p.1039)
…Religion in the home will do the very work that God designed should be done in every family.  Children will be brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  They will be educated and trained, not to be society devotees, but members of the Lord’s family.  They will not be sacrificed to Moloch.  Parents will become willing subjects of Christ.  Both Father and Mother will consecrate themselves to the work of properly training the children given them.  They will firmly decide to work in the love of God with the utmost tenderness and compassion to save the should under their guidance.  They7 will not allow themselves to be absorbed with the customs of the world.  They will not give themselves up to parties, concerts, dances, and attend feasts, because after this manner do the Gentiles (NL No. 29, p.2)

3.  What does Deut. 32:15 indicate is the sequence that leads to rebellion?
“But Jerusalem waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.”
When Israel became prosperous, they rebelled against Him who had given them prosperity!

4.  In spite of all calls to reformation from king Josiah and the prophets- Zephaniah, Jeremiah, etc.- national ruin was inevitable, why?  (see SDA BC vol.2 p.979 on vs. 26, 27)
“Josiah hoped to at least to mitigate the ruin with which the nation was threatened…. Iniquity had been so brazen that to permit it to pass without punishment would not have worked for the future good of the nation.  Even if the present generation was apparently repent, and sought to effect drastic reforms, future generations, who would learn that flagrant iniquity and idolatry of a previous generation had been permitted with impunity, would be emboldened in iniquity.  Unfortunately, also, the reforms that Josiah inaugurated affected the majority only superficially.  A careful study of the prophecies of Jeremiah reveals that the religious condition of the people was far from ideal.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.979-980)

Questions and Take-aways:   


