                                          		“Final chapters of Judah”Read:

     	2 Kings 24-25	              			  PK 422-439
         
The Story:	                                                                   

Recap: Despite the good works of Josiah, God’s judgement of Judah was still coming.  Josiah’s good reign brought suspension, not a revocation of the sentence of doom.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.983)
	
1. Whose sins are repeatedly noted as the primary downfall of Judah?  What was that sin?  (2Kings 21:11; 12; 23:26; Jeremiah 15:4)
Manasseh, Josiah’s grandfather also was responsible for murdering the Prophet Isaiah. (PK 302)  
“The Lord said to Isaiah… Manasseh, king of Judah, has greatly sinned.  He has done more detestable things than the Amorites ever did and has led the people into doing the same things.  Therefore I will bring such destruction on Jerusalem and Jedah that it will make all those who hear about it sit up and take notice.”
“All that Josiah did, did not change the Lord’s mind about Jerusalem and Judah because Josiah’s grandfather Manasseh had done such terrible things when he led the people into sacrificing their babies to Molech.  I will do to Judah and Jerusalem what I did to Israel.  I will let the people be deported by their enemies and will turn away from Jerusalem and from the Temple which I said was mine and where I was to be honored.”
“I will make them abhorrent to all the kingdoms around them because of the awful thing that Hezekiah’s son Manasseh did in Jerusalem when he was king of Judah.  Who will have pity on you, Jerusalem?  Who will cry over you” Who will care about you or ask you how you’re doing?  You have rejected me.  You continue to turn your back on me.  So I have turned my back on you.  I will remove my protection and let you be crushed because I can’t continue to have compassion on you and protect you in your sinning.”
2. Four of Josiah’s sons were to reign on Judah’s throne.  All were evil men.

The first was Jehoahaz.  Though 2nd oldest, Jehoahaz was crowned king by the people and deposed by whom?  
Pharoah Necho installed Jehoahaz as Judah’s king because he was more “Egypt friendly” than his older brother, Eliakim.  However, he was king for only three months.
 
The second was Eliakim or Jehoiakim, and was king when Nebuchadnezzar first raided Judah and took who captive back to Babylon?  Who was buried alongside Jehoiakim?  (Jere.22:19)  
This raid included taking Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah and the young prophet_ Ezekiel.  (2 Ki. 24:15; Daniel 1:1-7; Eze. 1:1)  
“Jehoiakim was bound and fettered to be taken to Babylon, but (2 Chron. 36:6) states he was to be buried with a dead ass… beyond the gates of Jerusalem and (Jere. 36:30) says his dead body was to be “cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.”  These two statements are harmonized by assuming that the plan to take Jehoiakim to Babylon was abandoned, or that he died soon after his capture as a result of rough treatment by the Chaldeans.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.983)

The third was Jehoiachin who was king when Nebuchadnezzar returned to Judah to deal with their rebellion.  What became of Jehoiachin?  (25:28-30) 
Jehoiachin is king for only three months in Jerusalem.  He did evil in the sight of the Lord. When Nebuchadnezzar heard that Judah had rebelled again, he invaded the land and besieged Jerusalem.  Jehoiachin with the queen mother, his attendants, his officers and the leaders of Judah surrendered to him.  They were taken to Babylon… In the 37th year of Jehoiachin’s imprisonment, Nebuchadnezzar died and his son Evil-Merodach took over.  He released Jehoiachin from prison, who was by now an old man.  Evil-Marduk spoke kindly to him and gave him a seat of honor among other captive kings in Babylon.  So Jehoiachin took off his prison clothes, and for the rest of his life, he ate regularly at the king’s table.  The king also gave Jehoiachin a daily expense allowance for as long as he lived.  (vs. 27-30)
The fourth son is Mattaniah whose name was changed to Zedekiah.  How did he    respond to the prophet Jeremiah’s council? 
Jeremiah had warned Judah to not fight against the Babylonian captivity.  The Lord was using Babylon to punish Judah and if the people resisted their punishment it would lead to much grief, but false prophets were advising to resist… that in two years Judah would be restored and the captives would return.  Zedekiah went with the advice of the false prophets.  He and some of his men escaped the city during siege and ran in the direction of the Jordan Valley.  But, the Babylonians went after them and caught them in the plains of Jericho.  All Zedekiah’s men scattered and left him alone.  He was captured and taken to Riblah where Nebuchadnezzar was preparing to attack the city of Tyre, to let him decide what to do with Zedekiah.  The king ordered that Zedekiah’s sons be executed in front of him, then they put out Zedekiah’s eyes and took him to Babylon in chains.

3. Besides kings and captives, what else does Nebuchadnezzar carry off to Babylon each time he raids Judah?
The Temple treasury.  The royal princes, army officers and their men and all the craftsmen and metal workers he could find.  Altogether he took ten thousand people with him back to Babylon.  He took the king’s mother, his wives, his advisers and the leading men of Judah.  The king of Babylon took with him the entire force of seven thousand soldiers, all of whom were trained for war, and one thousand craftsmen and metal workers.  The other two thousand were civil and religious leaders.

4. Remember Isaiah’s prediction to king Hezekiah?  (2 Kings 20:17; Isaiah 39:6)
“…The Babylonians will rise up against the Assyrians and become a world power.  Then they will come against Jerusalem and take all the treasures you and your fathers have so carefully stored up.  They will take everything you have shown them to Babylon.  Nothing will be left.  Even some of your own sons will be taken captive and castrated and will serve as eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.”

5. How desperate are the besieged residents of Jerusalem?  (25: 2,3)
“The siege continued for more than two years into the eleventh year of Zedekiah.  During the final year there was no food in the city and people suffered greatly from hunger.  Mothers even ate their own babies.”

6. Why is Zedekiah considered to be a moral weakling?  (SDA BC vol.2 p. 985)
There are indications that he at times endeavored to do that which was right but lacked the courage to abide by his convictions.  He didn’t listen to Jeremiah the prophet who brought him message after message from the Lord.  He rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar as his over lord just as Jehoiachin before him had done, even though he had taken an oath before God to be loyal to Nebuchadnezzar.  Zedekiah broke his oath, became stubborn and refused to obey the Lord.
The king of Judah has broken the treaty he made with the king of Babylon.  He took an oath to keep the treaty but he didn’t keep his word.  He will not escape the consequences.  “As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, “I will punish him for breaking the treaty that he made with the king of Babylon and swore in my name to keep.’ (Ezekiel 17:18-19)
	


        The Principles	

1.  Who is Hananiah and what is his story?  (see Jeremiah 27 & 28)
Soon after Zedekiah, became king of Judah, the Lord said to Jeremiah, ‘Make yourself a neck yoke out of straps and crossbars and put it on.  Then go and speak to the ambassadors from Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon who are here in Jerusalem visiting the king to forge an alliance against Nebuchadnezzar.  Give them this message: ‘This is what the Lord, the Almighty God of Israel, says: Tell your king that it was by my great power and strength that I created the heavens and the earth, its people and all the animals.  Since the earth is mine, I can give it to anyone I please... I am the One who asked Nebuchadnezzar to do my work.  I have given Judah and all the neighboring nations with their people and animals into his hands.  They will serve him and his son and grandson until the time comes for his own nation to fall.’ (Jer. 27:1-7)
“Hananiah was a self-appointed prophet from the city of Gibeon.  He lied about the Lord giving him the message to not surrender to Nebuchadnezzar, that God would break the power of Babylon within two years.  Also, that the Temple treasures that the king of Babylon took with him would be brought back to Jerusalem as well as king Jehoiachin and all the people who were taken captive, and then added ‘the Lord has spoken’!
Then Jeremiah spoke up and said, “Now listen to what the Lord told me to tell you.  The prophets who lived long before you and me prophesied that war, famine and disease would come on many nations and great kingdoms because of their wickedness, and it has happened.  The only way to know that a prophet who predicts peace has been sent by the Lord is if his prophecy comes true.”
Then Hananiah took the little yoke that I had around my neck, the on the Lord had told me to wear, and broke it.  He said to the people, “This is what the Lord has said, ‘I will break the yoke which Nebuchadnezzar has put around on the neck of Judah and the surrounding nations within the next two years.’ 
After Jeremiah heard that he turned and left the Temple.  Sometime later, after Hananiah had done this, the Lord told me to go to him and give him this message: “The Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says, ‘I will put an iron yoke on the neck of Judah and all the surrounding nations.  I will make them serve Nebuchadnezzar and give their people, their land and wild animals who live there into this hand’.  So I went to see Hananiah and gave him this message. Then I said to him, “Listen to me, Hananiah.  The Lord has not sent you, and you know it.  You’re making these people believe a lie!  This is what the Lord says, I will remove you from the face of the earth.  This very year you will die because you have led the people astray and told them to rebel against my words.”  
In the seventh month of that same year, Hananiah suddenly died.  (see Jeremiah 28)

2. Jeremiah adamantly told Judah to not believe false prophets.  How can we know the true from the false?    (see Jeremiah 14:13; 29:8,9  and SDA BC vol.4 p. 458-9; 414)   
The Lord answered me, “These prophets are prophesying lies in my name.  I have not appointed them, spoken to them or sent them.  They are telling people lies based on false visions, divinations and their own twisted thinking.  Therefore, I will tell you what will happen to these self-appointed prophets who dare to speak for me, telling people that all will be peace and that there will e no war and famine.  I will let these ‘prophets’ be consumed by war and famine just as the people will be.  Their bodies and the bodies of the people who believed them will lie in the streets of Jerusalem, and no one will bury them.  This will happen to them, their wives, their sons and their daughters.  They will reap the consequences of their wicked ways.  (Jeremiah 14:13)
The Bereans "received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so" (Acts 17:10-11). 
To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word it is because there is no light in them (Isaiah 8:20)
By their fruits you will know them (Matthew 7:16-20)
 I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’” (John 14:6).
God is the God of truth (see Psalm 31:5),
“Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth” (John 17:17).
Jesus is the truth (see John 14:6)

Questions and Take-aways:   

