                                              		    “Elijah is Translated”          Read:

     	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	2 Kings 2:1-18		              										PK 225-228
										              			
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: Ahaziah is dead from wounds he received falling from an upper room of his palace, just as God through Elijah had foretold.  His brother Joram, another son of Ahab and Jezebel, is now king of Israel.  The ‘schools of the prophets’, established by Samuel, had fallen into decay during the years of Israel’s apostasy.  Elijah re-established, “making provision for young men to gain an education that would lead them to magnify the law and make it honorable.”  Now Elijah and his helper, Elisha, set out to visit three of them- Gilgal, Bethel and Jericho. 	
	
1. Though Elijah tells him to stay home, why does Elisha insist he will accompany Elijah on these travels? 
Unbeknownst to Elijah, the Lord has told Elisha and many of the students that Elijah will be translated to heaven today.  Elisha will not miss this event.  He states that he will not leave Elijah’s side.
 
1. What does PK say is “the only way to receive the mold of heaven and go forth to work in the ways of the Lord”?
“It is a high privilege to loyally maintain allegiance to the God of heaven and let simplicity mark every feature of education.”  (PK 225)
“The heart of Elijah was cheered as he saw what was being accomplished by means of these schools.  The work of reformation was not complete, but he could see throughout the kingdom a verification of the word of the Lord, ‘Yet I have left Me 7,000 in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal.’”    (1Kings 19: 18)

1. Three times, at Gilgal, Bethel and Jericho, Elijah tells Elisha to remain behind, why?
“To Elisha each invitation to tarry and allow his master to go on alone was a test of his purpose and his fidelity.  Would he now turn back from the work to which he had been called as Elijah’s successor and go back to the plow, or would he be true to his call as a prophet and continue the work of reformation so nobly and effectively begun by Elijah?” 

1. How are the prophets able to cross the mighty Jordan River on dry ground?
Elijah’s mantle had become the badge of his prophetic office.  Rolling  up the mantle, he smote the waters of the Jordan as Moses had smitten the river Nile with his rod (EX 7:20)  The result was a miraculous parting of the Jordan, making a path by which God’s servants passed over on dry land.  It is an obvious comparison with the dividing of the waters of the Red Sea at the time of the Exodus (Ex 14:21), and with the stopping of the Jordan at the time of Joshua (Joshua 3:13-17).  The same God who by His power had brought Israel out of Egypt and into the Promised Land, was with them still, ready to reveal Himself and His might and His ever-loving care of His people at the hour of need.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.851)

1.  As he was about to depart, what gracious offer did Elijah make to Elisha?
“As Elijah was about to take leave of his faithful servant and disciple, he gave Elisha the privilege of asking for whatever was in his heart.  Elisha might have asked for temporal or material favor- riches, fame, wisdom, worldly honor and glory, a place among the great leaders of earth, or a life of ease and pleasure as contrasted with Elijah’s life of hardship and privation.  But he asked for none of these.  What he wanted most was to carry on the same work that Elijah had carried on, and in the same spirit and power.  To do that he would need the same grace and the same help of the Spirit of God.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.851)

1. What is Elisha’s response? And how does Elijah answer him?
“Elisha knew that nothing but the Spirit which had rested upon Elijah could fit him to fill the place in Israel to which God had called him, and so he asked, “I pray thee, let a double portion of thy Spirit be upon me. 
Elijah said, “Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.”  (PK 227)
“By asking for a “double portion” of the spirit of Elijah, Elisha was not asking for double the power of Elijah.  He was not asking for more than had been given to the older prophet, nor was he asking for a higher position or more ability than had been given to Elijah.  The Hebrew phrase employed is the same as that in Deut. 21:17, denoting the proportion of a father’s property that was to be given to the eldest son.  So the request of Elisha was only that he might be treated as the eldest son of the departing  prophet, and that he might receive a double portion of Elijah’s spirit as compared with that which would be given  to any others of the sons of the prophets.  What he was asking for was an acknowledgment of a spiritual birthright, that he might be regarded as the first-born spiritual son of the elder prophet, and that he might be enabled to continue the work begun by Elijah.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.851-2)

1.  How does Elijah respond to this request?
That is a hard thing you ask of me.  “Not hard for the Lord, but hard for Elijah to grant.  Only God can choose those who will carry out the prophetic office.  Elijah well knew that it was not within his province to nominate the one who was to carry on with the work to which he himself had been called by the Lord.  For this reason it was impossible for him, apart from divine inspiration, to say whether or not the request would be granted… If Elisha would be a witness of Elijah’s translation, then he would know that the Lord had seen fit to grant his request.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.852)

1.  What happens next? 
And it came to pass, as they still went on , and talked, tha, behold, ther appeared a chariot of fire, and the horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.  And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof.  And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.” (2Kings 2:11,12)

1.  What, in this experience, is Elijah a type of?
“Elijah was a type of the saints who will be living on the earth at the time of the second advent of Christ and who will be “changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, without tasting of death.  (1 Corinthians 15:51, 52)  It was as a representative of those who shall be thus translated that Elijah, near the close of Christ’s earthly ministry, was permitted to stand with Moses by the side of the Saviour on the mount of transfiguration.  In these glorified ones, the disciples saw in miniature a representation of the kingdom of the redeemed.  They beheld Jesus clothed with the light of heaven; they heard the “voice out of the cloud: (Luke 9:35), acknowledging Him as the Son of God; they saw Moses, representing those who will be raised from the dead at the time of the second advent; and there also stood Elijah, representing those who at the close of earth’s history will be changed from mortal to immortal and be translated to heaven without seeing death.

1.  What does Elisha do with Elijah’s mantle?
Elisha picks up the mantle, saying, ‘Where is the Lord God of Elijah?’ And with the sons of the prophets looking on, he hits the Jordan waters with it, same as Elijah and the waters recede, allowing him to cross back over on dry ground.

1.   How do the students react to seeing Elisha using Elijah’s mantle?
They are convinced that the Spirit of Elijah does indeed now rest on Elisha.  They come up to meet him and bow themselves to the ground before him.  (2 Kings 2:12-15)
“When the Lord in His providence sees fit to remove from His work those to whom He has given wisdom, He helps and strengthens their successors, if they will look to Him for aid and will walk in His ways.  They may be even wiser than their predecessors; for they may profit by their experience and learn wisdom from their mistakes.  Henceforth Elisha stood in Elijah’s place.  He who had been faithful in that which was least was to prove himself faithful also in much.”  (PK 228)
The sons of the prophets had seen Elijah departing with Elisha and they had witnessed Elisha’s return alone, clad in Elijah’s mantle.  Before that they had had a revelation from the Lord that Elijah would be taken from them.  God had probably not revealed to them the exact manner in which Elijah would be taken, and perhaps they had not been permitted to witness all the details of the ascension, at least as clearly as Elisha had.  But Elisha probably told them what had occurred, and that should have been sufficient.  Perhaps they did not understand, and thought that the body of Elijah might have been deposited upon some desolate mountain height or in some lonely valley in the regions across the Jordan.  





        The Principles	

1.   Although Elisha tells the young men not to go in search of Elijah’s body, what do they do?  (2 Kings 2:16-18)  
The students told Elisha they wanted to go look for the body and Elisha told them not to go.  But they went anyway, for three days and came back in defeat. The sons of the prophets insisted upon having their way.  They kept up their insistence to such lengths that Elisha finally grew weary of refusing their petitions.  There are times when persistence is a virtue, but there are also times when it is weakness and folly.  It is never wise or right to persist in wrong.  When Elisha revealed the facts the young men should have accepted them and been content.  
When one is insistent upon having his way, there are times when even a prophet of the Lord, or God Himself, will no longer say No.  Not willingly, but reluctantly and against his better judgment, Elisha finally gave his consent.  By their own investigation, which Elisha knew would be futile, the sons of the prophets would have the opportunity of learning for themselves the facts in the matter.  Far better it would have been to accept those facts as Elisha revealed them.
They sought three days, only to discover how wrong they were and how right was the word of Elisha.  There are easy ways to knowledge and wisdom, and there are ways that are hard.  Often youth learns its lessons only the hard way.  It is never the part of wisdom or prudence to refuse the testimony of facts or to go contrary to the counsel of a prophet of God.
It must have been a shamefaced group of young men who returned to Elisha with news of the failure of their quest.  As far as the record goes, Elisha did not reproach them, but only reminded them of his unheeded advice. (SDA BC vol.2 p.855)


Questions and Take-aways:   


