                                              	    “Elisha takes up the mantel”          Read:

     	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       2 Kings 2:19-25		              									       PK 229-237
										              			
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: “Not for Elijah was a descent into the tomb, but the ascent with God’s angels to the presence of His glory.”  Elisha took up the mantle of Elijah and went back and stood by the bank of Jordan.  He parted the waters of Jordan and crossed over.  The sons of the prophets saw it all and said the Spirit of Elijah does rest on Elisha and bowed themselves down before him.   “When the Lord in His providence sees fit to remove from His work those to whom He has given wisdom, He helps and strengthens their successors, if they will look to him for aid and will walk in His ways.  They may be even wiser than their predecessors; for they may profit by their experience and learn wisdom from their mistakes.”	(PK 228)
	
1. In years past the Jordan Valley was lush, fruitful and beautiful.  Why is it now cursed with bad water and bad ground?
This same valley was the area chosen by Lot when Abraham offered him first choice, because of its fertile, productive ground.  Then the nearby cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by heavenly fire. (Gen.13:10, 12)  Later, in Joshua’s time, Jericho was destroyed also by heaven, and a curse was placed upon anyone who dared to rebuild that wicked city, a stronghold for the vile worship of Ashtoreth.  For five centuries the desolate, deserted spot with its streams and waters lay cursed of God.  “In the days of Ahab’s apostasy, where through Jezebel’s influence the worship of Ashtoreth was revived, Jericho the ancient seat of this worship, was rebuilt, though at a fearful cost to the builder.  (1 Ki. 16:34)
 
1. What did the men of Jericho request of Elisha?  What did Elisha tell them to bring to him and what did he do with it?
After the ascension of Elijah, Elisha went and sojourned among the men of the city.  The school of the prophets was nearby.  The men of the city asked Elisha to restore the water quality so they could grow crops again.  
Elisha asked for a new jar with salt.  He poured the salt into the poisonous well and said, “Thus saith the Lord, I have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or barren land.”  (2 Ki 2:19-20)
  
1. Why would God help out these wicked people?  How long does the ‘healing’ last? (v.22)
“Those who had rebuilt the city were undeserving of the favor of Heaven; yet He who “makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust,: saw fit in this instance to reveal, through this token of compassion, His willingness to heal Israel of their spiritual maladies.  (Matthew 5:45)
“Through all the years since Elisha’s miracle the spring of Jericho has continued to flow, pouring for the its healing and life-sustaining flood, and making that portion of the valley an oasis of delight and beauty.  A spring called ‘Ain es-Sultan, also known as Elisha’s Fountain, still supplies abundant water to the area.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.855)
1. In PK, it is written that these things- the salt, the cruse, the spring- are all highly symbolic.  Explain.
“Elisha called for a new vessel that had never before been used, and for salt, by means of which the water was to be made pure and wholesome.  Salt was called for probably because it was commonly used as a means of preservation, to prevent rottenness and decay.  There was no virtue in the salt itself as a means of restoring the impure spring; it was only a symbol of the purifying, restoring power that proceeds from God, who was to restore the waters.”  (ibid)
Acting in the name of the Lord, Elisha cast the salt into the spring.  By this symbolic action the prophet represented before the people the work that the Lord was to do in the cleansing of the spring.  Salt, in order to be effective, must be mingled and closely united with that which it is to preserve.  Hence the salt was cast into the spring that it might penetrate and infuse every part that had become defiled.  This illustrates that the believer, who is likened to salt must come into personal contact with those he desires to reach with the gospel.”  (ibid)
“Salt must be mingled with the substance to which it is added; it must penetrate, infuse it, that it may be preserved.  So it is thought personal contact and association that men are reached by the saving power of the gospel.  They are not saved as masses, but as individuals.  Personal influences is a power.” 
Years later, Jesus taught the same spiritual lesson.  When we are compared to salt, He teaches that we are changed by grace and are to mingle with others and be agents in saving others.   “The object of God in choosing a people before all the world was not only that He might adopt them as His sons and daughters but that through them the world might receive the grace that brings salvation.”  (PK 232)
 “We become overflowing with the Spirit of our Master”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.851)

1.  How did Elisha’s work differ from Elijah’s?
“Elijah had been committed messages of condemnation and judgment; his was the voice of fearless reproof, calling king and people to turn from their evil ways.  Elisha’s was a more peaceful mission; his it was to build up and strengthen the work that Elijah had begun; to teach the people the way of the Lord.”  (PK 235)

1. On the way to Bethel, who confronted Elisha with jeering and mocking?  How did Elisha respond?
Ungodly youth who had come out of the city.  They had heard of Elijah’s ascent and were mocking Elisha about being bald and when was he going to go up too.  
“…the prophet turned back and under the inspiration of the Almighty he pronounced a curse upon them.  The awful judgment that followed was of God.  ‘There came froth two she-bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two of them.’ “ (2 Ki 2:23, 24)

1.  Did the punishment (42 jeering youth killed and eaten by bears) fit the crime?
“Had Elisha allowed the mockery to pass unnoticed, he would have continued to be ridiculed and reviled by the rabble, and his mission to instruct and save in a time of grave national peril might have been defeated.  This one instance of terrible severity was sufficient to command respect throughout his life.  For fifty years he went in and out of the gate of Bethel, and to and fro in the land, from city to city, passing through crowds of idle, rude, dissolute youth; but none mocked him or made light of his qualifications as the prophet of the Most High.”  (PK.236)

        The Principles	

1.   Can so-called tenderness, tolerance, coaxing and indulgence go too far?  
Yes.  “Even kindness should have its limits.  Authority must be maintained by a firm severity, or it will be received by many with mockery and contempt.  The so-called tenderness, the coaxing and indulgence, used toward youth by parents and guardians, is one of the worst evils which can come upon them.  In every family, firmness, decision, positive requirements, are essential.  Reverence, in which the youth who mocked Elisha were so lacking, is a grace that should be carefully cherished.  Every child should be taught to show true reverence for God.  Never should His name be spoken lightly or thoughtlessly.  Angels, as they speak it, veil their faces.  With what reverence should we, who are fallen and sinful, take it upon our lips!
Reverence should be shown for God’s representatives- for ministers, teachers, and parents, who are called to speak and act in His stead.  In the respect shown them, God is honored.”  (PK 236)

2.  That said, (Ques.1)  Can sincerity and uprightness go too far?
Yes.  Courtesy, also, is one of the graces of the Spirit and should be cultivated by all.  It has power to soften natures which without it would grow hard and rough.  Those who profess to be followers of Christ, and are at the same time rough, unkind, and uncourteous, have not learned of Jesus.  Their sincerity may not be doubted, their uprightness may not be questioned; but sincerity and uprightness will not atone for a lack of kindness and courtesy.”  (PK 237)
3.  How can we avoid falling into either ‘ditch’?




Questions and Take-aways:   
