                                              	    “Elisha takes up the mantel”          Read:

     	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       2 Kings 2:19-25		              									       PK 229-237
										              			
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: “Not for Elijah was a descent into the tomb, but the ascent with God’s angels to the presence of His glory.”  Elisha took up the mantle of Elijah and went back and stood by the bank of Jordan.  He parted the waters of Jordan and crossed over.  The sons of the prophets saw it all and said the Spirit of Elijah does rest on Elisha and bowed themselves down before him.   “When the Lord in His providence sees fit to remove from His work those to whom He has given wisdom, He helps and strengthens their successors, if they will look to him for aid and will walk in His ways.  They may be even wiser than their predecessors; for they may profit by their experience and learn wisdom from their mistakes.”	(PK 228)
	
1. In years past the Jordan Valley was lush, fruitful and beautiful.  Why is it now cursed with bad water and bad ground?


 
1. What did the men of Jericho request of Elisha?  What did Elisha tell them to bring to him and what did he do with it?


  
1. Why would God help out these wicked people?  How long does the ‘healing’ last? (v.22)


1. In PK, it is written that these things- the salt, the cruse, the spring- are all highly symbolic.  Explain.



1.  How did Elisha’s work differ from Elijah’s?


1. On the way to Bethel, who confronted Elisha with jeering and mocking?  How did Elisha respond?



1.  Did the punishment fit the crime?




        The Principles	

1.   Can so-called tenderness, tolerance, coaxing and indulgence go too far?  


2.  That said, (Ques.1)  Can sincerity and uprightness go too far?


3.  How can we avoid falling into either ‘ditch’?



Questions and Take-aways:   
