                                              	    “Four Miraculous stories”          Read:

     	 	 	 	 	 	 	                2 Kings 4		              									                PK 237-40										              			
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: The influence of Elijah and Elisha had done much to promote the worship of the true God throughout the kingdom of Israel.  Elijah has been translated and Elisha is continuing the work.
	
1. How does verse one characterize the schools of the prophets, as distinct from monasteries, for example?
The Schools of the Prophets, instituted by Samuel, were not young, unmarried men, living lives of seclusion in monastic establishments; they were men of the people.  They were of the people, lived with the people, and labored for the people.  Instead of being interested only in themselves, living together in ascetic communities and seeking there to attain unto holiness, they lived for the good of the nation, seeking not their own material gain but the common good of all about them.  Pauperize- to make very poor, to impoverish.

1. What was the Law of Moses concerning servitude for debt?
A widow was asking Elisha for help.  Her dead husband’s creditors were about to take their two sons into servitude, servants to serve only till the year of jubilee, so the debt of their father might be fulfilled.  
  
1. How does Elisha help the widow?
Elisha first asks her about what does she have on hand that she can place into God’s hands and ask for His blessing.  The widow says only a little jar of oil.  God is not limited in His resources or power and could easily have supplied the woman’s need without her oil, but He took what she had and placed His blessing upon it.  The woman showed her faith in immediately complying and collecting every jar around, which, when filled were sufficient to pay the debt and to continue living on.

1. How is the widow’s response a measure of her faith?
Elisha had cautioned her to “borrow not a few”.  “The widow did not stumble because of unbelief.  She responded immediately to the prophet’s instructions and enlisted also the cooperation of her sons.  If the sons were to be saved from lives of servitude, they also had something to do for themselves.  Her faith and obedience engendered faith and obedience in her sons.  Faith gives rise to faith, and obedience on the part of one encourages obedience on the part of others.  
With little faith she would have received little, with large faith she would receive much.”  (SDA BC vol2 p.867)

1.  Relate the story of the Shunemite woman and her son.
This wealthy woman and her husband had a comfortable life.  They kindly added a room onto their house so Elisha could have a place to stay when he came by, which he often did.  In response to this kindness, Elisha wished to repay and was made aware the couple had no children.  Elisha told her that about this time next year she would have a baby boy.  This happened.  One day when the boy had grown old enough to go out with the reapers, he suffered an apparent sunstroke.  His father told a servant to take the boy to his mother who held him on her lap until he died at noon.  She frantically raced off to find Elisha to help.  Elisha sent his servant, Gehazi, on ahead to place his staff on the boy’s face.  Then when Elisha and the mother arrived, Elisha went up to his room and laid on the boy, paced around the room then laid on the boy again.  Eventually, Elisha felt the boy becoming warm and then he was alive!  Elisha returned his to his mother, who was deeply grateful and threw herself at the prophet’s feet in gratitude.  The faith she displayed in God and His prophet availed much.

1. How does Elisha deal with the ‘poisonous’ stew?
Because of the scarcity of food, the sons of the prophets were foraging in the fields and accidently collected a gourd that was not safe to eat.  When this wild vine was added to the stew, it was bitter and was suddenly declared to be poisonous to eat.  Elijah calmly asked for somebody to bring some meal to him.  “Whether the meal was a natural antidote for the poisonous herb is not revealed. Maybe it had the same significance as the salt that was thrown into the defiled waters of Jericho.  But the meal was made wholesome and that is the spiritual lesson.  No matter how long or how much the sinner has partaken of the evil fruit of death, there is power in the gospel to heal and restore.  God has the antidote to every form of evil. “  (SDA BC vol2 p.871)  

1.  How does the Lord bless the gift of 20 barley loaves and corn?
A man from Baal-shalisha brought in a first fruits offering for the students to eat.  There were a hundred hungry students and the food did not look sufficient.  But Elisha said to pass it out anyway.  “To the servant the prophet’s command seemed almost foolish and impossible.  Elisha spoke by inspiration.  A prophet speaking in the name of the Lord always speaks the words of God.  There is infinite power with God.  His resources can supply the needs of all.  The touch of His hand can cause the most meager supply t increase.  It was the power of God that caused those few loaves to increase till all present had had enough to satisfy their needs.”  (SDA BC vol2 p.872) 



 
        The Principles	

1.  Why did Elisha require the widow to supply something instead of just providing for her outright?  
“God uses what we have.  He is not limited in His resources and could easily helped the woman without her pot of oil.  But He took what she had and placed His blessing upon it.  So it is with God’s servants today.  They may not have much in natural ability or material resources, but if they devote what they have to God and His service, asking for His blessing, the little they have is increased manifold.  Man in his efforts to help the poor would do well to think in terms of helping them to help themselves.  The poor should be taught to employ such resources as they themselves possess.  Unless this is done, charity may pauperize and do more harm than good.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.867)


2.  What does the Bible and the SOP tell us about God restoring to His servants, those who have died?
“Thus saith the Lord; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not.  Thus saith the Lord; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, …and they shall come again from the land of the enemy.  And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord that thy children shall come again to their own border.”    (Jeremiah 31:15-17)
Jesus comforts our sorrow for the dead with a message of infinite hope:  “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction.”  (Hosea 13:14)
“I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore,… and have the keys of hell and of death.”  (Revelation 1:18)
“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”                                 (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17)
So was the faith of this woman rewarded.  Christ, the great Life-giver, restored her son to her.  In like manner will His faithful ones be rewarded, when, at His coming, death loses its sting and the grave is robbed of the victory it has claimed.  Then will He restore to His servants the children that have been taken from them by death.    (PK 239-40)
“The heart of Jesus goes out to every mother who weeps over the loss of a child, and in the glad resurrection day, children who now are asleep in their graves will be brought back to life once more, to be carried by angels and placed in their mothers’ arms   (GC 645)”


Questions and Take-aways:   
