                                       “A Heathen saved & an Israelite Lost”          Read:

     	 	 	 	 	 	 	                2 Kings 5		              									                PK 244-253										              			
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: Naaman was a commander of the Syrian army under King Benhadad the second.  He was highly respected because he was a brave and victorious soldier.  However, Naaman had leprosy.  Meanwhile, Israel has lost the war with Syria, the battle in which Ahab was killed, and is in a temporary peace with Syria.
	
1. How does Naaman come to know about the prophet Elisha?
War is cruel.  The little girl had been carried away from her home, and was now in an enemy land, seemingly forsaken by God and without comfort or hope.  Life seemed to have for her little of good, and she might have become bitter and morose if she had allowed herself to center her thoughts upon herself and her unhappy plight.  But even in an alien land God had a service for her to perform.
The captive maid was living the life of a slave, forced to serve in the home of the commander of the armies that had laid Israel low.  But she must have been faithful in her service, for otherwise she would not have been employed in the home of an important official.  
Although a captive, the maid did not forget her homeland or her God.  Nor did she think thoughts of ill toward those who had taken her captive and forced her into an involuntary servitude.  Filled with love toward her God, her heart went out in sympathy to her ailing master and his wife.  Instead of wishing Naaman ill because of the misfortunes that had been brought upon her, she wished him well and hoped for his recovery from his terrible disease.  Remembering the marvelous works of Elisha in her homeland, she had faith that the prophet could heal Naaman of his leprosy.  What God had wrought through His servant in Israel, she believed He could also perform toward those of an alien race.  (SDA BC vol2 p.875)

1. When Naaman gets permission to go to Israel, what all does he take with him? 
Naaman takes a letter of introduction from his king, Benhadad, he has several servants on horseback and 10 talents of silver (about 75 lbs) 2 talents of gold (about $55,000 in 1950s) and 10 changes of clothes.
  
1. Why is Joram troubled by Benhadad’s letter and how is this resolved?
Joram thought the Syrian king was using this as a pretext for quarrel against him.  Joram thought Benhadad intentionally sent an impossible situation and when he did not comply, it would be an occasion for war.  Joram was not able to deal with the situation because he only thought of himself instead of the Lord or His prophet Elisha.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.877)
Elisha hears about the king’s distress and sends a message to Joram asking, “Why are you tearing your clothes? Send the man to me to be healed so he can know the loving kindness of God and that there’s still a prophet of the Lord in the land of Israel.”  Joram sent Naaman to Elisha.
1. How is Naaman received when he arrives at Elisha’s home?
Elisha does not come to the door.  He sends out his servant, Gehazi, with instructions.

1.  What are the Lord’s instructions to Naaman, via the prophet, and what is Naaman’s response?
Gehazi tells Naaman that Elisha said to go wash in the Jordan River, to dip down seven times and then he will be clean of leprosy.  Naaman was indignant and offended.  He left the prophet’s house enraged.  He said the rivers back home were much cleaner and to wash in the muddy Jordan would be humiliating.  But, God was testing him.  To be healed, Naaman’s proud heart must yield and he must control his own stubborn selfish will.  He must acknowledge the God of Israel as more powerful than the idols of the Syrian groves.  Naaman wanted to storm off and go home.

1. What do Naaman’s servants do and say to him?
Naaman’s servants, however, reasoned with him.  They said that if Naaman had been told to do some great, difficult thing, he probably would have, so this little thing would be nothing, he had nothing to lose.

1.  What does Naaman do next and with what results?
Naaman did according to the directions of the prophet, and his leprosy was washed away.  When God speaks through a prophet, it always pays to put aside one’s own opinion and accept the message of the Lord.  Only then will we find ourselves walking in the ways of God and partaking of His blessings.  (ibid)

1.  Why does Elisha refuse Naaman’s gifts?
“It was not for him to take payment for a blessing that God had in mercy bestowed.  ‘As the Lord liveth,’ he said, ‘I will receive none.”  The Syrian urged him to take it; but he refused.”  (PK 250)

1.  Is Naaman’s conversion sincere?  
“Now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel.”  Naaman tells Elisha that part of his duties back home is to accompany his king when going to worship the god Rimmon.  As the king was elderly, he would lean on Naaman for support when kneeling down.  Naaman wanted Elisha to know that he would not be kneeling to worship the idol, only to support the king.  Elisha tells Naaman to go in peace, that God knows the heart.

1.  What action does Elisha’s servant, Gehazi, take?
Shameful.  Gehazi’s greed made him chase after Naaman and lie to him.  He told Naaman that Elisha changed his mind, that a couple of poor students from the schools of the prophets just arrived and asked if Naaman would give a talent of silver and a couple changes of clothes for them.  
Naaman generously gives two talents of silver, one for each of the ‘non-existing’ students and a couple changes of clothes for each plus some  servants to help Gehazi carry all back home.  Gehazi stops the servants when they are just out of sight of Elisha’s house, thanks them and says that he’s got it from there.  They go back to Naaman and Gehazi takes the ill-gotten gain and hides it, then goes back to Elisha.  
 
1.  What is the conversation Elisha has with Gehazi?
Rebuking!  Elisha asks him where he’s been.  Gehazi tells more lies and says, nowhere, I haven’t gone anywhere.  Elisha says that the Lord told him when he’d run after Naaman and that he lied, getting the reward in Elisha’s name.  “Is this a time for money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and servants, and maidservants?”  (vs 26)  Then Elisha told Gehazi that Naaman’s leprosy would be on him and it be on him all the way to his grave.  Also, Gehazi’s children would suffer from the fact that Gehazi was cursed of God. Disease and its effects are often passed on to an innocent posterity.


        The Principles	

1.  How were the actions of the young, slave girl a witness to the power of early home training?  (see PK 245) 
“The conduct of the captive maid, the way that she bore herself in that heathen home, is a strong witness to the power of early home training.  There is no higher trust than that committed to fathers and mothers in the care and training of their children.  Parents have to do with the very foundations of habit and character.  By their example and teaching the future of their children is largely decided.  
Happy are the parents whose lives are a true reflection of the divine, so that the promises and commands of God awaken in the child gratitude and reverence; the parents whose tenderness and justice and long-suffering of God, and who by teaching the child to love and trust and obey them, are teaching him to love and trust and obey his Father in heaven.  Parents who impart to the child such a gift have endowed him with a treasure more precious than the wealth of all the ages, a treasure as enduring as eternity… 
The parents of that Hebrew maid, as they taught her of God, did not know the destiny that would be hers.  But they were faithful to their trust; and in the home of the captain of the Syrian host, their child bore witness to the God whom she had learned to honor.”   (PK 245-6)

2.  What point was Jesus making when he referred to Naaman in Luke 4:27?  (see PK 253)
“Centuries after Naaman returned to his Syrian home, healed in body and converted in spirit, his wonderful faith was referred to and commended by the Saviour as an object lesson for all who claim to serve God.  “Many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet, the Saviour declared; “and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.”  
God passed over the many lepers in Israel because their unbelief closed the door of good to them.  A heathen nobleman who had been true to his convictions of right, and who felt his need of help, was in the sight of God more worthy of His blessing than were the afflicted in Israel, who had slighted and despised their God-given privileges.  God works for those who appreciate His favors and respond to the light given them from heaven.”  (PK 253)
                                                                                                                                                            
Isaiah 50:10, 11  Now where are those among you who will reverence the Lord and listen to His Servant?  If there are such, let them put their faith in the Lord.  The way may be dark and there may be no light, but place your confidence in the God of Jacob. 
Those of you who light your own torches and provide your own light, go, walk in the light of your own doing and in the light of the torches you have lit.  However, remember that the Lord will allow you to suffer the consequences of your doings.

Isaiah 64:5  You help those who gladly do what’s right, who remember your ways.  


Questions and Take-aways:   
