                                                          “Capturing a prophet”          Read:

     	 	 	 	 	 	 	                2 Kings 6:1-23		              									          PK 255-261										              			
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: Elisha regularly visited and taught at each of the Schools of the Prophets.  This chapter begins with a story that took place when Elisha was at the school near Jericho.
	
1. This chapter begins with students planning what project?
The students have decided their classrooms were too small, so they asked permission to make another building to have more room.  This new building would be near the Jordan River and that is where they would go to get the timbers needed.  When they got permission, they invited Elisha to go with them.  He did.  “
Elisha was a man of the people.  He was equally at home with kings and generals and with the workers at their daily toil… The greater the leader, the greater the willingness to serve.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.882)  

1. Why is the student in verse five so distressed?
This student probably wasn’t not wealthy and had borrowed an ax from someone.  When the ax head flew off the handle, it landed out in the river, out of sight.  He was dismayed because he didn’t have the means to replace it.
  
1. How does Elisha help?  Does the stick have significance?
Elisha asked the student where the ax head fell off.  When shown the place, he cut a stick and threw it in the river.  The ax head came up, floating on top of the water!  The Bible says that the iron did swim!  (v.6)
“The significance of the procedure is not revealed.  God does not always tell us why or how certain things are done, nor is it necessary always to understand the ways of the Lord.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.883)

1. What plans does the king of Syria have for Israel’s armies in “such and such” a place?  (v.8)
“After the death of King Ahab, it was Syria that had the upper hand over Israel, and now its armies were once more on Israelite soil.  Benhadad II was still king in ‘Syria.”  (v.24)
Benhadad wanted to ambush the Israel forces and every time his plans were thwarted.  He could not get the advantage of surprise.  Somehow Israel always somehow knew of the trap and avoided harm.
1.  God revealed Syria’s Top Secret war plans to Elisha.  What did Elisha do with the information?  With what results?
Elisha relayed the enemies’ plan to Israel’s king, Joram.  The king then was able to send sufficient troops to the places involved to cope with the Syrians when they arrived.  Knowing the enemy plans beforehand, they avoided falling into the enemy’s trap.  

1. After this happens repeatedly, how does the exasperated king react? 
Despite making plans in the utmost secrecy, Israel always knew the details.  This happened not only once or twice, it became a regular thing.  The king of Syria was determined to learn the cause.  There seemed to be only one answer, there must be a traitor in his camp.

1.  Is there a traitor among Syria’s officers?  What then, is the explanation? What is the revised plan of action that Syria makes?
No.  But one of the kings servants said, “No, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel tells the king of Israel the all words that you speak even in your private bedroom!”  (v.12)
So, Benhadad makes a new plan.  He orders his men to locate Elisha, who is in Dothan, then the king has all his men surround the city.  They intend to capture Elisha with this over-whelming number of soldiers and horses.

1.  What terrifying thing does Elisha’s servant observe first thing one particular the morning?  Is Elisha alarmed?  
Elisha’s servant, not Gehazi, came outside the house early in the morning.  He suddenly notided that a host of enemy had surrounded the city with horses and chariots.  Having neither the faith nor experience of Elisha, the servant cried out to Elisha asking what are we going to do!?  
No, Elisha is not alarmed.  He replies to the servant that they that are with us are more than they that are against us.  He also tells the servant to fear not.  
“When a man of God is surrounded by the enemies of the lord, he may always have the assurance that the strength that is with him is infinitely greater than the strength of the enemy… The weakest child of God, seemingly alone and forsaken on earth, need never be afraid of all the forces the enemy may send against him.  With God on his side he is more than a match for the mightiest hosts of evil.”
Then Elisha pray for the Lord to open his servant’s eyes, and when he did, the servant saw the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 
1.  What does Elisha ask of the Lord when the Syrian army advances upon his house?
Elisha asked the Lord to hit the enemy soldiers with blindness and as they descended upon Elisha’s house, they were suddenly all blinded.

1.  Where does Elisha lead the Syrian soldiers?  What happens to them after arriving?
Elisha tells Benhadad’s soldiers that this is not the way and this is not the city.  He leads them to Samaria and asks the Lord to remove their blindness.  When they can see again, they realize they are in Israel’s capital city of Samaria.  King Joram asks Elisha if he should have them all killed, but Elisha says no, feed them.  Make a feast of food and drink and show them hospitality!  So, they made great provision for them and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away and they went home to their master.  (v.22,3)

1.  What were the results of the kindness shown to the Syrian soldiers?
“When they returned to their country the Syrians were a far different group of men from what they were when they made their inroad into Israel.  From enemies they had been changed to friends.  The meal that they had eaten had fed not only their bodies but their souls.  They had learned a lesson that they would not soon forget.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.885-6)


        The Principles	

1.  Does God rate ‘big’ miracles and ‘little’ miracles?  What are we to do when we don’t have an Elisha present? (see SDA BC vol.2 p.884-5)
“There are those who think that there is something trivial about such a miracle as this, and that it need not have been performed.  Man, in the narrowness of his vision, is likely to reason that it is only in great things that divine intervention should be looked for.  But there is not a grief or a heartache on the part of any of God’s children on earth but the Father’s great heart of sympathy goes out to the one in need.  God’s heart still responds to the needs of the children of men, and Heaven still acts in their behalf.  Not a day passes but the Lord intervenes in the interests of those who call upon Him, supplying their needs.  The day of miracles is not yet over.  There may not be an Elisha present, but in His own way God works in behalf of His children who have faith in Him.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.883)  
“One man, with the Lord’s help, is more than a match for the mightiest powers of earth (see Ps. 3:6; 27:1,3; 34:7)

2.  Some have thought that total physical blindness is not meant, but only a state of illusion in which the men would not be able to see things as they actually were: for example, How would Elisha have been able to lead this company of men over the eleven miles of mountainous terrain to Samaria if the group was totally blind?  And, how could the soldiers continue in their purpose of capturing Elisha if they were actually blind?  The miracle may have extended beyond physical blindness so as to make it possible for Elisha to lead these men to Samaria as well as to keep them on their purpose of taking him into custody.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.885)   
Do you remember other times when the enemies of the Lord were led to form mistaken conclusions that brought them defeat?  (see Judges 7:19-21 Gideon’s 300;  2 Ki. 3:22, 23 valley full of water appears to be blood; Joshua 8:13-22 the size of Israel’s force on Ai when actually the main force sat in ambush)



Questions and Take-aways:   
