                                            “Hazael becomes king of Syria”          Read:

     	 	 	 	 	           	 	 2 Kings 8:1-15		              									              PK 259-60									              			
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: Chapter 8 begins with a story that actually took place after the Shunem woman’s son raised from the dead (2 Kings 4:8-27), but before Gehazi was dismissed for his deceit and punished with leprosy. (2 Kings 5:26,7).  The second story took place after the healing of Naaman and the king’s men blinded at Dothan.  (2 Kings 5 & 6)
	
1. What warning does Elisha give to the Woman of Shunem?
Elisha tells her of a coming 7 year famine and recommends she take her family and move to someplace not affected.  She does and returns after the famine, seven years later, to find that someone has squatted on her property and won’t leave it.  She goes to the king for help to get her property back.  
1. Who is the king talking to when the woman of Shunem arrives?
Gehazi has been telling the story of the woman of Shunem’s son being raised from the dead.  What a coincidence!  “Incidents such as this do not just happen.  God lives and has a part in the daily affairs of His children on earth.  Guardian angels are ever at work to protect and direct the steps of those under their charge into the pathways of success and blessing.  The same Lord who spoke through Elisha worked through His angel messengers to direct the woman of Shunem to the palace of the king at exactly the right moment, when her plea would prove most effective.”  (SDABC Vol. 2 p. 895)  
1. What does the king decide about the woman’s requests?
“Not only was the property to be restored to the woman, but she was also to be recompensed for all the produce of the land that was rightfully hers during the years of her absence and for which she had evidently received no return.”  (ibid)
1. When the king of Syria hears that Elisha happens to be in the capital city, what question does he send via Hazael? And, what is Hazael to take with him?
Hazael is a trusted officer of the Syrian king, Benhadad II.  The king is sick and wants Elisha to inqure of the God of Israel if he will recover.  “Behhadad’s inquiry of Elisha was, of course, more than an inquiry; it was an invitation to the prophet of Israel to do for the king what he had done for Naaman…. In giving the command to Hazael, the king of Syria was bearing witness before his people of his interest in the God of the Hebrews. He was also letting his nation know that he no longer regarded the gods of Syria alone as supreme.  The king told Hazael to take 14 camels laden with the best vessels of brass, silver, and gold, rich brocaded robes of silk and satin, rare and delicious foods, jewels of great wealth and beauty, and articles of furniture of fragrant and costly woods.  He instructed Hazael to refer to himself as ‘your son Benhadad.’”  (SDABC Vol. 2 p. 695-6)


1.  How does Elisha answer the king?
Elisha says in verse 10 that the king will certainly recover but that he will surely die.  What?  The question the king had asked was whether he would recover from his disease, and on that point the answer was clear--his disease was not such that it would bring about his death--he could live.  
1. What happens next?
“Elisha seems to have looked Hazael squarely in the face and kept his eyes fastened upon him. Whether Hazael had previously cherished secret ambitions to sit on his master’s throne is not known. If he had, he may have suspected that Elisha was now reading his inmost thoughts.  The Lord knew better what Hazael would do in the future than did Hazael himself.” (ibid)
Elisha becomes tearful and when Hazael asks why, Elisha tells of the evil Hazael will commit on the people.  
1.  What is Hazael’s reaction and what does Elisha tell him next?  
“Hazael is either expressing extreme humility or is assuming a tone of offended innocency. He appears to be surprised and highly shocked.” (ibid)
Hazael says, “What am I, a dog?! … that I would do such a thing?”  Then Elisha tells him that the Lord has revealed he will become king.  
1.  Hazael presumably repeated the message as directed, then what does he do next?
Hazael took a thick cloth and dipping it in water as though to cool the king’s brow, instead smothers him with it.  The king died and Hazael declared himself king, ruling in Benahadad’s stead.  

        The Principles	
1.  Hazael appears shocked at Elisha’s revealing his future and the atrocities he will commit on the people.  What does sin do to the human heart?  (consider 4T p.90)
Sin hardens the heart, instead of confessing, humans continue to assert their innocence.  “A man seldom plans aforetime all the dark, foul deeds of which he at times becomes guilty. One evil thought leads to another, and one wicked deed leads to another still more wicked, until the one who consents to walk in tire pathway of evil finds himself sinking to depths of iniquity he never would have planned for himself or have thought possible.” (SDABC Vol. 2, p. 896-7)

2. What can God’s church do to be assured that we are empowered by Him and can survive any force the enemy brings against us?
[bookmark: _GoBack]“From a human point of view the outlook for the spiritual regeneration of the nation was as hopeless as is the outlook today before God's servants who are laboring in the dark places of the earth. But the church of Christ is God's agency for the proclamation of truth; she is empowered by Him to do a special work; and if she is loyal to God, obedient to His commandments, there will dwell within her the excellency of divine power. If she will be true to her allegiance, there is no power that can stand against her. The forces of the enemy will be no more able to overwhelm her than is the chaff to resist the whirlwind.  There is before the church the dawn of a bright, glorious day, if she will put on the robe of Christ's righteousness, withdrawing from all allegiance to the world.”  (PK 259-60)

Questions and Take-aways:   
