                                                        “Story of two wicked kings”          Read:

     	 	 	 	 	           	 	 2 Kings 8:16-29 and 9:1-26		              									         PK 214									              			        TM 333
The Story:	                                                                   
Recap: As you remember, Joram, a son of Ahab and Jezebel, brother of Athaliah, is king in Israel, Jehoram, a son of Jehoshaphat, married to Athaliah, was king of Judah, for 8 years then died.  Jehoram’s son, Ahaziah now ruled Judah in his place, for only one year.  Ahaziah is very close to his uncle, Joram. All were exceedingly wicked.  
 
1. Who were Joram and Ahaziah fighting against at Ramoth in Gilead?
Ahaziah had joined forces with his uncle, Joram-king of Israel to take back the city from Hazael- now king of Syria.  They were successful in taking the city.  

1. Why is Ahaziah in Jezreel?
Joram was wounded in battle and left to recover in Jezreel.  After the battle was won, Ahaziah went to Jezreel to see how his uncle was doing. His soldiers were still at Ramoth.

1. Who does Ahaziah leave in charge of his men back at Ramoth in Gilead?
Jehu, son of Jehoshaphat.  

1. What is the mission that Elisha gives to one of the students at the School of the Prophets?
Elisha tells the student go as fast as you can to Ramoth in Gilead with this jar of olive oil.  When you get there look for a man named Jehu.  When you find him tell him that I sent you and ask to see him alone.  Get him into a room alone and pour oil on his head and say that the Lord anoints you king of Israel.  Then get out of there as fast as you can!  

1.  The student obeys.  What was the message he gives to Jehu?
“The Lord God of Israel says, ‘I anoint you king of Israel.  You are to destroy the house of Ahab because the time has come for me to punish Jezebel for killing my servants and my prophets.  The whole house of Ahab must perish, including the king.  Every male must be put to the sword whether he is young or old, bond or free.  The house of Ahab will come to an end just as the house of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and the house of Baasha, the son of Ahijah.  As for Jezebel herself, she must not be buried, but dogs will eat her body outside her palace in Jezreel.  

1. How did Jehu’s men respond to the message?
The soldiers quickly spread their cloaks for Jehu to stand on, blew the trumpets and shouted, “Jehu is king!”

1.  What happens next?
Leaving the soldiers at Ramoth in case Hazael decided to counterattack, Jehu says to his fellow officers, “ If you accept me as your king, don’t go to Jezreel to tell what has happened, stay with me.”  Then Jehu got into his chariot and they all headed off to Jezreel.  Remember, the current king of Israel is the wounded Joram, uncle to Ahaziah-king of Judah, who is visiting. 

1.  What does the watchman on the walls of Jezreel do when he sees the coming chariots?
He sends the news to King Joram who tells him to send a horseman out to ask if this means peace or war.  Jehu tells the horseman it’s none of his business, fall in behind me, which he does!  When the same thing happens for a second time, the king orders up his chariot.  Both kings Joram, and Ahaziah, ride their chariots out to meet Jehu.
1.  What question does Joram ask of Jehu and what is Jehu’s answer?
Joram asks if the battle is now at peace, as in, is it conquered?  Jehu’s answer has nothing to do with the battle, he shouts back, “How can there be peace as long as your mother Jezebel keeps spreading witchcraft and idolatry throughout the country

1.  What happens next?
Joram gets the message and shouts to Ahaziah, “This is treason!”  He turns his chariot around and heads back to the city.  Jehu shoots an arrow that hit Joram between the shoulders into his heart.  Joram slumped over in his chariot and died.  

1.  What becomes of Joram’s dead body?  
Jehu told his captain, Bidkar, to take Joram’s dead body and throw it into the nearby field that had belonged to Naboth the Jezreelite, saying, “Remember how that, when I and you rode together after Ahab his father, the Lord laid this burden upon him.  Cast him into the plat of ground, according to the word of the Lord.”  (2 Ki 9:25-26)
Years before, Elijah had spoken: “It shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay” (1 Kings 19:17) 
Also, years before, both Jehu and Bidkar were veterans, together in the army with Ahab.  They’d witnessed Ahab’s exploits in war and his involvement in murdering Naboth for his vineyard.  They knew of the pronouncement made by Elijah and the divine sentence of God, saying what would happen to all Ahab’s male descendants.  (1 Kings 21:21-22) “Now both men were together again when the Lord’s sentence was carried into execution by Joram’s death.”  (SDA BC vol2 p.908)

1.  What becomes of the king of Judah- Ahaziah?
When Ahaziah hears Joram shout, “This is treason!” he turns his chariot around and flees toward Jerusalem, but Jehu is shouting for his men to go after him and kill him.  Ahaziah is shot and wounded but gets away.  He then changes his course, escaping to the south and is finally caught up with near Samaria.  He is brought back to Jehu, who executes him.  He was buried in Jerusalem.


        The Principles	
1.  Do prophecies from God always come true?
Yes.  Chapter 9 mentions several prophecies, all of which came to be.
Against the “Whole House of Ahab”  v.8
Reference to “The House of Jeroboam the son of Nebat”    v.9
“The House of Baasha the son of Ahijah”     v.9
Reference to “Ahab responsible for killing Naboth”  v.26
“Dogs will eat Jezebel in Jezreel”     v.10, 33-37
“The wicked did not in ancient times, and the world does not now, believe that the Lord means what He says, but as long as justice demands that iniquity meet its just deserts, so long will the Lord’s decrees against evildoers be carried out.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.907)

2.  Name some of God’s prophecies that have yet to be fulfilled.  
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
1 Thes 4:16, 17  
Questions and Take-aways:   
