Preparation Guide 1:  The Creation Story
Genesis 1:1—Genesis 2:3
See also: 
· Orbit:  Earth’s Extraordinary Journey (BBC Documentary, 3 episodes.)  
· David Attenborough’s Natural Curiosities—Series 2, Episode 6 (In particular, the second part about plants.)
· The Magic of Mushrooms (BBC Documentary with Professor Richard Fortey)
These documentaries are freely available both on Netflix and on You Tube.  
Characters and Motivations:                            References:
GOD______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Observations:                                                       References:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
There are a lot of different ideas today about the creation story.  What could you say to someone who suggests:  
· “Science has proven that the natural world has developed through evolution, not given by a creator.”  
· “If each ‘day’ of creation is considered as an epoch of thousands or millions of years, then the Bible and science are in harmony with each other.”
· “The creation story is just one of those myths that early people dreamed up to explain the world around them.”  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
We are told that God “blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it” (Gen. 2:3).  What does this mean?  God blessed the winged and water creatures, and He blessed the man and woman he created (Gen. 1:22, 28).  Is this the same type of blessing or different?  In really practical terms, what should we be doing with that “sanctified” seventh day?  Why should we do it?  See also Leviticus 23:3, 32, Isaiah 58:13-14, John 19:31, Matthew 12:11-13, Mark 2:27, and Luke 14:1-5.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
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