Preparation Guide 3:  The Fall
Genesis 3:1—Genesis 3:24
See also: 
· Read Romans 5:12-21
· Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 3:  “The Temptation and Fall.”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
THE SERPENT/SATAN: 
· Jealous of humanity’s happiness
· Jealous of Christ’s Godhood
· Wanted to show that no one could follow God’s laws, that they were therefore unfair
· Wanted to hurt the creation that had made him so angry  
EVE:
· Wanted to be independent of Adam and God
· Wanted to be confident in her own abilities
· Wanted to be “wise”
· Wanted to indulge appetite
· Wanted to share her guilt
· Wanted to blame someone else
ADAM:
· Wanted to indulge Eve
· Wanted to save her
· Wanted to blame her
GOD:
· Wanted to gently bring His children to an understanding of their sin
· Wanted to make the depth of their transgression clear
· Wanted to provide a way to save humanity
Eve’s problems did not begin with the eating of the fruit from the forbidden tree.  List any mistakes that she made before the act of eating.  
· Went away from Adam
· Went to the tree of knowledge of good and evil
· Failed to be accurate in reporting God’s words regarding the tree
· Chose to continue discussing matters with the serpent, even after he implied that God had lied.  
· Placed Satan’s words as more important than her Creator’s 
What does this tell you about your own mistakes, sins, and the excuses you make for them?  
Like Eve, I usually have a long lead-up of bad decisions before the significant “mistake” that gets me into trouble.  I make all sorts of excuses for the “mistake” part, failing to notice the lengthy series of poor choices for which I have no excuse.  
Examine Satan’s statements from the beginning of chapter 3 (verses 1-6).  List all of the lies that he told Eve, both direct and implied.  
· Appears as a serpent, “more subtil than any beast of the field…”  Satan makes himself appear wise and beautiful, which is an implicit lie.  
· “Hath God said, ye shall not eat of every tree…”  Implies that God is trying to starve His creations… or at least, not provide for them as He might.  
· “Ye shall not surely die.”  A direct contradiction of God’s Word.  
· “For God doth know…”  Implies that the knowledge offered by the tree is to be desired, and will have positive benefits.  
Of what does he accuse God?  
· Failing to provide sufficient food
· Lying
· Wishing to keep His creation ignorant/under His thumb
 What can we conclude about Satan from his actions here?   
He is quite talented with words and leading questions.  He is an extremely clever deceiver, letting Eve do most of the work in tricking herself.  He wishes to be seen as wise and beautiful.  
Is Adam’s sin of eating the forbidden fruit the same as Eve’s sin?  Why or why not?  See 1 Timothy 2:14.  
No.  Eve was fooled.  She believed the serpent’s lies.  Adam chose to sin with the full expectation of the consequences being carried out by God.  Eve is fooled.  She believes the serpent, thinking that the fruit really is “to be desired to make one wise” (Gen. 3:6).  In Patriarchs and Prophets, pg. 55, we see that “In the judgement men will not be condemned because they conscientiously believed a lie, but because they did not believe the truth, because they neglected the opportunity of learning what is truth.”  Eve rejected the truth that she had learned from God Himself.  Adam, on the other hand, was not fooled.  (1 Timothy 2:14)  It seems like this more deliberate sin is an even bigger problem.  He “understood that his companion had transgressed the command of God,” and “there was a terrible struggle in his mind” (PP pg. 56).  But he “could not endure the thought of separation” from Eve, and so “decided to brave the consequences” (PP pg. 57).  God tells Adam directly that “because thou has hearkened unto the voice of thy wife” all the consequences of sin fall on Adam as well (Gen. 3:17).  
Adam and Eve have just condemned the entire human race to millennia of suffering and separation from God… but they’re most worried about their fashion statement.  What’s going on with “nakedness” as it is used here in Genesis 3? Compare Genesis 2:25.  
Nakedness seems to be a symbol of, and a literal result from, guilt or shame here.  They were “not ashamed” in Genesis 2:25, because they were clothed in innocence, content in their pure state.  After their sin, they become conscious of their nakedness, but they don’t focus on the problem (their trespass against God), but put all their focus on the results (their shame / nakedness).  According to the commentaries:  “His consciousness of the effects of sin was keener than of the sin itself.  Here we witness for the first time the confusion between sin and punishment, which is characteristic of man in his fallen state.  The results of sin are sensed and detested more than the sin itself.”  
Verse 20 seems an odd interjection.  Why do you think Adam chose this unhappy moment to declare his wife’s name?  
Looking at the context, this isn’t an odd interjection at all.  God has been describing the results of humanity’s sin, but He prefaces all that with a promise, in verse 15, that sin would come to an end, its head being crushed by “the woman” and “her seed.”  Then He describes the consequences of the fall, concluding with “dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”  Adam responds to this with a statement of faith.  He called his wife Eve, the ancient Semitic word “Chawwah,” meaning roughly “life,” or “the living one.”  Their death sentence had just been pronounced, and Adam looks forward in faith beyond the grave to the promised One who would restore to humanity to the immortality that they had forfeited.  Adam describes Eve as “the mother of all living,” because he trusts in God to fulfill His promise, and bring immortality to their children.  

Observations:                                         References:
It is strange and tragic that Adam chose to forfeit his perfect state for the love of Eve, but just shortly afterward he attempts to avoid the consequences by blaming her (Gen. 3:12).  It is compelling evidence of the corrupting power of sin.  
The intense concern for modesty evidenced by the newly guilty pair, along with the “curse” on conception and childbirth, that it would come with pain, have given a lot of people the idea that the fall had something to do with sexuality.  This is not true if we properly consider these things as symbols and results of separation from God, not those of relations between men and women.  
Note that God did NOT curse either Adam or Eve.  Curses were pronounced against the serpent, and against the ground, but not on the people (Gen. 3:14, 17).  
Before Adam and Eve left the garden, God made “coats of skin” to clothe them (Gen. 3:21).  This descent, from being clothed with God’s light to being literally clothed by death, must have been a keen lesson on the results of sin to Adam and Eve.  
The curious phrasing of Gen. 3:22 suggests to many that Satan was telling the truth, that eating of the fruit made Adam and Eve “like God.”  But Satan’s statement is true only in the limited sense that Adam and Eve now have a conception of some of the results and nature of sin, where before they had known only innocence.  They are not more like God in any positive or meaningful sense.  
The “flaming sword” guarding the gate to Eden in Genesis 3:24 is unusual and interesting.  The phrase “a flaming sword” is a rather inexact translation of the Hebrew, which reads literally “a glittering of the sword.  According to the commentaries, there was no literal sword, just a “scintillating reflection of light,” as from a sword “turned every way with great rapidity—flashing shafts of light radiating from an intensely brilliant center.”  It further suggests that this “radiant, living light was none other than the Shekinah glory, the manifestation of the divine presence”  (PP pg. 62).  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]God graciously gave us this description so that we would have an understanding of the way that sin came into our world.  It also provides us with some warnings about the nature of Satan, and the nature and consequences of sin.  
