Preparation Guide 4:  Children of the Fall
Genesis 4:1—Genesis 4:26
See also: 
· Read Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 5: “Cain and Abel Tested”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
CAIN:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ABEL:_______________________________________________________________________________________ GOD:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do Cain and Abel’s offerings reveal about them as individuals?   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________How are the offerings the same?  How are they different?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cain was “very wroth” after his offering was rejected.  He was angry with whom?  Read God’s comments to Cain in verses 6 and 7.  What is God trying to communicate to Cain?  Why?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verse 8 describes Cain’s next actions.  Why is Cain angry with his brother?    See also 1 John 3:12.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________God and Cain have another conversation in verses 9-15.  What do Cain’s comments reveal about him?  What do we understand about God from His responses?   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
For the first time, we see in verse 11 that a curse has fallen on a human being.  What are the results of this curse for Cain?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Consider the “mark” described in verse 15.  This is an unusual measure, taken by God apparently for Cain’s protection.  Why do you think that God determined to protect Cain?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Verses 17-24 describe Cain’s descendants, along with some interesting biographical details.  What do you think we are meant to understand from these verses?  See Patriarchs and Prophets, pgs. 72-73, 78.   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Observations:                                         References:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
