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Genesis 6:1—Genesis 6:22
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
GOD
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mercy always seems to be God’s motivation.  He gives humanity 120 years to prepare for the flood (verse 3).  He gives “grace” to Noah and his family (verse 8, 18).  
· God wants to allow a time and place to develop a group of humans who can stand without an intercessor.  This apparently was not possible with the antediluvian world as it was.  
· God wanted to preserve humanity (Noah and his family) and “every living thing of all flesh” (verse 19), in spite of His judgement that “all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth (verse 12).  
What was wrong in the antediluvian world that God said “My Spirit will not always strive with man”?     
· The “sons of God” took wives of the “daughters of men” (verse 1-2).  
· Men were “mighty.”  They were “giants,” “men of renown,” and they were wicked.  “Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (verses 4-5).  
· “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence” (verse 11).  
· “all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth” (verse 12).  
What does God mean by saying that “his days shall be an hundred and twenty years”?  See Genesis 11:10-32.  
He gave humanity 120 years of preparation before the judgement of the flood.  He can’t be speaking of lifespan, because that wasn’t the lifespan of people following the flood.  
What does it mean for the Lord to “repent” of making man, as in verse 6?  Can God repent of His actions?  
God doesn’t repent of His actions—He knows what all the results will be.  But He is grieved for the sinfulness of His creation.  It is our choices that cause Him to “repent.”  This is made clear by the explanatory phrase in verse 6:  “it grieved Him at His heart.”  
Verse 7 describes God’s judgement on the earth, for their wickedness and violence, but it is followed immediately by the statement that “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”  Verse 9 then introduces Noah.  Does this mean that Noah was sinless?  What can we understand about God’s “grace” from these verses?   
Noah was not sinless.  He was a human who sought “grace” from God.  This is the first time the word “grace” occurs in the scriptures.  Certainly it carries the same meaning here as we find in the New Testament.  This is the merciful, unmerited favor of God, exercised here on behalf of the undeserving sinner Noah as it is for us.  In spite of the unrelenting, unrepenting sinfulness of the world of fallen humanity, God gives grace to those who seek it.  
Verses 14-16 describe the construction of the ark.    What do we know about the form of the ark?  Do you think it was big enough to serve its purpose?   
It was made of something translated here as “gopher” wood, probably the cypress wood mentioned by Ellen White (PP 95).  It was caulked inside and out, and divided into what we might call stalls, literally “nests” for the many animals who would reside there.  It was 300 cubits in length, 50 cubits wide and 30 cubits high.  We estimate that this is about 515 feet long, 86 feet wide, and 52 feet high.  It has been assumed that the ark was in the form of a box, but this is not specified anywhere in the text.  Thus we can’t calculate the actual cubic volume of the ark, but it was clearly large enough to support all of the life that was placed in it, along with a year’s supply of food for all.   
Verse 18 describes God establishing a “covenant” with Noah.  What does this mean?  Note particularly that the covenant includes Noah’s sons and their wives, even though Noah did not have any sons at this time.  
God here establishes His first covenant with Noah.  This is an agreement that Noah will obey and that God will protect him and his family.  This is to be a long-lasting relationship between Noah’s family line and God.  Note particularly the promise of sons to carry on Noah’s line.  At this time, Noah was 480 years old, and he didn’t have any children.  In addition to promising safety, God here assures him of children, sons to continue in the covenant with God.  
Observations:                                         References:
Verse 12 notes that “God looked upon the earth,” implying that conditions on the earth became the subject of God’s special investigation.  The judgement imposed on the earth, the flood, was not ill-considered or arbitrary.  And the results of the investigation showed that there no longer existed a distinction between the God-defying Cainites and the God-fearing Sethites.  Thus all of humanity came under judgement.  
Verse 16 speaks of a “window” in the ark.  But the words and grammatical construction of this verse create some difficulty in determining what Moses meant.  The word here translated “window,” sohar, may mean either “light,” “light opening,” or “roof.”  The translation “roof” may have stronger support, as Noah could not see the surface of the earth until the sohar was opened (Gen. 8:6).  Whatever it means, light came in from above.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
God gave us this information so that we would understand His merciful provisions for the people and animals that survived the flood.  This also forms a preview of the events of the last days.  We can clearly understand that God draws a distinction between the “just,” as “Noah was a just man,” and the wicked.  There are provisions for the just, but the wicked race forward willfully to their own destruction.  
