Preparation Guide 7:  The Flood
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Genesis 7:1—Genesis 7:24
See also: 
· Finish Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 7: “The Flood”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
GOD:
· To judge the earth (v. 18-23)
· To provide a “type” of the end days (v. 4)
· To set aside His remnant (v. 1)
· To preserve His creation (v. 1-3)
NOAH:
· Wanted to obey (v. 5)
· Wanted to preserve himself and his family, keeping the covenant with God from Ch. 6.  (v. 13)

How many zebras were on the ark?  How many chickens?  How many flamingoes?  What do we know?  
· Zebras:  Either two individuals or two pairs, as zebras aren’t clean animals.
· Chickens:  Either seven individuals or seven pairs, as chickens are clean animals.  
· Flamingoes:  Either seven individuals or seven pairs, since flamingoes are “fowls of the air.”  
· We know that the animals were in pairs, the “male with his female.”
· We know that there were more clean animals, since people would need them for sacrifice and perhaps eating.  
· We know that there were more birds, to “keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth.”  Extra birds were needed to distribute seeds and spread life on the newly changed earth.  
How many people were on the ark?  There has been an argument made that Noah’s sons practiced polygamy, that such was necessary to repopulate the earth.  Does this seem possible to you?  See also 1 Peter 3:20.   
There were eight people.  1 Peter states this explicitly.  The ark held, as verse 13 states, Noah, his wife, their three sons, and the (singular) wife of each boy.  Polygamy, common among the Cainites, was not yet practiced by the followers of the true God.  This stands to reason, as Noah waited 480 years without any assurance that he would ever have children.  Yet he did not make Abraham’s mistake of finding another woman with whom to have children.  He resisted this temptation, so it stands to reason that he would have raised his sons to the same high standard.  They would not practice polygamy, as their father would undoubtedly look dimly on this lack of self-control.  
Rewrite verses 17-19 in your own words.  (15 cubits is nearly 26 feet).  Could these words describe a local flood?    
· The rain continued for forty days on the earth, the flood waters raising constantly.  The waters raised the ark, and it was borne up safely above the catastrophe.  
· And the waters were deep and chaotic, covering all the earth, increasing in depth and violence.  But the ark tread securely on the surface.  
· The flood destroyed everything, ripping apart the surface of the earth.  Every high mountain was completely covered.  There was no speck of land remaining to be seen under the waters.  

What happened with the ark in the midst of this catastrophic destruction?  Why?  
The ark was “lifted up” and “went upon the face of the waters.  It was protected by God Himself from the violence of the flood.  The very elements which were used to utterly obliterate the wicked safely bore up the faithful family of Noah.  God is never at a loss for means to save His remnant.  At the same time, He allowed Noah to participate in preserving his family.  It is His will that man should exercise to the full the intelligence and strength God has given him.  God miraculously preserved the ark, but He had Noah build it.  
Observations:                                         References:
· The earth-destroying catastrophe that was the flood was caused by more than a major rain storm, which must have been terrifying enough.  “All the fountains of the great deep were broken up” in addition to the “windows of heaven” being opened (v. 11).  Ellen White adds that “jets of water burst from the earth with indescribable force, throwing massive rocks hundreds of feet into the air, and these, in falling, buried themselves deep in the ground” (PP pg. 99).  This was a major geological catastrophe.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]These words give us an explanation of the structure of the world as it is today.  But beyond that, they give us a picture of the destruction to be enacted on the earth at the end of days.  The judgement depicted here gives us the scope of the judgement yet to come.  
