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Genesis 8:1—Genesis 8:22
See also: 
· Finish Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 8: “After the Flood”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
GOD:
· God wanted to preserve His people:  God “remembered” Noah (v. 1) and his family, preserving them in the midst of the waters.  Once again, Noah and his family have “found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”  He carried them safely during the flood and kept them safe as the earth settled down and dried.  
· God wanted to assure His people that He would never again destroy the earth in this way.  He wanted them to be secure in their new, changed landscape (v. 21-22).  
NOAH:
· Wanted to keep the covenant with God.  
· Wanted to get out of the ark, see the new world, and resume the normal patterns of living (v. 6-19). 
· Wanted to thank God for preserving him and his family (v. 20).  
Where is Noah’s ark?  Has it been found?  
Noah and his family landed “upon the mountains of Ararat” (v. 4), which is in the mountainous land of Armenia, but the actual landing site is unknown.  There have been rumors that the remains of Noah’s ark have been discovered through the years, but these remain unsubstantiated.  The traditional location of the landing site, called today Mt. Ararat, has two peaks.  One of them is 16,945 ft, the other 12,287 ft high.  This would have been a very good location for the ark to rest while the waters subsided, and from which Noah’s extended family could spread to every land.  But this particular site for the location of the ark is merely a tradition, not a fact.  
Use verses 1-14 to complete a “ship’s log” for Noah’s voyage.  Day 1:  Noah enters the Ark in the 2nd month, 10th day.  He is in his 600th year.  (Gen. 7:4, 7, 10)
Day 7:  The Flood begins in the 2nd month, 17th day.  (Gen. 7:4, 11)
Days 7-47:  Rain pours down on the earth.  (Gen. 7:4, 12, 17)
Days 47-157:  Water prevails on the earth.  The ark is bourn up on the face of the waters.  (Gen. 7:24)



Day 158:  The ark comes to rest on the mountains of Ararat in the 7th month, 17th day.  The ark floats for exactly 5 months.  (Gen. 8:4)
Day 232:  The mountains are seen in the 10th month, 1st day.  (Gen. 8:5)
Day 272: Noah releases the raven in the 11th month, 11th day.  (Gen. 8:6)
Day 279: Noah releases the dove in the 11th month, 18th day.  It returns without landing.  (Gen. 8:8-9)
 Day 286:  Noah releases the dove again in the 11th month, 25th day.  It returns with an olive leaf.  (Gen. 8:10)
Day 293:  Noah releases the dove again in the 12th month, 2nd day.  It doesn’t return.  (Gen. 8:12)
Day 322:  Noah removes the covering of the ark, and the earth appears dry on the 1st day of the 1st month.  Noah is in his 601st year.  (Gen. 8:13)
Day 378:  God declares the end of Noah’s time in the ark in the 2nd month, 27th day.  Noah, his family, and the animals leave the ark.  (Gen. 8:14-19)




Observations:                                         References:
· “Noah removed the covering of the ark” (v. 13) to look out on the drying landscape.  The word here translated “covering,” mikseh, is used in the Old Testament to designate the roof of the tabernacle and also the slip covers used to protect the furniture of the sanctuary while it was being transported.  Since these coverings were made of skins, it is possible that the “covering” designated here was also made of skins.  This covering may indicate the entire roof or just a small portion.  
· Noah’s first act on leaving the ark was to build an altar and make an offering (v. 20).  This emphasizes that Noah’s awareness of God’s protecting hand during the flood.  These sacrifices were not only an expression of gratitude for the coming Savior, who was typified by every sacrificial animal.  
· Verses 21-22 appear to contradict Gen. 6:5-7.  God had ordained the Flood because “every imagination of the thoughts” of man’s heart was “only evil continually.”  Here, for the very same reason, He promises to never send another.  It must be that in the first case “imagination” refers to a fixed pattern of thought translated into action, while here it refers to man’s inherent tendencies.  God seems to be saying that even though men’s tendencies are toward evil, He will never again start over with a small group.  Instead, God promises to let humanity develop toward the eventual judgement and salvation at the end of time.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]These words emphasize God’s careful care of His chosen people, and the terrible judgements that can fall on the wicked.  They also tell us how the world that we know came about, and was repopulated by people and animals.  Verse 21 particularly emphasizes God’s reaction to faithful worship.  He “smelled a sweet savour” from Noah’s faithful, loving, and generous worship of his Lord.  

