Preparation Guide 12:  Abram’s Call
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Genesis 12:1—Genesis 12:20
See also: 
· Read Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 11: “The Call of Abraham”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
GOD:
· Intended to preserve a “remnant”
· Wanted to develop the good qualities He observed in Abram
· Wanted to show His protection of Abram
· Wanted to emphasize the importance of marriage for Abram and Sarai as well as the Egyptians
· Wanted to teach Abram about submission, patience, and faith
· Wanted to provide an example for His people to come
ABRAM:
· “By faith” Abram followed God’s direction (Hebrews 11:9)
· Wanted to be “a great nation,” but wanted a relationship with God even more.  
· Wanted to protect himself from the Egyptians

SARAI:
· Wanted to protect her husband
PHARAOH:
· Wanted to add to his harem
· Wanted to preserve himself and his court from the plague, and from God’s further punishments
· Was angry with Abram over the deception, but also intimidated by God’s protection of him
How much time had passed since the Flood?  Since creation?  
427 years since the flood, 2,083 years since creation.  
Compare Gen. 11:31, Gen. 12:1-4, Acts 7:2-3, and Patriarchs and Prophets pg. 127.  Who took whom out of Ur?  Did Abram take his father, or did Terah take Abram?  Explain any apparent discrepancies.  
It is clear that Abram was the one to whom God revealed Himself in Ur (Acts 7:2-3).  When that first call came, he obeyed immediately and left his home to find a new home in the country that God had promised him.  He must have had considerable influence over his father, Terah, his brother Nahor, and his nephew Lot, because they all chose to accompany him.  Although the call came to Abram specifically, he still lived under his father’s roof and would look to his father to take the initiative should he be willing to do so.  Terah evidently consented and, as head of the house, led out in making the move.  Oriental propriety would require that Terah be given credit for acting as head of his house.  It would seem inappropriate to say that Abram took his father Terah, even though the impetus for the move originated with Abram. 
Compare Genesis 12:1-3 with Genesis 6:13-21 and Revelation 3:19-22.  Do you notice any similarities?  Any differences?  What can we learn about God from these verses?  
Genesis 12:1-3—
· Command:  “Get thee out of thy country…”
· Promise:  “And I will make of thee a great nation…”
· Covenant:  “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee…”
Genesis 6:13-21—
· Command:  “Make thee an ark of gopher wood…”
· Promise:  “thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee…”
· Covenant:  “But with thee I will establish my covenant…”
Revelation 3:19-22—
· Command:  “Be zealous therefore and repent…”
· Promise:  “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne…”  
· Covenant: “If any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to him…”   
When God issues a command, He also offers a promise as well as a relationship.  God doesn’t ask us to do things without showing us that they are to our benefit.  
Consider the story of Abram and Sarai in Egypt.  Who is in the wrong here?  See Genesis 20:12.  Is Abram justified in his actions?  How about the Pharaoh? Pharaoh has done the right thing according to his cultural background and expectations.  Abram lied to him.  Sarai was Abram’s half-sister, but she was first and foremost his wife.  The clear implication, as conveyed to the Egyptians, was that Sarai was NOT Abram’s wife, which is a lie, even covered by a half-truth.  The pharaoh’s polygamy is certainly wrong, but is rather to be expected given his culture.  
“And he Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues…” for the sin of taking another man’s wife.  Given that Abram deceived the Pharaoh, why did the curse fall on the Pharaoh and his house?  What do you think Abram was meant to learn from this?  
Even though Abram had failed God, God intervened on his behalf.  That God should rescue His servants from the circumstances of their own contriving is evidence of His mercy and love.  Those who profess faith in Him may at times act unworthily of their calling, yet God often teaches their opponents to respect them.  The Lord remains faithful to His children even in their hours of unfaithfulness.  Nevertheless, Abram was clearly meant to learn from this experience that he could trust in God rather than in his own clever devices.  
Observations:                                         References:
· Verses 7, 8:  Abram was always building altars to show his gratitude to God.  Constant communication with God is an excellent model for a faithful life!
· Verse 16: “She was very fair…”  How could Sarai at the age of 65 have been as attractive as this incident suggests?  It should be remembered that in Abram’s time, the life span was longer than it is now.  Sarai died at the age of 127.  She was therefore in her middle age.  But she still must have been exceptionally beautiful.  The Pharaohs are known to have fancied the fairer complexion of foreign women, and to have secured Libyan, Hittite, Mesopotamian, and Palestinian girls for the royal harem.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
We also have been called, as in Revelation 3, to “go” with God.  Abram followed “by faith,” which is an excellent example for us.  And God’s faithfulness to Abram, as witnessed in this and following chapters, knew no bounds.  These stories assure us that God will be equally caring and merciful toward us if we are as faithful to Him.  

