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Genesis 15:1—Genesis 15:21
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
GOD:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ABRAM:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In verses 1-5, God assures Abram of His protection and repeats His promise to give Abram an heir.  Consider verse 6.  Compare Romans 4:1-5 and Galatians 3:6-18.  What does Paul (the author of Romans and Galatians) suggest that we can learn from this verse?  What does “justification by faith” mean in this context?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In verse 8, Abram asks God for a sign confirming His promises.  Yet just a couple verses earlier, Abram is said to have believed in God’s promises.  Is this a contradiction?  Compare Judges 6:17, 36-40, 2 Kings 20:8, Luke 1:18, 20, and Matthew 16:4.  What is the difference?  When is it appropriate to ask God for a sign?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The affair with the sacrificial animals in verses 9-10 is the method by which people confirmed a solemn agreement in ancient times.  Those entering into the covenant were to walk between the severed pieces, symbolically vowing perpetual obedience to the provisions thus agreed on.  The lives of the animals pledged the lives of those participating in the agreement.  This practice was around for a long time, as we find it practiced in Jeremiah’s time (Jeremiah 34:18-19).  Why do you think God chooses to participate in this ceremony with Abram?  What does verse 11 tell us about this covenant?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In verses 12-16, God gives Abram an overview of the future to come.  It surely contained some surprises for Abram.  What does God tell Abram about the future?  Why do you suppose God gives Abram this information?  Why do you suppose that Abram and his progeny have to wait all that time before inheriting the land?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Observations:                                         References:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
