Preparation Guide 16B:  The Birth of Ishmael
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Genesis 16:1—Genesis 16:16
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
SARAI:
· Wanted a child
· Lacking in faith that God could provide a child to someone her age, she wanted to assist the process (v. 2)
· Was angry at Hagar’s disrespect (v. 5)
· Jealous of Hagar’s pregnancy (v. 6)
ABRAM:
· Wanted a child
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Lacking in faith that God would provide a child to himself and Sarai, he decided to assist the process (v. 3 – 4)
· Wanted Sarai to be happy (v. 6)
HAGAR:
· Felt that she should be more privileged than Sarai because of her fertility (v. 4)
· Apparently consented to the plan to provide Sarai and Abram with an heir, then changed her mind (v. 4)
· Proud that she was able to conceive, Hagar arrogantly fled rather than submit herself to Sarai (v. 6-8)
· Humbled because God spoke to her and comforted by His promises.  (v. 13)
GOD:
· Promised that Abram’s children would become a great nation, and honored this promise in Ishmael even though he wasn’t the son that God had promised (v. 11-12)
· Recognized Hagar’s difficulty and did not abandon her, although He still wanted her to be meek, as befits His followers (v. 11)
Did Abram and Sarai’s actions solve their problem?   Why or why not?
In a sense, as Abram now had a son.  But it created much greater difficulties.  There ensued domestic trouble and heartache, and hatred between the future offspring of both wives which extends even to the present day.  Sarai still did not have the child that she had intended to claim.  Abram and Sarai did not have an heir, as they had intended, because Hagar chose to retain her claim on her son.  
Even before Ishmael’s birth, Abram and Sarai’s actions create a new problem.  Hagar now despises her mistress.  Why?  How do Abram and Sarai attempt to solve this problem?  What is Hagar’s response?
Barrenness among the Hebrews was always regarded as a dishonor and reproach, whereas fertility was considered a special mark of divine favor.  That the Egyptian maid, honored by admission to the rank of wife, should forget her privileged status and become haughty, was precisely the conduct that might have been expected.  She would no longer assent to Sarai’s plan; why should her child be passed off as Sarai’s son?  In response to this change in attitude, Sarai becomes angry with Hagar and with Abram, who consented to her plan.  Section 146 of the ancient Mesopotamian Code of Hammurabi says that “if later that female slave has claimed equality with her mistress because she bore children, her mistress may not sell her; she may mark her with the slave-mark and count her among the slaves.”  This law permitted the humiliation of an overbearing slave-concubine, but also laid certain restrictions upon her owner.  Abram was certainly familiar with the laws and customs of his homeland and complied with the law, which allowed his wife to humiliate Hagar but not to sell her.  Sarai restored Hagar to the status of a slave, and even took recourse to corporal punishment as the Hebrew term “dealt hardly” implies.  Abram had complied with the law, but certainly exhibited some weakness in yielding to Sarai’s purpose to inflict unjustifiable punishment on the future mother of his child.  In response, Hagar flees from Abram and Sarai, and runs toward her homeland:  Egypt.  
In verse 9, the angel tells Hagar to return to her mistress, who has been abusing her.  Why?  What should we understand from this command?  
The Hebrew word translated “submit” is another form of the verb rendered “dealt hardly” in verse 6.  Hagar was to return and submit meekly to Sarai, however, no matter how unkindly Sarai might treat her.  God did not condone Sarai’s harshness toward Hagar.  He will punish those who misuse their authority, but He rarely entrusts this duty to those who are suffering under harsh and unjust treatment.  Meekness is a trait of character that God looks for in His children.  Compare 1 Peter 2:18-24:  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.  For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
What is Hagar saying in verse 13?  Why does she say it?
This experience convinced Hagar that God had spoken to her.  Apparently believing that death must come to one who sees God, she was astonished to have seen Him and yet remain alive.  Therefore she called Him “God of seeing,” for He had not only seen her and come to her in her affliction, but had also permitted her to see Him and live.  
Observations:                                         References:
· “My wrong be upon thee” (v. 5).  Sarai uses the language of passionate irritation, indicating regret for her previous decision and the intention to blame her husband for its consequences.  
· “…shalt call his name Ishmael” (v. 11).  This is the first time God named an unborn child.  He thus indicated to Hagar His interest in her and her offspring.  The name of the child, Ishmael, “God shall hear,” was to remind her of God’s merciful intervention and to remind Ishmael of God’s gracious providence.  
· [image: https://static01.nyt.com/images/2018/04/30/crosswords/30wordplay-heck-onager/merlin_12109939_a8321722-68ad-43ea-8b45-cbd0513e0c97-articleLarge.jpg?quality=75&auto=webp&disable=upscale]“He will be a wild man,” (v. 12).  Literally, “a wild ass of a man.”  This figure of speech refers to the onager, a wild and untamable animal that roams at will in the desert.  This image aptly describes many of the Arab people who claim Ishmael as their father.  Powerful nations have attempted to conquer Arabia but none have met permanent success.  The Arabs have maintained their independence, and God has preserved them as a lasting monument to His care.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
This chapter provides us not only with an understanding of some of our present-day conflicts, but also an outstanding example of God’s care for His people, even when they do not act as He would wish.  We also see an assurance of the permanence of God’s promises.  He keeps His word at all times, regardless of circumstances.  
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