Preparation Guide 21:  Isaac and Ishmael
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Genesis 21:1—Genesis 21:34
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
SARAH:
· Was jealous of Hagar, and contemptuous of her and “her son.”  
· Had reason for pride—she had borne a son also, a legitimate heir.  
· Was afraid that Ishmael, having greater maturity and prior claim, would inherit before Isaac.
GOD:
· Wanted to secure Isaac’s position by telling Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away
· Wanted to comfort Abraham by assuring him that his son Ishmael was blessed, because he was Abraham’s child
· Wanted to remind Hagar that He was concerned with Ishmael’s welfare, perhaps intending to encourage Hagar to raise Ishmael in Him
ABRAHAM:
· Wanted to keep his son Ishmael with him, but chose to obey God
· Wanted to secure Isaac’s position
· Wanted to have an agreement with Abimelech
HAGAR:
· Was proud, and angry at Sarah, and ambitious for her son, so did nothing to stop Ishmael’s “mocking”
· Wanted to protect Ishmael
· Perhaps wanted to insist on a connection with her homeland, so got a wife from Egypt for her son
ISHMAEL:
· Was proud, probably angry that what had previously seen as his position was being usurped by Isaac
Why does Sarah object to Hagar and Ishmael?  Why does God encourage Abraham to follow Sarah’s advice?  
Galatians 4:28-30 says “Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.  But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.  Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.”  According to Paul, Ishmael was expelled for persecuting Isaac, which naturally upset Sarah.  Ishmael’s mocking made it apparent that he would continue to disturb the peace and harmony of the household during Abraham’s life, and that upon Abraham’s death he would probably press his claim to the birthright by force.  It was clear that Ismael could no longer remain in the home without danger to God’s plan for Isaac.  Abraham had not sought God’s advice in taking Hagar, and that hasty act now made necessary the expulsion of a son whom he dearly loved.  At the same time, God comforted Abraham with the assurance that Ishmael, as his son, would also share in some of the promises made to him and would become a great nation.  
Where are Ishmael and Hagar going?  Why don’t they have sufficient supplies for their journey?  
The Bible doesn’t say specifically where Ishmael and Hagar are going.  On her previous flight, Hagar seems to have set out for her home in Egypt, and she may be setting out for Egypt again.  Abraham’s generous nature and his love for Ishmael certainly led him to make adequate provision for their journey.  It seems an emergency only arose later because they had missed their way and were wandering in the wilderness until they ran out of water.  This is implied by the “wandering” mentioned in verse 14.  It was not in the purpose of God for Hagar and Ishmael to return to Egypt, for His promise concerning the boy could not be fulfilled there.  The wandering in the desert was apparently a providence of God for him.  

How do they survive?  
Hagar was directed to a well of water in the immediate vicinity, one that had been there the whole time.  Divine power did not produce water, but clear vision.  The desert wells of Palestine were artificially enlarged holes in the ground where the water of natural springs collected.  The openings were concealed by stones to prevent stray animals from falling in.  Hagar was simply unaware of the existence of this particular well until God directed her to it.  
In verses 22-23, what does Abimelech want?  What is the issue with this?  How is it resolved?  
Abimelech wants an alliance with Abraham, which Abraham fully intends to agree to, but he has an issue to be resolved first.  There was a contested well, dug by Abraham, which Abimelech’s men had taken by violence.  Abimelech says that he knew nothing about it, but returns the well to Abraham and the agreement is concluded.  
Observations:                                         References:
· Sarah’s comment in verse 6 is interesting.  Her laughter a year previously had reflected cynicism and incredulity, but now she laughed for joy.  
· Wherever he went, Abraham lived at peace with his neighbors, forming an alliance with Mamre and his brothers in Hebron, and now creating a covenant with Abimelech.  The sheep and oxen here mentioned were probably not a gift to Abimelech, but were the animals necessary to ceremonially seal the covenant.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This chapter contains a lot of important history, as well as setting up the stories that are yet to come.  In particular, we see how God keeps his promises—the birth of Isaac at the specific appointed time, providing the right environment for Isaac to grow up as Abraham’s heir, providing for Ishmael, protecting Hagar, and so on.  
