Preparation Guide 22:  The Test
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Genesis 22:1—Genesis 22:24
See also: 
· Read Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 13: “The Test of Faith”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
GOD:
· Wanted to test Abraham’s faith
· Wanted to provide an example of faith for future generations, and for us
· Wanted to provide a “type” of Christ’s sacrifice 
ABRAHAM:
· Wanted to obey God even more than he wanted to keep his son safe
· Wanted to show that his faith had grown
· Believed God’s promises for Isaac—that he would become a great nation
ISAAC:
· Trusted his father
· Trusted in God
· Wanted to obey God, as well as his father

Consider verse 1.  Does God “tempt” people?  Why or why not?  
The KJV translators have rendered the word nissah, “tempt,” in different ways: 1. When one person tests, or proves, another, as the queen of Sheba came to test Solomon, 2. When God tries, tests, or proves a man, or 3. When a man puts God to the test by trying to compel God to act according to the man’s proposals.  The word “tempt” is now generally used to imply evil intent, so the word “test” is preferable here.  God never “tempts” anyone to evil, but He does sometimes test their faith.  
How could Abraham perform this act?  He loved Isaac greatly.  Did Abraham believe that Isaac would die on the altar?  Why or why not?
The sacrifice of humans, particularly infants, was common in ancient times.  Both the Bible and archeology affirm that the Canaanites practiced such rites.  The idea of sacrificing one’s first-born to a deity was therefore nothing strange to Abraham.  While God explicitly prohibited such sacrifices (Leviticus 18:21), it is not certain that Abraham was clear on this.  Only on the assumption that he did not understand this divine ban can we explain his failure to protest God’s command to offer up his son.  But certainly, Abraham remembered God’s promises concerning Isaac.  Indeed, in verse 5, Abraham tells his servants that “I and the lad” would go and worship, but in Hebrew he also tells them that “we” will come back.  Though he did not understand God’s purpose, he did believe that God would raise Isaac from the dead (Hebrews 11:19).  Abraham did not anticipate being spared the horrific task of slaying his beloved son, but believed that Isaac would soon be restored to him.  
Did Isaac understand his father’s actions?  At what point do you think he understands what is to happen?  
Not at first.  In verse 7, Isaac had innocently asked about the lack of a sacrifice.  Nothing here suggest that Isaac imagined that he would be the substitute for the missing sacrificial animal.  When everything was complete, the altar built and the wood prepared, Patriarchs and Prophets tells us that Abraham told Isaac all that God had revealed to him.  
Do you think Isaac consented?  Why or why not?
I believe that he did.  A young man of 20, he might have easily resisted.  Abraham was well on in years, stressed by the horrible prospect of sacrificing his son, and of course terribly conflicted.  It probably wouldn’t have been hard for Isaac to prevent his actions.  Instead, as we see in Patriarchs and Prophets, Isaac encouraged his father in the final moments preceding the climax.  That Isaac understood and shared his father’s faith was a tribute to the careful training he had received.  
Observations:                                         References:
· In verse 15, after the ram had been offered, the angel spoke to Abraham again.  Prior to this experience, God had communicated with Abraham (in the Bible record) seven times.  This is the last recorded divine revelation to Abraham.  
· In verse 20, Abraham receives a message from his brother Nahor in Haran.  This takes the form of a brief table of Nahor’s descendants, and is included here by way of showing the descent of Rebekah, soon to become Isaac’s wife.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This astonishing testament to faith is undoubtedly intended to strengthen our own.  We see Abraham’s unwavering obedience to the most stringent test that we could imagine, and hopefully it gives us strength for our own, less severe, tests.  Here we also see God’s unwavering commitment to His promises, even when His ends cannot be foreseen by His people.  
