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[bookmark: _GoBack] Genesis 26:1—Genesis 26:35
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
GOD:
· Intended to keep His promises to Abraham
· Intended to continue His relationship with Abraham’s descendants
ISAAC:
· Like his father, Isaac was afraid that he would be killed so that the “men of the place” could take his wife. 
· Wanted peace with his neighbors
ABIMELECH:
· As with Abraham, Abimelech at least initially wanted Isaac to stay.
· Then Isaac became so wealthy that Abimelech became jealous and/or threatened, so he asked Isaac to leave.  
ESAU:
· Esau disregarded guidance as to his choice of wife, choosing to disregard his family’s belief in monogamy and the counsel to avoid intermarriage with the Hittites.  
Is “Abimelech” here the same as the man that Abraham dealt with in chapter 20?  Why or why not? 
Probably not.  It seems more likely that “Abimelech” is a title than a proper name.  It has been quite a few years, after all.  
Consider verses 2-5.  Here God repeats the promises that He spoke to Abraham.  But there is an additional note in verse 5.  What should we learn from this?
The obedience of Abraham is given here as the reason for the blessings that would come to Isaac.  It is also an implied promise that similar action on Isaac’s part would bring similar results.  We should recognize here the relationship between obedience to God’s law and the blessings that naturally follow from it.  
In verses 7-11 we see Isaac repeat history.  Why do you think he failed to learn from Abraham’s example?  
Ashamed of his own conduct, Abraham may not have warned Isaac by a narration of his own failures in this respect.  More likely, however, Abraham had told Isaac, but as so often happens, Isaac had to learn the lesson for himself through bitter experience.  
In verses 12-22, God blesses Isaac generously, and this stirs up envy in his Philistine neighbors.  What happens?  What does Isaac do about it?  Why?  
The Philistines began to vandalize the wells in the region.  A peace-loving man, Isaac did not wish to get into trouble over the wells his men dug, and moved on each time his rights were contested.  The third new well was sufficiently far from the Philistines that they left him in peace.  
In verses 26-31, Abimelech approaches Isaac.  What does he want?  Why?  How does Isaac respond?  
Abimelech wanted to make a treaty with Isaac.  This is in reality a renewal of the original treaty between Abraham and the earlier king of Gerar.  In spite of the injustice Isaac had suffered at their hands, Isaac, as a peace-loving man, was happy to conclude a new pact of friendship with Abimelech.  
Observations:                                         References:
· The well, which Isaac names “Shebah” in verse 33, is in the same region as that called “Beer-shebah” by Abraham.  As the treaty between Abimelech and Isaac was but a renewal of the earlier treaty, so the name Shebah given by Isaac was a reaffirmation of the earlier name.  
· Esau’s two wives became literally “a bitterness of spirit” to Esau’s parents.  Their perverse and evil ways, their idolatrous religion, their frivolous, unspiritual ways were a constant disappointment.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
These verses give us an insight into the familial nature of our relationship with God.  When someone has a connection with God, it becomes easier for their children to see what a relationship with God is like, enabling them to more easily choose a relationship with Him for themselves.  Of course, as with Esau’s example, not everybody who has that opportunity makes the right choice.  But by making the right choice for ourselves, we can make it easier for others in our lives to choose a real relationship with God.  
