Preparation Guide 27:  The Blessing
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Genesis 27:1—Genesis 27:46
See also: 
· Finish reading Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 16: “Jacob and Esau”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
ISAAC:
· Preferred Esau above his brother
· Particularly admired Esau’s hunting ability 
· Was determined see Esau as his heir, despite God’s instructions before the children’s birth
· Heard the difference in his son’s voice, but allowed himself to be deceived by his other senses
· Was too honest to attempt to retract the blessing from Jacob or to bestow it on Esau.  Perhaps he had finally come to recognize God’s intentions.  
REBEKAH:
· Preferred Jacob to Esau
· On hearing her husband’s plans regarding the blessing, she convinced herself that God needed her help to fulfill His plans for the blessing
· Having concluded that Isaac was in the wrong and she was in the right, she didn’t hesitate to deceive her husband and encourage her son to deceive his father.  
JACOB:
· Was hesitant at first, but went along with his mother’s plan because he really wanted that blessing
· When committed to the plan, threw himself into deceiving his father
ESAU:
· Expected that his Father, always in his corner, would give him the blessing
· Wanted the blessing but had no intention of accepting the obligations that went along with it
· Although horrified when he discovered Jacob’s deception, Esau did not want to change into the kind of person who would be a fitting recipient for God’s blessing
When Isaac was old, he called Esau and announced his intent to give Esau his blessing.  But Rebekah overhears—and she has a plan.  What is the plan?  What is Jacob’s objection?  
Rebekah decides that she will counterfeit the meal that Esau would prepare for his father and send Jacob in with it, disguising him as Esau.  Then Jacob would get the blessing in Esau’s place through deceit.  Jacob objects to this plan, suggesting that he wouldn’t be able to fool his father because of the physical differences between the brothers.  Interestingly, he doesn’t object to being a deceiver, but to seeming like a deceiver in front Isaac, with the consequences that this might bring.  Jacob’s objection makes it clear that he was not so much concerned with the wrong of the act as with the risk of discovery.  But Rebekah assures him that she will accept the consequences herself.  
When facing his father, Jacob tells quite a few lies.  How does he deceive his father?  Why does Isaac believe him?     
He presents the goat prepared by his mother as venison, telling Isaac that he, “Esau,” prepared it.  He directly claims to be Esau.  Jacob also tells Isaac that he found the wild game quickly because of God’s blessing.  Jacob also disguised himself with goatskin, to make himself hairy, and he wore Esau’s clothes.  Isaac heard and recognized Jacob’s voice, but allowed the feel of hairy skin, the scent of outdoorsy clothing, and the temptations of the meal to deceive him.  
What is the blessing that Jacob gains in this way?  
There is the request/prophecy that God will provide temporal blessings, specifically those of plenty of water, food, corn, and wine.  There are also what might be considered “leadership blessings,” coming with certain specific obligations, of the respect of individuals and foreign nations, headship of the family, and recognition by God and everyone else as the rightful heir of Abraham and Isaac.  
Esau is very, very angry when he finds out.  But he begs for a blessing also.  What blessing is given to Esau?
The pronouncement in 39 and 40 can hardly be called a blessing.  It seems to be more of a modified curse.  It begins, similarly to Jacob’s blessing, “Thy dwelling shall be of…” and so forth.  This translation is grammatically possible, but the preposition here translated “of” also means “away from.”  Isaac’s meaning would then be “Thy dwelling shall be away from the fatness of the earth, and away from the dew of heaven.”  Such a rendering is not only in accord with the Hebrew construction, but is decidedly more appropriate to the context and the facts of history.  It is an apt description of the dreariness and desert-like character of Idumaea, the home of Esau’s descendants.  This translation also agrees with Isaac’s statement that every blessing had already been given to Jacob.  Esau is also “blessed” with the assurance of a future lived by the sword, struggling with some eventual success for freedom from Jacob and his descendants.  This is a repetition of the divine prediction made prior to the twins’ birth.  
What consequences are there for this deception?  For Jacob?  For Rebekah?  
Jacob must essentially flee for his life, taking refuge with his uncle Laban.  For this refuge, of course, he must pay with his labor, leaving behind the comfort and honor he must have enjoyed as his father’s son.  He also never sees Rebekah again.  Rebekah never again has the opportunity to be with her beloved son, which is quite a severe repercussion.  At least, so my mother tells me—in regard to my brother, I presume.  
Observations:                                         References:
· [image: ]The goats referenced in verse 14 are not the usual European variety.  Their skins would be quite unsuitable for any such deception.  These are instead the camel goats of the Orient, whose black, silk-like hair was sometimes used as a substitute for human hair.  
· Verse 41 indicates that Esau’s despair soon changed into mortal hatred for his brother.  Out of respect for his father, he decided to spare Isaac from the sorrow and shame of the intended fratricide.  Thinking that his father’s illness would end in early death, he postponed his planned act of murder.  He could not know, of course, that his father would recover and live for another 43 years.  
· In verse 46, in order to gain Isaac’s consent to send Jacob out of Esau’s grasp, Rebekah tells him that she wants Jacob to find a wife from among her relations.  This is a legitimate reason, but she uses it to avoid telling him of Esau’s murderous intent toward Jacob.  Isaac readily consented to this plan, as Esau’s wives were creating problems.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This story provides an example of several of the horrendous ways in which running ahead of God is a bad idea.  No one in this story is committed to following God’s will—the whole family is intent on having their own way.  As it will, this results in the family being entirely torn apart from within.  
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