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Genesis 29:1—Genesis 29:35
See also: 
· Continue reading Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 17: “Jacob’s Flight and Exile”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:
· Wanted to keep away from Esau
· Was willing to stay with and work for Laban
· Wanted to marry Rachel
LABAN:
· Wanted Jacob to work for him.  Apparently Jacob was a valuable asset
· Wanted to keep Jacob working for him, even past the agreed-upon seven year period
· Was mostly concerned with material success
RACHEL:
· Loved Jacob and wanted to marry him
LEAH:
· Was willing to deceive her future husband and wrong her sister
· May have herself loved Jacob
How does Laban receive his nephew?  Why do you think he proposes to give Jacob a wage in verse 15?
Laban received Jacob warmly, recognizing him as family and inviting him to stay.  After a month Laban, recognizing Jacob as a valuable assistant, offered him a wage.  Being a covetous, greedy man, Laban intended to exploit Jacob’s skill and diligence to his own advantage.  To preclude all possible claims on the part of his nephew, Laban proposed to pay him as he would an ordinary servant.  
Jacob and his uncle come to an arrangement.  What are the terms?  Why was this arrangement necessary?  
Jacob agreed to work without any wage for seven years, and Laban agreed that at the end of that time, he could marry Rachel.  The arrangement was necessary partly because Jacob was not in a position to pay the usual dowry, and partly because Jacob did not intend to return immediately to his own family.  
What are we meant to learn from verse 20?  
Jacob loved Rachel so much that he was not only willing to work for her for seven years, he also served happily.  Even though it was to be a long time before he and Rachel could be together, that time was happy for Jacob because of the love he had for her.  
Laban gave Leah to be married to Jacob instead of Rachel—without Jacob’s knowledge.  How do you think Jacob could have been fooled about such a thing?  
There was the custom of veiling the bride and bringing her to the bridegroom “in the evening,” but I think the truth is that God allowed Jacob to be deceived.  Having been a deceiver to his own family, perhaps Jacob needed to experience the other side of that situation before he could become the person that God intended for him to be.  
When Jacob realized what had happened–the switch of Leah for Rachel—and confronted Laban about it, Laban promised to give him Rachel as a wife the next week, as long as Jacob would work for Laban for another seven years.  What do you think Jacob should have done at this point?  In accepting Laban’s arrangement, did he do the right thing?  Why or why not?  
I’m not sure.  I know that he loved Rachel, but surely subjecting her to the envy and rivalry of her sister day after day was not the kindest thing.  It must have been genuinely cruel to Leah to be the unattractive and unloved burden to a man who loved another—her own sister.  There could not have been much peace or contentment in that household for anybody.  I understand that Jacob was deceived, but how could he have gone through with the marriage to both women?  I think it’s possible that the right thing for him to do was accept his marriage to Leah as the fruit of his own deceptive past, and forego his relationship with Rachel.  
Leah and Rachel, sisters married to the same man, immediately set up an intense and destructive rivalry.  What does it mean in verse 31 that “Leah was hated”?  
It seems unlikely that Jacob actually “hated” Leah.  He accepted her as his wife and had children with her.  The implication here is probably that Jacob simply felt and showed less affection for Leah than he did for her sister.  
How does God intercede for Leah?  Does it work?  That is, is she still “hated”?  
God interposed in favor of Leah by blessing Leah with children, while Rachel was permitted to remain barren for a time.  God sought thus to foster love for Leah in Jacob’s heart.  Thus a certain equality was established, for while Jacob loved Rachel for what she personally meant to him, he was led to appreciate Leah also.  Jacob could not help appreciating Leah as the mother of four sons, even though he did not love her so much as a wife.  Lest Leah be unduly elated by her good fortune, or forget that it was God who blessed her, and lest Rachel be discouraged beyond measure, God caused Leah to leave off bearing for a time.  Perhaps a certain equilibrium of affection had been achieved.  
Consider Leah and Rachel’s reactions in this chapter, and compare their characters.  Are they both women of God?  
Leah must have been a pious woman, a devoted wife and faithful mother.  She mentions the name of Jehovah in connection with the birth of three of her first four sons.  Although from an idolatrous family, she must have accepted the religion of her husband and become a sincere believer in Jehovah.  In contrast, Rachel’s conversion seems at first to have accomplished little more than a superficial change.  While outwardly she, too, had accepted her husband’s religion, her heart remained attached to the old family idols, or she may have taken them in an attempt to secure the family inheritance.  Upon various occasions her conduct stands in sharp contrast to that of Leah, and seems to reflect a spirit far more selfish.

Observations:                                         References:
· Laban argued that he had to give Leah in marriage first, by social custom.  Had this actually been the custom in Haran, as it was in some other ancient countries, he should have told Jacob about it when he proposed working for Rachel.  
· Although Jacob did indeed work fourteen years for Rachel, it is clear from verse 28 that Jacob and Rachel were married immediately following the close of Leah’s festal week.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This story gives some clear warnings about the nature of deception.  Jacob deceived his father and defrauded his brother.  As a result, God did not protect him from being deceived and defrauded by his uncle.  Laban’s deception led to a household in which strife, envy, and unhappiness reigned.  The peace which we hope to find in our homes was completely and permanently upset in Jacob’s household.  Deception always seems to lead to this kind of strife.  Honesty really is the best policy.  
