Preparation Guide 29:  Leah and Rachel
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Genesis 29:1—Genesis 29:35
See also: 
· Continue reading Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 17: “Jacob’s Flight and Exile”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LABAN:________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
RACHEL:_______________________________________ ______________________________________________
LEAH:_______________________________________________________________________________________
How does Laban receive his nephew?  Why do you think he proposes to give Jacob a wage in verse 15?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jacob and his uncle come to an arrangement.  What are the terms?  Why was this arrangement necessary?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are we meant to learn from verse 20?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Laban gave Leah to be married to Jacob instead of Rachel—without Jacob’s knowledge.  How do you think Jacob could have been fooled about such a thing?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When Jacob realized what had happened–the switch of Leah for Rachel—and confronted Laban about it, Laban promised to give him Rachel as a wife the next week, as long as Jacob would work for Laban for another seven years.  What do you think Jacob should have done at this point?  In accepting Laban’s arrangement, did he do the right thing?  Why or why not?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Leah and Rachel, sisters married to the same man, immediately set up an intense and destructive rivalry.  What does it mean in verse 31 that “Leah was hated”?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does God intercede for Leah?  Does it work?  That is, is she still “hated”?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Consider Leah and Rachel’s reactions in this chapter, and compare their characters.  Are they both women of God?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Observations:                                         References:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
