Preparation Guide 32:  The Wrestling Match
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Genesis 32:1—Genesis 32:32
See also: 
· Read Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 18: “The Night of Wrestling”  
Characters and Motivations:               References:                                                  
JACOB:
· Was afraid of Esau taking revenge on him and his family
· Wanted to make things right with his brother
· Had really begun to rely on God directly—he was determined to get the reassurance that God would be present in his situation 
What are we to make of the astonishing statements so casually addressed in verses 1 and 2?  Why did the host of God’s angels meet Jacob?  
The angelic host was actually a “double” host, one group advancing before Jacob’s family, and one following behind.  They brought assurance of divine help, in anticipation of Jacob’s dreaded meeting with Esau.  This was also a renewal of the promise to bring him back in safety to his native land.  Since Jacob saw these angels while traveling, they cannot have appeared to him in a dream, but there are no other details.  
Esau is coming to greet his brother for the first time in 20 years—with a force of 400 armed men.  Why?      
That Esau was attended by 400 armed followers is evidence that he had become a powerful chieftain.  Perhaps he had already begun to live by the sword.  His reason for going to meet with his brother in this way was, first, to impress Jacob with due respect for his superior power, second to ensure a satisfactory understanding, and third, to use force if necessary to safeguard his own interests.  He was prepared for any eventuality.  
Jacob sends gifts forward and his family back across the brook.  Then he is left alone, praying for protection.  Someone comes up to him and they begin to wrestle.  Who is it?  How do we know?  See also verse 30, Hosea 12:3-4, and the chapter in Patriarchs and Prophets.  
This celestial visitor, as we read in Patriarchs and Prophets, was none other than Christ.  Jacob speaks of him as God in verse 30, and Hosea refers to him both as God and as an Angel (Messenger).  
Why did the Angel cripple Jacob?  
The Angel sought to withdraw before daybreak, but we don’t know why.  Commentators have suggested a desire on His part either to prevent others from witnessing the scene or perhaps to prevent Jacob from getting a clear view of Him.  It had become clear that Jacob was not, of his own volition, going to release Him, so the Angel took action.  
Why wouldn’t Jacob let go?  Surely the Being with whom he was wresting could have forced him.  Why didn’t He?  
At first, Jacob was frightened for his life.  He thought that perhaps Esau or one of his men was attacking him, and he fought for his life.  When the Angel’s touch crippled him, he became aware that his opponent was more than human.  Having for hours sought desperately for divine help, Jacob felt that he could not afford to let Him go without first receiving assurance of the pardon and protection for which he longed.  The Angel used only the strength of a human being in wrestling with Jacob.  Perhaps He was testing Jacob’s sincerity.  Jacob had approached the solution of life’s problems by questionable methods of his own devising.  But at this time, Jacob proposed no bargain, asking for a blessing as an outright gift.  The help he needed could come only from God.  For the first time in his life, he recognized that his own resources were inadequate.  Whereas in the past he had relied upon his own wisdom and strength, through this struggle he learned to trust wholly in God.  
Why does Jacob’s name change at this moment?  
The profound spiritual change that had come over Jacob was indicated by a changed name.  It represented his transformation from a “deceiver,” or “usurper,” to a “victor of God.”  The new name was a perpetual reminder of the complete spiritual renovation that had taken place.  
Jacob’s injury apparently interfered with his mobility permanently.  Why wouldn’t God heal such a miraculous injury?  
Every fight leaves its scars, and human memories can be very short.  Perhaps Jacob needed the immediacy of this reminder to help him continue in his new-found faith.  Like Paul, who also bore a permanent physical reminder of his conversion, Jacob found strength in relying solely on God, probably at least in part because he had lost some of his previously ample ability to rely on himself.  Like Paul he could say:  
“And he said unto me, ‘My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.’ Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”  -2 Corinthians 12:9.  
Observations:                                         References:
· In verse 29, the “Angel” declines to give His name.  Perhaps the knowledge that he had met with the Lord and talked with Him face to face would have overshadowed the far more important lessons that Jacob was to learn from this experience.  The parting blessing of the Angel was to suffice.  
· Still, as we see in verse 30, Jacob knew that he had been in personal contact with God at least indirectly.  His statement “My life is preserved” is really, “I am preserved, and shall be preserved.”  Whatever might befall him, so long as it be within the will of God, he was confident that a divine hand would preserve him from all evil.  Even the things that seemed, at the time they occurred, to be against him, proved providential.  Peniel was the turning point of Jacob’s life.  
· Verse 32 points out an interesting custom.  Orthodox Jews refrain from eating this portion of any animals used for food.  Since Jews in ancient times did not distinguish clearly just what “sinew” was meant, it is understood today as applying to the interior cord and nerve of the hindquarters of animals killed for food.  The Jewish Talmud definitely regards this custom as a law whose violation is to be punished with several stripes.  
We know that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17.  How does this apply to these verses?  Why is this information recorded?  What are we meant to draw from it?  Why has God provided us with these specific words?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This chapter gives us an intimate portrait of a profound spiritual change.  Jacob has been extremely well used to relying on himself.  He is intelligent, manipulative, and resourceful.  He has not, generally, relied on faith to solve his problems.  But when God tells him to return to his homeland, Jacob obeys.  And when Jacob realizes that he cannot protect himself, or his family, from Esau’s revenge, he finally turns to God for protection.  Realizing through this traumatic, dramatic process that he can rely utterly on God, Jacob finds true faith. 
